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Geochemical and gemmological characteristics of Yuanyang Jade from Wushan
County, Gansu Province
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Abstract: Geochemical and gemological characteristics of serpentine jade ( Yuanyang Jade) samples from
Yuanyang Town of Wushan County in Gansu Province were identified, analyzed and studied. The results show
that Yuanyang Jade is serpentinite formed by superimposed alteration of Mg- and Fe-rich pyroxene-peridotite
through post-magmatic multiphase hydrothermal activity, with serpentinization being the main mechanism of
the alteration. The main mineral of Yuanyang Jade is serpentine, mostly lizardite. The minor minerals include
tremolite, talc, dolomite and metallic minerals composed of magnetite, limonite and hydroniccite. The jade sam-
ples are dark green or blackish green in color and have fine texture, suitable for grinding into such handicrafts as
jade cups for wining and jade bowls. There are transport facilities in the mining area of Yuanyang Jade, and the
mining cost of the ore is low, thus constituting a good developing prospect for the jade.

Key words: Yuanyang Jade; pyroxene-peridotite; serpentinization; gemological characteristics; geochemical

characteristics; Gansu Province
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Table 1 Chamical compositions of Yuanyang Jades: Xiuyan Jade; Jinquan Jade: basalt and ultrabasic rock
ETRe Si0, ALOs  TFe(Oq Ca0 MgO K0 Na,O MnO TiO, Py0s LOI Total
Ws-1 40.45 1.31 7.89 0.11 37.04 0.04 0.03 0.137 0.001 0. 005 12.56 99.57
Ws-2 40.45 0.11 11.20 0.01 35.62 0.03 0.01 0.140 0.001 0.002 11.88 99.45
WSs-3 41.42 1.16 8.27 0.43 36.42 0.04 0.01 0.143 0.005 0.011 11.57 99.47
WS4 41.16 0.41 7.43 0.09 37.95 0.03 0.03 0. 046 0.010 0.005 12.14 99.30
WS-6 40.21 0.02 8.96 0.02 37.89 0.03 0.02 0. 068 0.006 0.001 12. 16 99.38
WS-8 40.17 0.21 8.30 0.05 38.06 0.04 <0.01 0.064 0.003 0.002 12.56 99.46
WS-10 40.89 2.04 3.97 0.08 39.55 0.04 0.02 0.070 0.004 <<0.001 12.79 99.46
Ws-14 40.81 0,58 9.01 0.06 36.52 0.03 <0.01 0.084 0.017 0.010 12.31 99.43
WSs-15 40.33 0.76 8.63 0.80 36.21 0.03 0.01 0.099 0.019 0. 008 12. 60 99.51
Ws-16 36.02 3.58 10.63 0.11 36.22 0.04 0.01 0.075 0.008 0.001 12.78 99.47
Ws-20 37.94 ST 7.56 0.56 35.03 0.03 <0.0 0.115 0.016 0.023 14.72 99.55
W5-24 40.50 .29 6.95 0.08 35.82 0.01 0.03 0.123 0.015 0. 006 13.71 99.53
Ws-27 41.59 .24 4.92 0.02 38.88 0.02 0.02 071 0. 006 0.003 12.71 99.48

WSs-29 38.04 .21 10.47 0.11 35.90 0.04 0.01
14 #F5 40.00 .39 8.16 0.18 36.94 0.03 0.01
HREE T 44.34 0.18 1.59 0.07 41.08 0.10 0.11 040  0.000  0.007 12,20 99.72
HAE 35.80 6.40 4.21 0.51 38.28 0.03 0.02 058 0.08 13.96  99.35
ZHAEWRE  44.64 13.83  13.40 8.81 7.77 2.32 3.38 0.169  2.369  0.946 2.24 99.87
AR 37.75 0.21 7.04 1.8 38.34  0.009  0.028  0.097 0.004  0.003 14.35
VR TR S B TR EEC20070), 1E AR R HIE S| B R T S(2006), BIEHE A ¥R S A TR RA(2003).
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CaO

Sr Ti Pb V Ga

Cu

0.18% Ba
TF6203
3.97% ~11.20% 8.16% Ti Ga Cu Cr Co Ni
LOI Sr Pb V Ba Sc
12.65%
CaO
3.2 2007b Cr Co Ni
14 3.3
2
Taylor Cr Co Ni Sc 3
2 wp 1076
Table 2 Analytical results of trace elements in Yuanyang Jade samples
WS1 WS2 WS3 WS4 WS6 WSS WS10 WS-14 WS- 15 WS-16 WS-20 WS-24 WS27 WS-29 14
Sc 26.05 27.76 21.39 26.71 28.13 204.07 177.40 22.88 20.36 37.60 18.90 19.43 28.61 18.99 48.44 11 33.2
Ti 81.51 78.15 80.91 64.37 58.63 488.43 445.09 106.34 133.92 124.36 126.78 80.50 75.89 59.69 143.22 3000 40
VvV  16.87 20.49 16.90 39.84 19.44 23.806 21.91 37.24 26.41 25.26 35.33 18.51 17.00 29.11 24.87 60 30
Cr 2442 2137 2375 3232 2330 2019 2954 2486 1573 2129 1859 1736 1967 2434 2262.36 35 4200
Co 90.02 103.53 98.67 104.03 99.15 99.82 83.98 90.20 96.07 113.01 94.01 92.37 82.86 97.61 96.10 10 130
Ni 1249 1801 1617 1867 1895 1663 1770 1823 1887 2164 1779 1708 1652 1759 1759.57 20 3000
Cu 16.06 41.49 38.82 15.34 40.70 44.29 28.69 22.53 36.72 64.21 43.33 48.57 42.20 165.56 46.32 25 5.3
Ga 1.27 1.81 1.40 1.61 1.60 13.93 15.00 2.48 2.14 2.78 2.78 1.88 2.23 1.64 3.75 17 0.38
Pb 1.37 1.61 3.81 8.43 1.23 105 6.71 7.01 2.21 3.383 1.05 5.86 16.18 1.36 11.80 20 3.2
St 2.39 4.00 95.5 5.45 3.13 74.08 30.41 10.33 60.76 10.85 56.82 23.04 8.38 1.66 27.63 350 33.2
Ba 5.51 108 4215 11.4 113 158 1002 42.0 11.0 129 41.1 989 18.9 5.3 489.23 550 10.5
2007b 1991 2003
3 wp 1076
Table 3 Analytical results of REE in Yuanyang Jade samples
WS-1 WS2 WS3 WS4 WS6 WS8 WSI10 WS14 WS15 WS16 WS20 WS24 WS27 WS29
La 0.84 1.05 6.91 0.92 1.02 6.54 7.90 1.09 2.32 2.59 3.05 0.71 0.78 1.11 0.21
Ce 1.48 1.98 13.87 1.74 1.82  12.34 14.33 2.34 5.02 4.94 6.47 1.37 1.62 1.73 0.40
Pr 0.18 0.22 1.29 0.16 0.20 1.35 1.63 0.25 0.60 0.51 0.76 0.14 0.17 0.16  0.047
Nd 0.58 0.79 4.39 0.59 0.57 5.13 5.87 0.93 1.99 1.80 2.98 0.52 0.57 0.52 0.18
Sm 0.13 0.15 0.60 0.12 0.11 1.00 1.09 0.18 0.50 0.44 0.61 0.12 0.14 0.12  0.028
Eu 0.03 0.03 0.08 0.01 0.03 0.26 0.32 0.04 0.13 0.05 0.13 0.03 0.01 0.01 0.0061
Gd 0.13 0.13 0.25 0.13 0.12 1.02 0.91 0.20 0.51 0.29 0.58 0.13 0.15 0.13 0.31
Tb 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.16 0.11 0.03 0.08 0.04 0.08 0.02 0.02 0.02  0.003
Dy 0.10 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.11 0.84 0.70 0.16 0.49 0.18 0.52 0.11 0.14 0.11  0.021
Ho 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.17 0.16 0.04 0.10 0.04 0.10 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.0043
Er 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.49 0.59 0.11 0.30 0.13 0.30 0.06 0.11 0.06 0.012
Tm  0.01 0.01 0.01 0.008 0.01 0.08 0.12 0.02 0.05 0.02 0.05 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.0028
Yb 0.06 0.09 0.07 0.06 0.07 0.54 0.83 0.14 0.3 0.19 0.33 0.09 0.15 0.07 0.012
Lu 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.08 0.16 0.03 0.06 0.03 0.06 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.0022

2003
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—%— WS-20-8— WS-27—— iBEMH isotopes in Yuanyang Jade samples
10F 18 18
= D 550 Do Do 300 9 Onpo
]ﬁ 210C 320C 210TC 320C
% 1k WS-1 -78 4.0 —42 -53 2.01 4.27
3}\3 WS-2 -54 4.6 - 18 =29 2.61 4.87
WS-3 -69 5.2 -33 —44 3.21 5.47
0.1f WS-6 -69 5.8 -33 —44 3.81 6.97
WS-14 -58 4.6 —-22 -33 2.61 4.87
WS-15 -57 5.5 —21 —32 3.51 5.77
001 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 J
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Fig. 4 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of six i T
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3.4.1 Fig. 5 Relations between oxygen and hydrogen isotopes
6 in mineralizing solution of serpentine
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oD Wenner  Taylor 1973 1994 24
D3 St =0.3% ~ —1.0%0
1992 = 0.7%0 —0.63%o0
50 D3pSi =0.4%0~0.4%0
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~240C 120 ~ 5
170C =0.3%0~ —0.6%o0
210~320C
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Table 5 Analytical results of silicon isotope in Yuanyang

Jade samples and related data of silicon isotope

530Si %o
WS-1 -0.6
WS-2 -0.3
WS-3 -0.4
WS-6 -0.3
WS-14 -0.5
WS-15 -0.6
W-2 -0.2 2007h
7-25 -0.3 1994
SI2 0.2 2007b
8H-8 1.7 1994
4
4.1
1 1
6a 0.05 mm 0.1 mm <
0.001 mm 6b
0.05~0.1 mm 0.01 mm
6c od
6e
3
6f
6f
I
1 I 0g
6h

61

4.2
X
4.2.1
7 10
7 WS-1
3666 1075 991 622 558 450 401
em ! 3 675
1080 980 610 560 445 400 cm !
WS-1
4.2.2 X
14
X 8 X
6 X
Antigorite
Lizardite
4.2.3
12
20
7
4.3
4.3.1
19
8 8 2.612~2.717 g
em’ 2.66 g cm’
4.3.2
19
1.55~1.57

1.56 8
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Fig. 8 X-ray powder diffraction patterns of samples
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Table 6 Analytical results of X-ray powder diffraction

WS- - - 99%  <1% <1%

WS-2 - - 98% - 2%

WS3 4% - 95%  <1% <1%

WS4 - - 99% - 1%

WS-6 - - 99% - - 1%

WS-8 - - 99% - - 1%

WS-10 - - 99% - 1% +
WS-14 - 1% 98% - - <1%

WS-15 - 1% 98% - <1% 1%

WS16 1% - 98% - <1% 1%

WS-20 - 1% 8% <1% 2%  <1% X
WS-24 - - 99%  <1% <1%

WS-27 - - 99% - 1%

WS-29 1% - 98 % - 1%
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Table 7 Electron microprobe analyses

KO Na,O MgO Cr, 04 CaO SiO, ALO; MnO TiO, FeO NiO Total
WS-1-1 0.03 0.01 38.45  0.08 0.03  44.39  0.18 0.17 0.00 3.69 0.19  87.20
WS-1-2 0.01 0.00  39.08 0.01 0.00 44.26  0.17 0.10 0.03 3.43 0.17  87.26
WS-1-3 0.02 0.01 38.21 0.13 0.00  44.29  0.23 0.09 0.03 3.53 0.14  86.68
WS-1-4 0.02 0.01 38.94  0.17 0.00  44.49  0.29 0.14 0.00 3.73 0.16  87.95
WS-1-5 0.02 0.03  38.99  0.03 0.00  44.91 0.14 0.11 0.03 3.83 0.14  88.22
WS-2-1 0.03 0.08  38.40  0.03 0.04  44.45  0.23 0.12 0.00 3.38 0.14  86.89
WS-3-1 0.01 0.03 23.94 0.01 13.1 58.81 0.17 0.07 0.05 1.74 0.00 97.92
WS-4-1 0.00 0.00 40.18 0.27 0.01 43.77 0.55 0.06 0.02 2.09 0.23 87.17
WS-4-2 0.00 0.00 40.01 0.22 0.00 43.95 0.50 0.05 0.04 2.05 0.29 87.11
WS-6-1 0.04 0.01 41.71 0.00 0.00 44.49 0.29 0.03 0.03 0.76 0.13 87.48
WS-6-2 0.04 0.10 42.84 0.07 0.05 44.35 0.41 0.03 0.00 0.86 0.75 89.49
WS-8-1 0.00 0.01 22.27 0.02 29.6 0.22 0.08 0.23 0.00 0.42 0.00 52.82
WS-10-1 0.01 0.03 2.00 0.78 0.78 0.27 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.14 69.8 73.82
WS-14-1 0.00 0.01 39.12 0.11 0.00 42.76 0.87 0.09 0.05 3.59 0.23 86.83
WS-14-2 0.06 0.18 31.45 0.52 0.02 62.35 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.96 0.27 95.85
WS-14-3 0.00 0.05 38.60 0.18 0.01 43.15 1.06 0.06 0.00 3.68 0.18 86.96
WS-15-1 0.00 0.00 20.82 0.00 30.5 0.72 0.11 0.43 0.00 0.95 0.06 53.62
WS-20-1 0.00 0.05 31.12 0.10 0.04 62.04 0.12 0.02 0.03 1.38 0.15 95.03
WS-24-1 0.01 0.02 38.98 0.02 0.01 43.11 0.90 0.14 0.02 4.04 0.21 87.46
WS-29-1 0.00 0.01 39.67 0.12 0.02 43.95 0.53 0.11 0.00 2.79 0.28 87.48

1982
8
Table 8 Physical properties of Yuanyang Jade samples 5

= cm3
WS-1 2.675 1.56 4.5
WS-2 2.666 1.57 4.5
WS-3 2.648 1.56 5.0
WS4 2.612 1.56 5.0
WSS 2.715 1.55 4.5
WS-6 2.675 1.56 4.5
WS-7 2.707 1.56 5.0
WS-8 2.660 1.57 4.5
WS9 2.621 1.56 4.0
WS-10 2.636 1.56 4.5
WS-11 2.699 1.57 4.5
WS-14 2.633 1.57 4.5
WS-15 2.689 1.56 4.5
WS-16 2.619 1.55 5.0
WS-20 2.672 1.56 4.5
WS-23 2.667 1.57 5.0
WS-24 2.626 1.57 4.5
WS-27 2.655 1.56 5.0
WS-29 2.717 1.56 5.0
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