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Granulite xenoliths in Cenozoic volcanic rocks of north Qiangtang,
Tibetan Plateau, and their geological significance

LAI Shao-cong', YI Hai-sheng® and LIN Jin-hui®
(1. National Key Laboratory of Continental Dynamics, Department of Geology, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China;
2. Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, China)

Abstract: Cenozoic volcanic units in Zhentouya area of north Qiangtang are mainly andesite and dacite lavas.
The andesite, to some extent, shows an adakitic compositional characteristics, such as high Sr ( >1 000 X
10°%), Sr/Y ratios >50 and low Yb contents (<210 ®). Evidently plagioclase broke down in the andesitic
magma source region under the p-T conditions of partial melting. Compared with the dacite series, it seems
that partial melting of the lower part of the thickened eclogite-facies Tibetan crust was responsible for the gener-
ation of the andesitic magma. The dacite is characterized by enriched LILE such as Rb, Ba, Th, U and K, and
depleted HFSE such as Ti, Nb, Ta and Sr. It is noteworthy that the dacite exhibits a relatively low Sr (Sr<
66010 ®), and this may imply that the plagioclase was still stable in the dacitic magma source region at the
pressure and temperature of partial melting. Two-pyroxene granulite and clinopyroxene granulite xeneloths were
discovered in the andesite and dacite volcanic rocks outcropped in north Qiangtang of central Tibetan Plateau.
Based on electron microprobe analyses, the authors have concluded that the xenoliths provide constraints for the
equilibrium temperatures of the two-pyroxene granulite, i.e., about 783 to 818C as determined by two-pyrox-
ene thermometry, and that the formation pressure of the clinopyroxene granulite should be about 0.845 to 0.858
GPa, equal to 27.9~28.3 km in depth. It is indicated that these granulite xenoliths represent the samples de-

rived from the middle part of the thickened Tibetan crust. This discovery is of great importance to the further
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investigation of the components and thermal regime of the deep crust of Tibetan Plateau. Geochemistry of dacite
and characteristics of granulite xenolith suggest that partial melting of the middle part of thickened Tibetan crust
might have produced the primary dacite magma series.
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Fig. 1 Regional distribution of Cenozoic volcanic rocks in
Qiangtang region north Tibet
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Table 1 Major wy % and trace elements wy 10 ° analyses of the andesites

P22H5 P10H5 P14Ho6 P11H6 P11H7 P7H4 P16H6 P10H6 P13H3 P12H5 P3H6

SiO, 56.59 56.65 57.43 57.53 57.68 57.94 58.56 58.59 58.98 59.57 60.74
TiO, 0.65 0.75 0.50 0.85 0.87 0.82 0.97 0.77 0.52 0.55 0.50
ALOs 15.31 14.21 14.21 14.75 14.21 13.78 15.09 15.31 17.50 17.06 17.66
Fe,0O5 2.60 1.80 6.93 1.80 1.62 1.00 2.50 1.50 1.15 1.10 1.40
FeO 2.90 3.50 1.97 3.60 2.68 3.60 3.00 3.10 3.05 3.00 3.50
MnO 0.13 0.03 0.16 0.12 0.06 0.01 0.10 0.04 0.14 0.01 0.34
MgO 6.10 5.31 4.57 3.66 3.33 4.62 3.87 2.68 4.31 3.26 2.01
CaO 5.45 5.03 4.56 4.13 4.73 4.25 3.68 4.63 4.43 4.88 2.80
Na,O 3.30 2.60 3.30 2.60 2.60 2.80 2.50 2.80 3.70 3.90 3.20
K,O 2.50 3.90 2.70 4.20 4.20 3.90 4.30 3.70 2.80 2.80 2.30
P,0s 0.40 0.80 0.43 0.90 0.87 0.77 0.87 0.77 0.50 0.43 0.27
LOI 3.86 4.85 2.87 4.34 6.82 5.83 3.90 5.80 2.30 3.10 4.67
Total 99.79 99.43 99.63 99.48 99.67 99.32 99.34 99.69 99.38 99.66 99.39
Mg* 0.685 0.668 0.493 0.577 0.609 0.672 0.589 0.539 0.674 0.616 0.449
Li 34.9 42.6 21.2 16.3 15.7 18.1 16.0 15.3 14.0 16.0 10.5
Be 1.19 3.32 2.12 3.60 3.44 4.19 3.75 3.24 1.97 2.12 1.90
Sc 17.8 15.3 12.8 16.2 16.1 15.0 16.5 14.3 13.1 13.0 14.4
\% 115 97.2 86.3 113 110 107 113 104 92.7 87.9 95.8
Cr 416 298 215 363 366 348 368 303 223 221 155
Co 39.8 29.8 34.9 35.8 33.5 36.0 37.6 35.6 32.9 38.7 51.7
Ni 232 196 115 206 230 220 211 163 112 117 85.8
Cu 25.9 38.9 14.1 52.6 47.0 41.1 60.2 36.3 15.9 17.0 17.1
Zn 54.8 79.4 56.8 74.2 94.2 66.8 83.4 55.7 57.9 54.0 66.5
Ga 12.4 13.3 14.0 14.2 13.3 13.4 13.7 14.4 15.2 14.5 14.9
Ge 1.21 1.54 1.18 1.45 1.25 1.48 1.36 1.13 1.30 1.26 1.07
As 17.1 13.8 18.3 15.9 13.6 15.3 27.9 13.6 15.5 7.33 36.6
Rb 82.9 184 98.7 219 221 197 223 197 82.8 103 120
Sr 1165 1379 1653 1548 1546 1611 1555 1476 1629 1554 1003
Y 17.6 18.6 13.9 21.9 22.5 21.2 23.1 20.5 14.5 14.3 19.6
Zr 181 303 221 344 362 344 363 340 227 228 147
Nb 8.90 13.4 10.3 14.2 14.5 14.4 15.2 14.3 10.3 9.95 7.71
Mo 1.67 0.6064 1.59 0.654 0.916 0.821 0.807 1.20 1.38 1.21 1.61
Cd 0.097 0.199 0.120 0.144 0.197 0.178 0.158 0.153 0.121 0.14 0.200
In 0.031 0.048 0.029 0.044 0.056 0.044 0.049 0.043 0.040 0.033 0.023
Sn 2.19 4.12 2.84 3.76 4.75 3.95 3.79 4.00 2.71 3.00 2.19
Sb 1.15 1.11 0.811 1.61 1.43 1.71 1.34 1.09 0.747 1.72 0.556
Cs 3.08 2.62 3.99 3.39 3.29 3.94 3.30 4.09 3.64 3.26 8.67
Ba 1481 1641 1437 1806 1807 1627 1789 1753 1552 1441 1530
Hf 5.02 8.97 6.48 10.3 10.6 9.88 10.6 9.55 6.53 6.49 4.49
Ta 0.547 0.770 0.573 0.877 1.08 0.786 0.852 0.803 0.614 0.567 0.587
w 62.3 28.4 107 62.5 64.8 78.9 73.3 112 102 131 87.0
Tl 0.307 0.822 0.566 0.795 0.771 0.860 0.837 0.618 0.432 0.441 0.706
Pb 30.1 27.5 32.0 27.7 29.3 28.2 28.1 28.5 30.8 25.3 32.0
Bi 0.102 0.067 0.402 0.109 0.171 0.049 0.075 0.103 0.194 0.193 0.042
Th 17.6 18.2 21.1 19.7 19.6 18.5 19.3 19.3 21.7 20.8 13.0
U 3.57 3.54 4.16 3.79 3.78 3.45 3.54 3.57 4.24 4.42 3.94
La 57.5 70.7 70.1 74.4 74.1 69.1 74.6 74.7 76.6 71.8 43.3
Ce 108 138 133 152 152 139 148 147 143 136 84.7
Pr 11.0 14.8 13.2 16.4 16.8 15.5 16.1 16.0 14.1 13.5 9.07
Nd 41.0 56.6 48.5 62.6 64.2 59.1 61.2 59.3 51.0 48.8 33.3
Sm 7.16 9.15 7.30 10.4 10.5 9.38 10.1 9.49 7.74 7.24 5.89
Eu 1.61 2.10 1.66 2.21 2.37 2.27 2.30 2.10 1.73 1.76 1.42
Gd 5.19 6.78 4.95 7.66 7.58 6.74 7.52 6.91 5.49 5.14 4.60
Tb 0.660 0.784 0.596 0.924 0.993 0.837 0.951 0.885 0.653 0.591 0.586
Dy 3.26 3.96 3.01 4.58 4.60 4.13 4.66 4.02 3.05 3.02 3.31
Ho 0.633 0.679 0.492 0.762 0.795 0.727 0.805 0.694 0.500 0.500 0.634
Er 1.70 1.85 1.31 2.12 2.18 1.88 2.25 1.92 1.47 1.35 1.82
Tm 0.221 0.231 0.167 0.270 0.275 0.263 0.300 0.244 0.172 0.162 0.230
Yb 1.49 1.59 1.08 1.82 1.81 1.68 1.95 1.70 1.22 1.16 1.52
Lu 0.229 0.263 0.167 0.267 0.258 0.243 0.302 0.241 0.180 0.157 0.230
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Table 2 Major wy % and trace elements wy 10~ ® analyses of the dacites
P4AH P25H1 P25H6 P1HS P3H1 P2H4 PSH P1H2 P2H9 P1H1 P24H3 P25H8
SiO, 61.91 62.24 62.31 62.43 62.76 62.83 62.86 62.94 62.96 63.03 63.20 63.46
TiO, 1.10 1.37 1.30 1.30 1.15 1.12 1.20 1.48 1.26 1.22 1.30 1.38
ALO; 16.40 15.53 16.62 17.06 17.28 16.18 15.75 16.18 16.48 16.40 15.75 15.96
Fe,05 2.21 2.20 1.90 1.45 1.40 1.85 1.65 1.40 1.50 1.45 2.73 1.80
FeO 3.19 2.50 3.50 3.25 3.20 3.51 3.55 3.20 3.50 3.49 2.27 2.90
MnO 0.06 0.14 0.13 0.12 0.08 0.10 0.05 0.12 0.07 0.13 0.08 0.12
MgO 1.55 1.26 1.62 1.52 1.0l 1.66 1.51 1.52 1.82 1.54 1.6l 1.42
CaO 4.09 4.88 3.41 2.61 2.97 3.08 3.85 3.08 2.76 3.14 3.13 3.28
Na,O 3.50 3.40 3.30 4.00 3.20 3.50 3.30 3.40 3.31 3.40 3.90 3.50
K,O 3.80 3.70 3.60 3.40 3.70 3.60 3.60 3.71 3.50 3.70 3.70 3.80
P,0s 0.73 0.93 0.83 0.90 0.83 0.87 0.73 0.90 0.76 1.13 0.83 0.84
LOI 0.90 1.42 1.02 1.50 1.20 1.05 1.30 1.30 1.30 1.19 1.33 1.03
Total 99.44 99.57 99.54 99.54 99.38 99.35 99.35 99.23 99.22 99.82 99.83 99.49
Mg* 0.363 0.347 0.374 0.394 0.413 0.383 0.369 0.400 0.422 0.386 0.389 0.377
Li 22.9 21.0 23.4 19.0 22.6 16.1 19.4 20.5 18.6 22.6 23.6 21.4
Be 3.75 2.77 7.48 2.03 2.77 2.28 2.68 2.55 2.04 3.16 2.53 2.38
Sc 9.70 7.92 15.1 8.57 8.74 9.15 8.77 8.85 9.08 9.66 8.41 8.40
\Y% 68.9 69.7 65.8 54.7 63.3 57.1 60.7 60.8 70.4 63.2 66.8 71.7
Cr 16.2 13.6 56.0 17.5 12.9 12.5 10.6 9.61 10.7 10.4 13.2 15.7
Co 32.6 18.2 75.6 29.1 38.7 18.7 24.0 25.7 30.7 50.8 38.0 61.9
Ni 9.42 6.81 9.13 10.2 6.85 6.99 5.37 6.20 7.14 8.02 6.05 7.71
Cu 8.09 7.12 28.8 9.38 18.9 12.7 11.3 13.9 15.6 12.4 10.7 9.49
Zn 117 111 118 106 115 92.0 112 121 107 116 130 121
Ga 20.6 18.7 23.3 20.5 20.0 21.1 18.6 23.7 20.5 21.5 19.6 19.6
Ge 1.54 1.45 3.38 1.48 1.67 1.57 1.51 1.50 1.47 1.45 1.65 1.66
As 7.66 856 204 74.8 5.51 4.22 4.65 54.9 0.074 68.5 26.1 206
Rb 179 163 176 162 179 182 171 183 178 168 168 172
Sr 611 617 630 505 558 526 550 545 554 539 647 634
Y 24.0 22.8 24.0 22.0 23.5 23.0 23.2 24.6 24.8 23.2 24.7 23.8
Zr 513 538 595 537 534 546 527 599 523 557 615 521
Nb 40.8 41.6 40.0 36.0 36.3 38.1 37.2 41.5 39.4 37.8 43.1 42.8
Mo 3.16 4.44 3.33 3.67 3.22 4.90 3.10 4.06 3.45 3.89 3.24 3.21
Cd 0.164 0.192 0.698 0.275 0.163 0.230 0.168 0.283 0.218 0.248 0.245 0.195
In 0.053 0.040 0.054 0.056 0.052 0.059 0.048 0.062 0.048 0.060 0.045 0.045
Sn 4.43 4.51 7.48 4.23 4.25 5.03 4.33 5.25 4.84 4.49 4.97 5.01
Sb 0.580 0.393 0.566 0.437 0.427 0.192 0.424 0.739 0.293 0.571 0.447 0.357
Cs 2.41 3.04 4.42 3.46 2.93 2.74 2.23 3.65 2.52 3.42 2.99 3.03
Ba 1633 1686 1715 1762 1646 1701 1548 1823 1630 1675 1750 1775
Hf 13.9 14.0 16.0 16.2 14.4 14.6 12.9 16.0 13.5 14.7 15.6 15.2
Ta 1.92 1.92 1.81 1.92 1.84 1.96 1.72 2.17 2.00 2.01 1.92 1.97
w 119 54.5 443 162 185 80.8 91.0 126 137 237 199 275
Tl 0.698 0.745 0.661 0.754 0.694 0.639 0.703 0.989 0.567 0.731 0.869 0.762
Pb 38.7 37.0 43.0 37.0 36.1 33.8 40.5 41.5 32.9 38.6 38.1 38.2
Bi 0.124 0.081 0.118 0.217 0.091 0.155 0.142 0.102 0.073 0.101 0.077 0.099
Th 33.4 33.1 29.9 31.4 30.6 35.7 31.7 34.0 31.8 30.1 34.7 33.4
U 4.19 4.12 3.59 3.83 3.99 4.33 4.00 3.92 4.17 3.85 4.13 3.97
La 129 132 146 142 135 140 129 156 132 142 145 146
Ce 223 246 271 176 222 258 235 272 224 256 247 256
Pr 25.4 26.3 27.1 26.1 26.5 26.3 24.6 29.6 25.5 27.9 28.4 28.2
Nd 91.4 93.7 93.3 94.0 92.7 88.3 87.5 103 88.9 96.6 99.9 102
Sm 13.8 13.7 12.4 14.1 13.9 13.0 13.8 15.1 14.1 14.3 15.0 15.2
Eu 2.57 2.76 3.00 3.05 2.55 2.77 2.39 2.98 2.66 2.76 2.83 2.83
Gd 9.66 10.0 9.87 11.3 10.1 10.5 9.68 11.2 10.5 10.3 10.8 10.6
Tb 1.09 1.13 1.10 1.29 1.18 1.21 1.13 1.28 1.23 1.21 1.28 1.20
Dy 5.33 5.02 5.33 5.44 5.19 5.71 4.95 5.56 5.43 5.45 5.29 5.55
Ho 0.835 0.798 0.904 0.812 0.811 0.885 0.846 0.842 0.832 0.832 0.860 0.882
Er 2.19 1.99 2.19 2.13 2.06 2.14 2.03 2.22 2.20 2.04 2.12 2.16
I'm 0.268 0.229 0.193 0.217 0.251 0.234 0.238 0.241 0.240 0.248 0.244 0.246
Yb 1.69 1.46 1.84 1.49 1.57 1.49 1.41 1.52 1.58 1.47 1.61 1.44
Lu 0.232 0.190 0.137 0.176 0.220 0.211 0.200 0.203 0.204 0.197 0.212 0.198
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Fig. 7 Photos of granulite samples a and structure mineral assemblage of the two-pyroxene granulite in thin section
under microscope b crossed ploarized
Cpx— Opx— Pl— Af—
Cpx-clinopyroxene Opx—orthopyroxene Pl—plagioclase Af—alkaline feldspar

3 wg %
Table 3 Electron microprobe analysis mineral in granulites from Cenozoic volcanic rocks north Qiangtang region
P2126H10 P2106H
1 2 3 4 5 6 7. 8 9 10 11 12 13
Cpx Opx Opx Pl Pl Af Bi Bi Cpx Cpx Pl Pl Q

SO, 51.20 49.26  51.30 54.26  54.91 64.82  36.51
TiO, 0.15 0.11 0.11 0.00 0.04 0.19 7.11 0.42 0.38 0.00 0.08
ALO; 1.01 2.30 2.81 30.61  29.45 19.24 15.56 4.12 4.59 26.01  26.09
Cr,O;5 0.03 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00
FeO 16.40  21.64  21.55 0.27 0.13 0.88 10.50 11.47  13.31 13.23 0.51 0.55
MnO 0.70 0.80 0.94 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.06 0.16 0.51 0.56 0.00 0.05

47.63  48.15 57.87 57.04
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MgO 9.35 25.22  23.27 0.14 0.09 0.14 17.32  17.40  11.36 11.32 0.13 0.08 19
CaO 20.91 0.67 0.67 11.61 10.89 1.13 0.06 0.00 21.42  21.16 11.93 10.79 00
Na,O 0.45 0.07 0.04 2.89 3.19 3.42 0.46 0.44 1.17 1.00 3.09 5.34 00
K,O 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.76 0.88 10.75 8.97 8.98 0.00 0.00 0.49 0.66 02
NiO 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.07 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.06 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
Total  100.20 100.17 100.68 100.61 99.79 100.63 96.55 97.40 100.04 100.38 100.04 100.68 100.01
O = 6 6 6 8 8 8 22 22 6 6 8 8 2
Si 1.9752 1.8471 1.9001 2.4270 2.4726 2.9402 5.2808 5.1023 1.8338 1.8397 2.5945 2.5621 0.9969
Al 0.0459 0.1016 0.1227 1.6137 1.5630 1.0288 2.6526 2.8085 0.1870 0.2067 1.3744 1.3812 0.0004
Ti 0.0044 0.0031 0.0031 0.0000 0.0014 0.0065 0.7734 0.7700 0.0122 0.0109 0.0000 0.0027 0.0000
Cr 0.0009 0.0024 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0018 0.0000 0.0000 0.0009 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0014
Fe 0.5291 0.6787 0.6675 0.0101 0.0049 0.0334 1.2701 1.3853 0.4286 0.4227 0.0191 0.0207 0.0000
Mn 0.0229 0.0254 0.0295 0.0000 0.0004 0.0000 0.0074 0.0196 0.0166 0.0181 0.0000 0.0019 0.0005
Mg 0.5376  1.4095 1.2847 0.0093 0.0060 0.0095 3.7340 3.7455 0.6519 0.6447 0.0087 0.0054 0.0028
Ca 0.8643 0.0269 0.0266 0.5564 0.5254 0.0549 0.0093 0.0000 0.8836 0.8662 0.5731 0.5193 0.0000
Na 0.0337 0.0051 0.0029 0.2506 0.2785 0.3009 0.1290 0.1232 0.0873 0.0741 0.2686 0.4651 0.0000
K 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0434 0.0506 0.6222 1.6551 1.6544 0.0000 0.0000 0.0280 0.0378 0.0003
Ni 0.0000 0.0006 0.0000 0.0025 0.0065 0.0000 0.0000 0.0035 0.0019 0.0000 0.0004 0.0000 0.0000
4.0139 4.1004 4.0370 4.9131 4.9092 4.9988 15.512 15.612 4.1038 4.0831 4.8667 4.9961 1.0023
Wo 44.76 1.27 1.34 44.99  44.80
En 27.84  66.64  64.92 33.19  33.34
Fs 27.40  32.09  33.73 21.82  21.86
An 51.03  61.49 5.61 65.90  50.80
Ab 29.47  32.59  30.77 30.88  45.50
Or 5.10 5.92 63.62 3.20 3.70
Ca 1.86 0.00
Mg 74.48  73.00
Fe 25.33  27.00
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