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Geochemistry of the Kalatongke basic complex in Xinjiang and its
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Abstract: The Kalatongke Ni_Cu sulfide deposit is an important Cu_Ni_rich deposit in western China. Geochem-
ical studies of the basic complex closely associated with the deposit show that it is characterized by low T1i, deple
tion of Nb or Ta and enrichment of LREE and large lithosphile elements. T hese features, combined with their
isotope geochemistry, have led the authors to believe that the magma occurred under an extensional condition
following the collision between the Siberian plate and the Junggar plate, and was derived from the depleted as-
thenospheric mantle, contaminated however by crustal materials within high_level magma chamber. Thus, the
addition of crustal silicate material was sufficient to trigger the immiscibility between the sulfides_rich liquid and
the silicate_rich liquid.
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Table 1 Major element analyses of the Kalatongke basic complex bodies
] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Fefvs 7222 724 726 728 7210 7214 7220 7231 7234 15712 157_13 157_18 157.06 157.03 157.02 157.09 157.01
WHE(m)  144.5 275.5 286.2 326.4 362 444 562.4 643 683 15 44 8 95 115 165 346 356
Si0, 44.87 52.82 51.74 54.79 52.31 51.55 53.61 51.98 44.07 47.23 51.84 48.43 48.20 42.85 42.96 41.01 44.63
Ti0, 0.72 0.67 0.63 0.60 0.50 0.58 0.53 0.61 0.73 0.89 0.79 0.66 1.10 0.79 0.81 1.09 1.14
ALO; 12.14 13.50 10.06 12.12 14.60 8.94 8.50 9.84 10.40 11.29 9.74 17.51 11.34 7.94 9.50 11.57 12.99
Fe03 .32 1.24 1.35 1.78 191 117 1.51 2.32 6.61 6.31 2.27 1.25 5.79 3.71 4.66 6.57 1.65
FeO 10.85 6.68 9.65 7.29 6.25 11.23 9.14 9.21 11.08 2.82 9.65 9.50 8.64 13.86 11.28 11.89 11.64
Mn0O 0.19 0.16 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.21 0.22 0.22 0.21 0.11 0.19 0.15 0.21 0.22 0.20 0.16 0.17
MgO 11.48 5.41 11.07 820 9.48 14.48 16.52 12.89 10.1 6.75 12.45 6.16 9.12 18.70 16.75 11.50 12.69
Ca0 8.82 6.63 4.75 6.04 4.64 3.18 3.53 3.76 3.45 8.90 4.03 7.81 512 3.30 3.79 507 576
Naz0 .26 3.31 2.06 2.67 3.30 1.80 1.92 2.40 1.99 1.92 2.09 3.63 2.28 1.37 1.54 2.13 1.9
K20 .44 1.33 1.51 2.22 231 140 1.46 1.86 1.04 0.78 1.59 0.83 1.42 1.22 1.67 1.03 1.38
P05 0.16 0.27 0.31 0.29 0.18 0.25 0.22 0.24 0.38 0.42 0.37 0.26 0.47 0.42 0.39 0.37 0.35
Co, .92 3.98 1.42 1.38 0.66 0.30 0.75 0.93 0.22 536 0.66 0.57 0.48 0.75 0.84 0.57 1.20
H,0 4.36 4.02 3.66 2.76 3.04 3.14 1.82 3.12 3.76 7.00 2.82 2.58 3.47 3.94 4.58 4.30 4.18
S 0.90 1.09 1.24 4.68 .03 1.02 2.67 0.61 1.55 4.42 0.86
Total ~ 100.43100. 02 99.49 100.31 99.33 99.47 99.73 99.38 98.72 99.78 99.52 100. 36 100. 31 99.68 100. 52 101. 68 100. 58
Mg* 0.55 0.47 0.57 0.54 0.6 0.6 0.67 0.59 0.43 0.50 0.58 0.43 0.46 0.58 0.58 0.45 0.55
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Table 2 REE and trace element analyses of the Kalatongke basic complex bodies

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

La 8.52 17.1 18.6 18.3 14 16.5 13.2 16.2 21.6 19.5 17.9 12.9 22 15.4 14.8 12.1 12.4
Ce 19.2 35,8 39.1 38.4 28.6 34.3 27.9 33.3 441 429 38.4 29.0 49.2 352 32.9 20.1 29.9

Pr 2.54 4.38 4.75 4.70 3.43 4.12 3.42 3.96 520 537 4.71 3.74 6.39 4.59 4.22 3.99 4.02
Nd 1.0 16.5 17.6 17.5 12.5 15.2 12.7 14.2 183 20.4 17.8 149 249 180 16.3 16.5 16.2
Sm 2.84 3.56 371 383 2,62 322 277 300 3.59 4.32 3,85 3.61 553 390 347 407 3.93
Eu 0.99 1.02 109 1.15 0.9 0.92 0.79 0.8 1.11 1.28 1.08 1.40 1.40 1.14 1.10 1.33 1.32
Gd 2,82 3.14 323 328 2,38 2.73 232 2,51 2,93 371 3.28 3.24 4.55 3.24 2,98 370 3.58
Th 0.46 0.54 0.49 0.54 0.37 0.44 0.383 0.40 0.45 0.57 0.53 0.53 0.76 0.53 0.48 0.64 0.61

Dy 2,68 3.20 2,92 3.02 206 2.48 2.21 2.48 2,39 3.30 3.05 2.85 4.28 2,95 2.74 3.81 3.60
Ho 0.48 0.61 0.55 0.57 0.38 0.45 0.40 0.43 0.43 0.61 0.55 0.52 0.79 0.51 0.47 0.69 0.68

Er 1.3 1.75 1.52 155 1L.09 1.27 1.16 1.25 1.22 1.63 1.53 1.43 2.15 1.44 1.33 1.86 1.90
Tm 0.19 0.25 0.20 0.23 0.16 0.18 0.17 0.18 0.17 0.24 0.22 0.20 0.30 0.20 0.18 0.27 0.26
Yh 1.21 1.68 1.34 1.45 1.01 1.25 1.20 1.29 1.12 1.51 1.47 1.25 1.93 1.27 1.22 1.75 1.72
Lu 018 0.28 0.21 023 015 020 0.19 0.20 0.17 0.23 0.23 0.19 0.31 0.20 0.1% 025 027

vV 201 156 123 134 119 112 104 107 100 128 122 192 123 141 110 111 119

Cr 604 200 822 428 533 1181 1314 1257 1168 739 1228 932 1142 2663 10% 464 566

Co 81.9 30.3 83.6 48.0 46.5 172.0 55.7 59.2 268.0 46.8 81.6 71.4 1450 123.0 125.0 170.0 87.3

Ni 826 73 729 146 209 971 371 665 3026 503 997 778 2162 1087 1745 3602 941
Cu 2420 65 4589 178 191 6394 322 851 17480 756 1616 1872 4144 592 1786 1966 1735

Zn 81.2 72.9 96.3 70.1 76.1 117.0 94.6 955 140 95.9 I31.0 64.0 154.0 141.0 111.0 94.2 B8IL.5
kb 38.1 26.9 38.8 38.4 421 349 296 442 242 231 37.4 138 32.0 22.2 332 17.3 333

Sr 293 336 381 442 6635 336 329 409 301 411 405 851 399 313 478 505 463

Lr 58.2 121 108 124 93.5 108 92 7 98.1 130 131 82.3 152 110 119 141 141
Nb 3.88 7.11 7.79 7.46 5.86 7.4 6.00 8.28 8.82 9.51 8.58 5.84 12.80 8.82 7.91 6.87 7.37
Ba 367 339 442 553 744 428 379 506 494 271 444 331 417 350 413 299 275

Hf 1,65 2,91 2,69 296 217 255 2,12 2.73 2.76 3.06 2.98 2.00 3.76 2.60 2.60 3.19 3.08
Ta (.32 0,49 0.52 0.52 0.48 0.49 0.35 0.50 0.61 0.64 0.49 0.37 171 0.7 0.47 0.44 0.53
Ph 17.10 4.22 23.4 6.51 6.07 26.5 7.65 9.69 76.80 15.00 13.30 19.90 54.00 11.80 12.60 19.00 11.40
Th 1.34 2,47 2,34 2,40 1.79 2,30 1.43 2.79 2.56 1.89 1.75 1.03 2.34 1.16 0.99 0.86 0.89

U 0.48 0.70 0.51 0.56 0.4 0.53 0.37 0.54 0.56 1.44 0.45 0.33 0.80 0.39 0.31 025 0.26

Y 12.7 16.4 14.2 151 10.4 12.6 11.0 12.1 11.4 159 15 139 20.6 14.1 13.4 18.0 17.8

Se 40.2 22,4 21.9 24,2 18.8 21.1 16.1 187 9.99 20.0 190 251 196 1.9 12.9 153 16.1
(La/Yb)x 4.64 6.70 9.14 831 0.13 870 7.25 8.27 12.70 851 8.02 6.80 7.51 7.99 7.99 4.55 4.75
GEu 1.07 0.92 0.94 0.98 109 0.93 0.94 0.94 1.02 0.96 0.91 1.24 0.84 0.96 1.03 1.04 1.07
La/Sm 3.0 4.8 5.0 4.8 5.3 5.1 4.8 5.4 6.0 4.5 4.6 3.6 4.0 3.9 4.3 3.0 3.2

( La/ Nb) pu 2.3 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.0 2.5 2.1 2.2 2.3 1.8 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.5
(Th/Ta)pu 2.0 2.4 2.2 2.2 1.8 2.3 2.0 2.7 2.0 1.4 1.7 1.3 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.7

FE bty 55 R 28 1 MIRER PR 55 437 J7 325 ICPMUS; e 1) 5 H0 R S 36 o 40 47
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Fig. 1 AFM diagram
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landt, 1982) . [K 4 W8 538 58 1 & Fe (195 S B A
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Fig. 6

1200 CIi} Fe S_O & RZ M ( Irvine, 1975)
1 200 C isotherm of the Fe S_O system
(after Irvine, 1975)
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