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A comparative study of Emeishan basalt and Gangdagai Formation basalt
in northwest Yunnan Province
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Abstract: The Jiulong Emeishan basalt is distributed on the western margin of Yangtze block, and the Gangda-
gai Formation baslat is distributed in Zhongza massif in the neighborhood of Yangtze block. They both have rich
alkali, high titanium characteristics, thus mostly belonging to the alkaline basalt series. On the whole, Gangda-
gai Formation basalt exhibits richer Ti, higher FeO" , lower MgO, lower SiO, and lower Mg” (0.34~0.43).
Jiulong Emeishan basalt exhibits higher Mg (0.31~0.70), thus belonging to the moderate evolution magma.
The two groups of basalt are both characterized by strong enrichment of light rare earth elements, and enrich-
ment of LILE and HFSE (Th, Ta, Nb, Hf), partly with Sr, Zr negative anomalies, hence belonging to the
plate basalts derived from the enriched mantle under the influence of mantle plume. Rb, Ba in Jiulong Emeishan

basalt show obvious fluctuation, probably influenced by source area contamination; the trace element ratios show
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features of EM1-OIB and EM2-OIB mixture, suggesting the origination from garnet lherzolite, with molten de-
gree being 4% ~7% . The element ratios of lower Gangdagai Formation basalt are stable, and EM1-OIB shows
great similarities, suggesting that its formation depth was deeper than that of Jiulong Emeishan basalt, that its
origination was from an garnet stable region with low molten degree (2% ~5% ), and that it was produced at
the mantle plume edge. The source area materials of basalt distributed in Zhongza massif and the western margin
of Yangzi landmass were influenced by Emeishan mantle plume, with obvious familiarity, and the activities of
Emeishan mantle plume provided power for plate splitting.

Key words: Permian basalts; Emeishan mantle-plume; Zhongza massif; Yunnan Province
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Table 1 Chemical compositions of basalts in the study area
JL-01 JL-02  JL-03  JL-04 JL-05 JL-06 JL-07 JL-O8 JL-09 JL-10 JL-11 JL-12 JL-13 JL-14
SiO, 45.74 45.14 45.56 46.50 46.90 47.86 50.14 45.68 45.20 46.08 49.92 46.28 44.46 45.20
TiO, 2.96 2.95 2.37 3.08 2.99 2.82 2.79 2.75 2.74 2.72 3.11 3.35 2.74 2.912
ALOs 13.09 13.26 11.03 13.30 13.84 12.23 12.70 12.92 12.23 14.72 16.52 10.80 10.41 13.30
Fe,04 6.98 7.95 6.14 7.31 13.04 13.33 8.20 6.72 8.34 9.51 8.20 4.40 5.27 7.12
FeO 6.45 6.32 6.83 6.58 1.87 1.42 3.48 7.10 6.32 3.23 2.81 8.14 8.39 6.73
MnO 0.17 0.18 0.17 0.18 0.18 0.17 0.13 0.20 0.22 0.19 0.12 0.16 0.18 0.230
MgO 6.26 7.23 10.13 5.65 5.35 5.98 6.94 7.06 7.83 5.38 2.59 9.64 11.23  7.193
CaO 11.37 9.24 10.51  10.59 8.69 7.79 7.82 10.67 10.23  10.48 6.49 10.02  10.26  8.382
NaO 3.35 2.79 2.50 3.44 4.89 3.81 3.55 2.68 2.46 3.97 5.75 0.97 2.31 3.034
K,O 0.52 1.65 0.36 0.71 0.18 2.17 1.56 1.50 0.84 0.13 1.18 0.24 0.72 1.467
P,0s 0.32 0.28 0.22 0.33 0.36 0.27 0.33 0.27 0.25 0.31 0.51 0.28 0.31 0.246
2.65 3.53 4.21 2.20 2.49 1.96 2.98 2.22 4.42 3.17 2.76 6.30 3.57 2.54
Total 99.87 100.52 100.03 99.87 100.78 99.80 100.62 99.78 101.10 99.88 99.94 100.57 99.84 98.35
Mg* 0.47 0.49 0.60 0.44 0.41 0.45 0.53 0.49 0.50 0.45 0.31 0.59 0.61 0.50
m 0.87 0.95 1.46 0.76 0.70 0.79 1.14 0.95 1.00 0.81 0.45 1.42 1.52 0.97
JL-15 JL-16  JL-17  JL-18  JL-19 GD-1 GD-2 GD-3 GD-4 GD-5 GD-6 GD-7 GD-8 GD-9
SiO, 42.72  46.48 45.46 44.10 45.50 43.80 44.80 44.86 44.02 46.79 44.60 44.34 45.76 45.70
TiO, 4.155 3.490 3.227 2.08 2.19 3.48 3.49 3.34 3.41 3.06 3.41 3.12 3.06 3.06
ALO; 14.00 13.15 16.75 9.83 6.86 13.30  13.37 14.23 12.65 13.34 13.37 13.05 13.39 12.98
Fe, O3 7.67 7.38 4.90 5.89 4.45 8.45 8.45 5.45 6.306 3.79 5.65 5.63 5.98 6.00
FeO 7.40 7.07 7.07 6.84 8.33 7.24 6.97 9.28 9.16 9.29 9.67 8.64 8.56 8.39
MnO 0.226  0.221 0.216 0.19 0.22 0.21 0.20 0.22 0.24 0.22 0.23 0.20 0.21 0.22
MgO 5.942  5.516 5.439 13.33  16.13 5.54 4.19 4.76 5.42 5.38 5.38 4.27 3.91 4.51
CaO 9.437 8.565 6.215 11.71 9.45 8.44 10.54 9.22 8.55 8.52 7.92 12.81 9.91 10.24
Na,O 1.794  3.177  3.765 1.06 0.57 2.16 3.66 3.26 2.88 3.95 2.95 1.58 2.69 3.02
K,O 0.144  2.109 1.242 0.03 0.19 1.63 0.30 0.48 1.15 0.99 1.16 2.49 1.67 1.14
P,0Os 0.356  0.356  0.499  0.20 0.20 0.67 0.70 0.65 0.68 0.55 0.65 0.60 0.58 0.58
3.23 1.80 3.48 4.14 6.55 6.71 4.23 4.27 5.77 3.65 5.30 2.68 4.40 3.81
Total 97.07 99.31 98.26 99.39 100.64 101.69 100.90 100.03 100.28 99.52 100.28 99.40 100.12 99.64
Mg 0.43 0.42 0.46 0.66 0.70 0.40 0.34 0.38 0.40 0.43 0.40 0.36 0.34 0.37
m f 0.74 0.71 0.84 1.95 2.32 0.66 0.51 0.60 0.64 0.75 0.65 0.55 0.50 0.58
JL JL-01~]JL-13 JL-18 JL-19 2013 GD
GD-1~ GD-9 2012
Sr oEu=1.07~1.18 Eu
6 2001 2007
Ni Cr Zr 2008b
Mg® Ni Cr Nb
V Zr Sr 4
4.1
A1203 TIOZ NaZO +
7 KO Mg”
Ta Nb
Mg* 6
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Table 2 Trace element compositions of volcanic rocks in the study area
JL-01 JL-02  JL-03  JL-04 JL-05 JL-06 JL-07 JL-O8 JL-09 JL-10 JL-11 JL-12 JL-13 JL-14
La 23.'l€ 24.51 17.08 25.31 30.76 20.22 30.05 18.43 20.48 28.16 52.58 26.85 22.35 23.43
Ce 50.21  45.91 35.14 54.18 50.44 39.27 50.60 34.02 34.68 46.92 125.8 50.16 40.12 52.55
Pr 6.54 7.23 4.95 6.89 8.72 6.50 8.10 5.76 6.10 7.94 14.17 8.54 6.94 7.10
Nd 28.54  30.97 21.95 28.89 45.09 36.07 41.85 31.46 33.50 42.11 46.38 46.81 37.34 30.29
Sm 6.59 7.40 5.23 6.73 7.88 6.76 7.06 5.96 6.25 7.33 11.39 8.56 6.85 7.31
Eu 2.10 2.46 1.72 2.21 2.63 2.24 2.48 2.05 2.14 2.39 3.46 2.92 17 2.48
Gd 5.98 6.66 4.97 6.08 7.56 6.38 6.41 5.78 5.85 7.12 9.96 8.06 6.25 6.61
Tb 1.00 1.11 0.83 1.02 1.21 1.05 1.02 0.93 0.94 1.14 1.53 1.30 0.98 1.09
Dy 5.57 6.37 4.69 5.81 6.79 6.02 5.78 5.32 5.39 6.55 8.35 7.33 5.44 6.04
Ho 0.99 1.10 0.82 1.03 1.17 1.06 0.99 0.91 0.92 1.13 1.41 1.29 0.92 1.07
Er 2.47 2.81 2.06 2.62 2.99 2.74 2.58 2.34 2.33 2.89 3.69 3.34 2.30 2.77
I'm 0.34 0.39 0.29 0.36 0.40 0.37 0.35 0.31 0.32 0.40 0.50 0.46 0.30 0.38
Yb 1.92 2.23 1.59 2.03 2.34 2.14 2.07 1.88 1.85 2.39 2.86 2.67 1.75 2.16
Lu 0.29 0.33 0.24 0.31 0.33 0.30 0.30 0.27 0.26 0.34 0.41 0.37 0.25 0.33
SREE 135.7 139.5 101.6 143.5 168.3 131.1 159.6 115.4 121.0 156.8 282.6 168.7 134.0 143.6
LREE HREE 6.31 5.64 5.56 6.45 6.39 5.54 7.19 5.50 5.77 6.14 8.83 5.80 6.36 6.03
La Yb N 8.66 7.89 7.71 8.97 9.45 6.78 10.41 7.04 7.93 8.47 13.17 7.22 9.15 7.80
Sc 25.02  29.59 31.75 28.08 25.59 20.00 22.22 26.44 31.48 32.84 18.58 36.37 27.20 29.53
Y 25.52  29.49 23.88 26.65 29.67 25.806 24.47 22.71 23.01 29.78 35.08 31.52 22.67 27.99
Rb 4.20 32.00 4.10 13.00 2.70 39.00 21.00 24.00 11.00 2.70 24.00 3.00 3.60 37.48
Ba 93.20 517.1 203.7 236.6 064.87 431.8 365.4 414.4 105.9 57.97 86.42 61.23 233.5 480.0
Th 2.37 2.15 1.65 2.67 3.02 2.22 3.21 1.82 2.01 2.96 5.59 2.83 2.17 2.43
U 0.48 0.48 0.38 0.61 0.40 0.23 0.88 0.41 0.41 0.67 1.05 0.65 0.50 0.57
Ta 1.70 1.53 1.19 1.65 2.09 1.54 2.10 1.35 1.42 1.80 3.12 1.90 1.57 1.74
Nb 28.93  26.46 20.03 28.66 32.32 23.23 33.09 20.77 21.81 28.74 49.28 28.55 24.12 27.08
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Continued Table 2
JL-01 JL-02 JL-03 JL-04 JL-05 JL-06 JL-07 JL-08 JL-09 JL-10 JL-11 JL-12 JL-13 JL-14
Sr 740.9 458.4  472.2  371.4 421.2 250.1 569.8 727.8 313.3 232.9 512.8 361.9 320.6 485.9
Nd 28.54 30.97 21.95 28.89 45.09 36.07 41.85 31.46 33.50 42.11 46.38 46.81 37.34 30.29
Zr 146.8 147.0 110.3 150.5 225.0 132.5 224.5 119.0 117.1 215.9 397.1 260.1 127.9  178.0
Hf 4.98 4.97 3.87 5.02 5.86 5.06 5.81 4.49 4.50 5.74 9.57 6.82 4.91 5.62
Cu 74 221 131 140 44 81 158 58 62 89 408 143 148 39.1
Sn 1.75 1.86 1.39 1.75 2.12 1.70 2.08 1.79 1.62 1.99 2.89 2.25 1.71 1.97
W 0.28 0.20 0.16 0.43 0.31 0.22 0.38 0.56 0.33 0.43 0.52 0.27 0.21 0.27
Mo 0.80 0.62 0.51 1.12 0.37 0.24 0.60 0.55 0.42 0.84 0.86 0.54 0.56 0.76
A\ 366 370 419 395 330 239 330 417 429 409 134 396 384 449
Pb 9.3 4.3 3.1 6.4 3.5 2.9 5.2 8.0 3.2 4.8 5.6 3.6 3.2 3.0
Zn 110 119 96 114 151 134 119 134 142 148 126 144 134 137
Ni 119 137 322 69.1 101 195 185 98.1 116 98.2 33.4 256 364 85.2
Co 52.3 55.5 64.8 50.1 51.5 56.3 43.9 55.0 61.0 50.6 30.6 57.1 65.7 52.1
As 2.2 3.7 1.3 1.8 4.3 2.1 3.6 2.2 2.4 5.6 3.2 2.9 1.6 20.1
Sb 0.08 0.10 0.03 0.08 0.14 0.09 0.10 0.11 0.04 0.15 0.08 0.06 0.04 0.73
Cr 150 143 591 84 160 284 293 104 140 150 20 605 678 70.4
JL-15 JL-16 JL-17 JL-18 JL-19 GD-1 GD-2 GD-3 GD-4 GD-5 GD-6 GD-7 GD-8 GD-9
La 34.27 34.54 46.70 15.52 13.32 38.90 38.62 39.67 38.02 36.21 36.00 38.46 41.16 37.50
Ce 75.88 78.51 97.46 27.53 26.02 76.55 77.04 75.27 81.86 62.87 63.70 66.78 62.40 77.63
Pr 10.00 10.29 13.35 4.69 4.83 11.20  11.30 11.34 10.86 10.15 10.49 10.76 11.32 10.24
Nd 41.61 41.89 55.12 26.30 27.54 40.05 41.61 39.79 48.68 52.46 55.10 56.53 61.10 34.97
Sm 9.02 9.20 11.61 4.96 5.47 9.31 9.56 9.40 9.10 8.21 8.66 9.25 9.40 8.27
Eu 2.87 2.97 3.72 1.62 1.74 3.43 3.49 3.49 3.33 2.82 3.08 3.30 3.24 2.87
Gd 8.05 7.81 10.26  4.83 5.44 8.36 8.69 8.29 8.30 7.41 7.68 7.92 8.80 7.66
Th 1.30 1.23 1.60 0.78 0.87 1.25 1.31 1.23 1.26 1.13 1.17 1.20 1.29 1.16
Dy 7.27 6.74 8.76 4.36 4.99 6.97 7.37 6.92 6.91 6.40 6.57 6.83 7.31 6.59
Ho 1.26 1.17 1.53 0.77 0.88 1.22 1.30 1.21 1.24 1.12 1.16 1.21 1.31 1.18
Er 3.36 3.12 4.02 1.95 2.26 3.28 3.47 3.23 3.28 3.01 3.14 3.22 3.47 3.15
Tm 0.44 0.42 0.53 0.26 0.31 0.45 0.48 0.45 0.44 0.43 0.43 0.46 0.48 0.45
Yb 2.57 2.43 3.08 1.52 1.75 2.70 2.87 2.65 2.66 2.57 2.59 2.72 2.82 2.64
Lu 0.38 0.37 0.47 0.22 0.26 0.41 0.43 0.40 0.40 0.39 0.39 0.41 0.41 0.41
SREE 198.3 200.7 258.2  95.31 95.65 204.1 207.5 203.3 216.3 195.2 200.1 209.1 214.5 194.7
LREE HREE 7.05 7.62 7.53 5.49 4.72 7.28 7.01 7.34 7.83 7.70 7.66 7.72 7.28 7.38
LaYby 9.57 10.20  10.88 7.35 5.47 10.34 9.67 10.73  10.26 10.11 9.98 10.13  10.47 10.20
Sc 23.43  28.14 17.60 29.54 8.83 17.77 19.14 21.07 13.42 15.98 16.26 14.32  13.56 15.31
Y 31.92  29.65 40.69 20.45 23.42 31.03 33.03 30.76 31.32 27.11 27.83 28.72 35.58 27.03
Rb 2.28 43.17 19.65 2.60 2.30  20.00 4.20 3.60 11.00 13.00 10.00 28.00 13.00  4.20
Ba 56.89 792.3 497.3 21.50 48.00 763.1 157.8 949.6 574.1 496.9 509.2 1483  540.3 338.4
Th 3.62 3.37 5.04 1.58 1.45 3.57 3.70 3.84 3.16 3.18 3.37 3.36 3.07 3.33
U 0.63 0.72 1.11 0.36 0.37 0.85 0.92 0.88 0.88 0.74 0.87 0.88 0.83 0.85
Ta 2.63 2.58 3.33 1.12 1.11 2.01 2.09 2.04 2.03 2.03 2.04 2.23 2.15 2.09
Nb 0.15 38.96  50.20 17.08 16.30  30.38 32.03 31.40 31.45 31.39 31.20 34.46 33.06 31.68
Sr 688.5 486.9 518.9 413.7 57.19 518.3 1099 556.8 348.1 529.0 283.9 655.1 357.9 363.7
Nd 41.61 41.89 55.12 26.30 27.54 37.04 41.61 39.79 48.68 52.46 55.10 56.53 61.10 34.97
Zr 236.0 229.0 313.0 94.97 115.5 138.9 143.4  143.6 140.9 130.2 141.5 140.4  135.8 140.6
Hf 7.27 7.21 9.32 3.61 4.31 5.17 5.35 5.26 5.20 4.78 5.16 5.14 5.03 4.92
Cu 55.4 100.2 19.7 129 100 84 87 85 85 101 86 106 104 98
Sn 2.38 2.32 2.54 1.32 1.47 1.58 1.62 1.66 1.52 1.50 1.53 1.69 1.50 1.52
W 0.25 0.39 0.44 0.16 0.16 0.29 0.25 0.38 0.33 0.31 0.33 1.15 0.48 0.45
Mo 0.80 0.39 0.94 0.40 0.14 0.39 0.30 0.87 0.52 0.27 0.28 0.28 0.31 0.68
\% 463 519 192 349 268 416 437 437 426 403 418 405 410 382
Pb 4.4 3.7 4.6 2.6 1.6 4.1 6.7 4.6 4.7 4.5 3.3 7.4 4.5 4.2
Zn 154 132 134 115 125 157 157 156 158 133 156 138 146 138
Ni 56.2 56.2 60.4 408 414 61.3 57.3 49.2 48.4 52.1 46.9 49.0 58.6 51.8
Co 53.2 47.9 32.4 76.6 58.8 48.2 49.3 48.9 42.2 46.3 44.0 47.0 44.6 46.5
As 2.7 14.1 5.9 2.2 1.4 1.6 2.2 1.5 1.3 1.2 1.6 1.4 1.3 1.3
Sh 0.15 0.43 0.22 0.05 0.10 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.08 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.07 0.07
Cr 36.1 44.0 59.5 857 937 45 27 23 22 35 21 30 34 33
JL-01~ JL-13 JL-18 JL-19 2013 GD1~GD9 TIa~Lu CuSrMo VPbZnNi CoUBaCr Ta 2012
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Fig. 8 Geochemical discriminant diagram of assimilation contamination
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Fig. 9 Zr Y - Zr diagram for basalts in the study area
after Pearce and Norry 1979

10 Ti 100 - Zr-3Y
after Pearce and Cann 1973

Fig. 10 Ti 100 = Zr - 3Y diagram for basalts in the study

Plank  Langmuir 1998

Zr Hf
area after Pearce and Cann 1973
2008a
Zr
Nb Ta Zr Hf
Ta Hf>0.3 Nb Zr>0.15
2004
’ 0.32 0.163
3 OIB ' '
0.41 0.22
MORB
\ Th Hf - Ta Hf 11
EMI1-OIB EM2-OIB
EM1-OIB
FeO™
Hirose and Kushiro 1993
3 OIB
Table 3 Incompatible trace element ratios in the study area OIB end members and major chemical reservoirs
Zr Nb La Nb Ba Nb Ba Th Rb Nb Th Nb Th La Ba La
14.8 0.94 9 77 0.91 0.117 0.125 9.6
N-MORB 30 1.07 4.3 60 0.36 0.071 0.067 4
16.2 2.2 54 124 4.7 0.44 0.204 25
GLOSS 14.54 3.2 86.8 112 6.4 0.77 0.24 26.9
HIMU OIB 3.2~5 0.66~0.77 4.9~5.9 63~77 0.35~0.38 0.078~0.101 0.107~0.133 6.8~8.7
EMI1-OIB 5~13.1 0.78~1.32 9.1~23.4 80~204 0.69~1.41 0.094~0.130 0.089~0.147 11.2—~19.1
EM2-OIB 4.4~17.8 0.79~1.19 6.4~11.3 57~105 0.58~0.87  0.105~0.168 0.108~0.183 7.3~13.5
5.07-9.11 0.85~1.07 1.41~20.33  15.47~240.51 0.05~1.68 0.087~0.102 0.088~0.110  1.38~22.93
6.27 0.90 8.78 97.88 0.53 0.093 0.102 9.83
4.07~4.57 1.11-2.10 4.92~43.03 42.60—~440.82 0.11~0.81 0.093~0.122  0.056—0.096  9.02~38.56
4.38 1.29 20.08 190.08 0.37 0.107 0.085 15.96
N-MORB HIMUOIB EMI1-OIB EM2-OIB Weaver 1991  GLOSS
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