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Effects of low molecular organic sodium salts on the formation of sulfate-
containing iron minerals during the cultivation of Acidithiobacillus
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Abstract: The low molecular organic sodium commonly existed in the environment can affect the biomineralized
products (schwertmannite and jarosite) of Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans (A. ferrooxidans), which can lead to chan-
ges in the migration and transformation of toxic heavy metals in the environment. This paper discussed the influence
of low molecular organic sodium salts on the bacterially metabolized iron minerals during the growth process of
A. ferrooxidans HX3, and also characterized and analyzed the iron minerals by XRD, FTIR, FESEM and EDS.
The study results showed that the addition of low molecular organic sodium salts at the lower concentrations had un-
obvious effects on the Fe** oxidation, but it could accelerate the formation of jarosite. Addition of sodium malate
was conducive to the transformation of schwertmannite to jarosite, compared with addition of sodium citrate or sodi-
um oxalate. Addition of the low molecular organic sodium salts at the higher concentration (i.e. 20, 40 and 40
mmol/L for sodium malate, sodium citrate and sodium oxalate, respectively) inhibited the oxidation of Fe** during
bacterial cultivation process. The sequence of inhibitory effects from large to small was following: sodium malate>
sodium citrate>sodium oxalate. These results could provide a theoretical reference for the formation and transformation

of iron minerals in acid mine wastewater containing iron bacteria such as A. ferrooxidans, and their biomineralization
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W& TR M S AL IR AT 1] (Acidithiobacillus ferroox-
idans, fAIFK A. ferrooxidans ) J&—Fp LAY 1) {L RE A 7
W, R AL Fe® BT S Ml JEAS R AL P ok R
U A 1% 3h T 5 fie i ( Xiong et al. , 2008) . TE& &
A. ferrooxidans WITRVEW™ 1L & 7K 55 FH SR PR v - 3k
FETE R A R R S R W S50 1 T ARG fie 34
e b i 4R 15 Y2 W) ( Bigham et al. , 1994)
WHEECH™ Fe,O4( OH) (SO, FIEE A1 KFe, ( SO, ),
(OH) ¢ S5 A=Wy S M MU R TTVER™ M) ] LATE BR IR
PR LR 7K PR 58 v (8 5 B 55 46 J& (Song et al.
2015; Li et al. , 2016) . {8 A. ferrooxidans S5k 2
YRR A= RV W O 1l B HEAR B AR H 45 9
MATFTE A ( Xiong er al. , 2008; REFESE, 2013)
I B B4 69 2855 0 H 75 5% ( Burton et al. , 2012;
Zhu et al. , 2013)

AR, b v % 7 AR ) AR R A A R
T 0 3 ik 10 65, 8 LB ) 0 b e 8 o o 1 B
BRI T R A PR (BcH WA P B IR =
MR P A RIS R R ) 10 A B, 3 284 70 B A LR
AR B — BN v, DRI R 22 2 B R B 2 (ke
85, 2018) , 7> i A LR AT LI E i e 07 2% A 1Y
HASH L E RIS & S w1 R
A8 (Sullivan et al. , 2012) , U1 Chiang %5 (2011)
AR FER A R | LR AR 7 5 A LR
AbFRTBCRH ) 5T Cs V5 P 3T R 3, A AL e T
) H FRRAR S 15 5 T30 W) 2 i & A O 5 A Bl
PCARTERRYE RS A5 N 5 I Wy AR BLAE T AT IR 1
ARG, 2218 Rl -4 h iy Cs o [R)B AI%
O3t A LR AT Bl A 8 AR B ) S5 W R, A HILIR
BT A A Al 4 ¢ R SRR A, DT S B A
Gy 22 M BT A= B AL (Xu et al., 20045 Gao et
al. , 2010) , A OLIXSEAR > TR AA AR5 R0
Vi) B R EL A T, ) L M 4 S ) e AR AR B 3 R
WHEME XL, 0T RARE 5% ALYt
1 (Wang et al. , 2007 ; Moradi et al. , 2012) , 41 —JT
RIRFETRES 5 S0 YR Fe( ) 25 G TE K Fe( 1) -
B PR L 265 W W B B R R AL AR T, P R E 48 A
Y)(Wang et al. , 2017) , K5 T2 HLER AR £k

14 4t R A= W00 B0 B ) i L BR S b 4 R
13 % 5 Ak E o B AR T (Xie et al.
2017) . FEFRER SIS As (V) BRI A0 AS 2 M
FIFLTIRE As(V) WITRS , I FREL T pH =2. 5 51+
TEEEH YR Fe (1) 1245 & W, T2 2 2
As( V) BCFRER B A I i (R AER 55, 2020) 5 A BIFSE
WESEAERLRRERAFAE T, SN W pH = 3. 0 B 2342 i
As(V) NI AHIE#S 2 W W AH ( Ren et al. , 2018)
AR Li 55 (2014) WFFE IR K BE, pH=1. 6 ~2. 2 i}, %
iy AGE 2 P a2 2 UL 56 Jo 1R R R 5, DA T A Ak 25
FITEFE D P I E R

FREEA ot b i) B 4 AR AT ) 1R A ELAE
5 T AR W A AR T R R A (58 B
2018) o AR5 A HILIR (A7 7E 23 5% W 4 40 T 9 R
A AL (Tu et al. , 2019) , WK T A HLIR
A FE i = S A, ferrooxidans 135G P K H: Fe™
FAL PSR (910G pH=2.0~3.0) ERILFR L, AT
B W R A E RN N B SR PR ACR BRI (R
KA, 2016) o K& TAR ST A HLIRR 76 25 40 1A 1Y)
R EYT AR E L P EEEH S %
e, A SC FEARGE TR F A ALRENERXT A, ferroox-
idans Y SRR TERE W) 77 Y08 BUR 5 e, X6 32 2
By i T RAE 5L, HARIR 45 K vy A.
ferrooxidans AFFE A OG5 YL A B AL T AR AR EE A i v
BRI B AR A DL e 27

1 AR 5

1.1 HAREFERNR

S FHARANTE N A, ferrooxidans HX3 ( H:FE R %L
P EE S HQO009292) 4 i1 1% 57 [t by ke it 7Y
9 K #3: %, Bl i1 (NH,),S0, 3.5 g.K,HPO, 0. 058
g.KC1 0.116 g . MgSO, - 7 H,0 0.58 g il Ca(NO,),
-4 H,00.016 8 ¢ T 1 L 258 F oKL &
B, 101 /9 H,S0, WY pH {E2N 3. 0£0. 2, F
121°C FIBHK B 15 min, 77 5 4240 58 BT 75 fE it il
FeSO, - 7 H,0 44.2 g Zedhfifit
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1.2 WEEFIERRTOHEE IR

3 HERT WL IR a b Al e, 235]F 500 mL
HEIEI A 300 mL BT 9 K HE 3R, SMEIA
FRYVEE IR E (3R 1) AR 70 147 HLIRR B 3 w5 R 4
(sodium oxalate: fij 5 & SO, Na,C,0, ) . ¥7 5 & 44
(sodium citrate; fij5 A SC, C,H,Na,0, - 2 H,0) Al
AR AN (sodium malate; fij5 8 SM, C,H,Na,Oy) ;
SRIGHEAT 5% A, ferrooxidans HX3 B, F 1:1 1Y
H,S0, W P 4s pH A= 2. 8+0. 1, & T 28C Al
180 r/min FeHIFE R RS, 5350, — UL & F
T, 1B IR A B (RIR AR 43 1A BLIR 44 R 1Y
A. ferrooxidans HX3 Y5389, Wi FR CK) , HA R pH {E
29709 2.8, FIRALHEITE 3 AT

x1 BRAFENBNEARERFERKITIEY
Table 1 Concentrations of low molecular organic sodium
salts and the formed iron precipitates

AEEARIC W/ (mmol - LYY 2d 4d 7d
Xt i CK 0 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
(a) HIFREA
S04 4 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
S010 10 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+]Jar
S020 20 Sch Sch Sch+Jar
5S040 40 Sch Sch Sch+Jar
(b) FrEmR M
SC4 4 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SC10 10 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SC20 20 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SC40 40 - - -
(c) SFERIREH
SM4 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SM6 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SM10 10 Sch Sch+Jar Sch+Jar
SM20 20 - - -

T AbFR CK RN HLERER ; S04 ~S040 JyfINHER N, SC4~SC40
FIINFFRE RN, SM4 ~SM20 AN EREH . Schy/Jar 4 7= H it
RO/ BB, - LA 0 i e A= al

0~ 168 h Sz NI M8, 45 f@ 12 h A IR0 %
A. ferrooxidans 15 3% W1 2 €4, okt B2 722 AR O 5 0 3
W pH H (R FH pHS-3C AT pH i %E ) ; HL
2 mL IFWAE 10 000 r/min B0 FUTHE G I 5 RR
HJE T 4CARTE I Fe ¥ BE (% AR IE 2 mk Lt £,
FIAE ; APHA) B HRE T, HIFR V5 A 70 R 78
RAEBURIIK Y . S FR 2 2.4 M7 d 1955
A. ferrooxidans TR I BB ERTTTE P 50 B | I
HEBEF KB BREDLL AT E 1, 40°C 1T )5 &
TR, R R AT

1.3 FYHERHOREMNRFE

Al T TE 47 MR A A0 P B ) Bruker 23 7] 1)
D8 Advance %2 ffy X-ray 77 S & ( TAE /440
CuKa 28 .40 kV 200 mA , FH§#E B 4°/min, FH7E
Fil 10°~80°) ; % HE JCPDS & - e A A S e
TEVEXRT R d 8, TE M K2z b 540 T 27 B R R
[E Bruker 2\ &) 1Y Tensor 27 fH 37 M AR 21 AP G 1EAL
T UL 1 2 T 235 4 20 B B B 1 O 5 IZ AN AR B A
— AN KBr 23GEE R DTGS K %, ik 1 54
400 mg KBr, 70 ¥ER K 4 em™ , B SHEE TR
SAATFER M K2 0 i H AR H 373 7] Hitachi S-
4800 Fll Zeiss Supra55 5 4 SFHA4H HLF WA A

ZR5THE

2.1 WEEFEEPFRAGRETWN

A. ferrooxidans 1 37 i 4 v I W A4 10 €4 B I 1]
SN 1 s, RS> 58 HLER B x) i 4
BE(CK) M A BN (a 41) B FTA AL EE SO4 ~ S040
MR B AERT R 48 h N IR B (A% A8 20 AR €5
IJHEREA B UTEYIE L, S HFFBERM (b 4) 1Y
SC40 Kb AR SR AT ZRITVE Y WL, ¥ TR €6 7 W)

136 h PN R B AR (A AR i AR 8 T S R T AR
FELT AL, HiASAbFE SCA ~ SC20 TEHI UG 48 h NI IR
(ENEE e SR RN AR E S N R R SRS RIS
YITE R, SR IRAN (¢ 41) ) SM20 Ab B BT
TEIE A ; I AL FT SM4 ~ SM10 7ERI LA 24 h INVATK Y
RN RO Wk Y RAN - U =R R R KR VTRV L7 I
B o
2.2 A pH{EE Fe i REMNTH

AP RFFRAC B U pH (B AT Fe™ 15 1 AR A 1
LU 2, W pH E Bl 5 55 57 15 [A] f) 4E 38 3% fk
TS T 132 h B TR (E 2) Kb & A
R AN ER AL P R pH (R (BR SO40 T 120 h J5) 14
T 60 h J5 HWILAME 2. 8 FREEFAUE 1.8~2. 1 18
BB PN 5 2 A0 7 1 R A RN S SR R A A0 3L (B SMI20 41 )
5 BRAL B (CK) 284k —2, THI4R 60 h NP HE T
B RG22 F I EFRE 1.6~ 1. 9 JEH N
(SM20 ZbHAY W pH fE R 2.2)

R pH (B R 2%t T Fe™ WA Wik
ALY Fe™ KR IE BRI VE i FE P AR RE A HE R
CE W (Xiong and Guo, 2011; KK 55,
2018) , pHAELUE TV Fad F2 rh g A7 L 7] fig 2

El=pa=

2
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Fig. 1 Color changes of bacterial cultures containing the low molecular organic acid salts at their different concentrations with time

KR AR P TTE s AT it B8 rh - P DO vE i i
R L AR G B, S BUR S R OH Iﬂ%ﬂlﬁu
T BE 2 Bl 2 2N 8] () JE S, V1 i 1 ) 1% i A
R HHED™ W) R AT E 1Y Fe™ KEG W% A i
JERECEN AR, 0 Fe® A OH W& T 5 (3261 40 45,
2011) , FrhnAMEAR A HLRR SR AD R TR]
pH (AL R —E 22 5, 3 7] B85 R [R] 45 M TR AR 5
TR A BRI ) 5 W RVER A ) DT T I A A 22
SH K (Ren et al. , 2009; KK, 2016) ,
VWP Fe™ Vi R B 2 200 A 15 97 o) () 19 228 3R AR £k
BN 2 B, X IEALBE (CK) A IR A Bl
Eﬁ%ﬂihﬂuﬂf 48 h P Fe™ ¥l st Ak Fe™* i
R B A LR AR S040 L}EEP Fe® 554
%ﬁi%@mw&@?ﬁﬁﬁlﬂiﬁ? 72 hy % SC40 i
SM20 fy A B R 7 d S Fe“”ﬂciﬂﬂmﬁ

30%, AR, e Uk BE AR A A LR B AR X 4 1 ALk
Fe® [WRE S A BB 0P, 3 K4 T MLER fh EE
XTANEE AL Fe™ BE 7 1 400 i 5% i A K 380 708 114 I
R SRR S AR N > FERR N

2.3 HIMEFYHNRIESHHT

2.3.1 EDS JTHE4rHr 5 XRD FTIR Eli%

MG AN TR 5% 95 7R T ) Fe™ S8 AR B0, 40 ) %o
AR A 2 4 M T d S TR U R DTE = Wi AT T R AE
AT, ARS8 HLBRBNER (4 i Ao 40 7 855 352 W R
HMIEHIHET KA Na®, BCIE— 2545 00 7 55 43 4b 22
S010,SC20 F1 SM10 FPAHTE G TR & 4 d AR TTTE
FEYIRTE L, H EDS Z0 BT WLEE 2. 45 BRAIE S X
SRR W) 7 ) £ Fe 0.S Il K JTR AL, IFR
K E] Na JCZE , 76 &4 500 mmol/L Na* i) A. ferro-
oxidans F5 IR, 11 J& G BB Wi e r= 9 v JLF-
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Fig. 2 Changes of solution pH values and Fe’* concentrations with bacterial cultivation time
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Table 2 Elemental analysis for iron minerals obtained

after 4 d
(4) ab3g Fe 0 S K
(a)S0O10 52.82 39.44 6.42 1.32
(b)SC20 55.36 38.45 5.28 0.91
(c¢)SM10 53.72 38. 81 6.47 1.00

ARG 2] BN RN ( Gramp et al. , 2008) , X—F (R
BHTE A. ferrooxidans ¥R, B Na* &% it KT
K" ()& i (BRI IR0 Y AR it DG 4R TH PG 8 e A6 T 1
HRRARAN , AN B AR

XRD Fl FTIR 25587 5 WK 3 FEl 4, 2 B
fik ( Liao et al., 2009; Xu et al., 2014; 5K 55,
2018 ) H1 4 38 19 it [ A ( PDFA7-1775) 1 #1 BR AL
(PDF36-0427) ) XRD §i5£% , #H 5 Ab B o T3 7=
A XRD 45 R I 3, Hodb 2 d ST kbt
FEIR) XRD 2k HOE BT O Y FE BRI, X
I d ) 5.09, 3.39.2.55.2.28.1.95 1. 66.1. 51,
1.48, 4 d F3ERMENTIE =P T d A 7=

XRD 12k ( FEAFMEIE 4 {5~ 5. 80.5. 08.3. 63,
3.12.2.56.2.27.1.98 1.83) ) /s AT E % g
BRI AH ; HoAth XRD 33528 A7 76 ite FC 7 7 B 40 2k AL
W) E ARG X R 4 d 5 A AL B R e
Wy R it A A BB TR B

AL, AR SR B IR Y 2 4 A1 7 d B ERA
YIr= Wi FTIR %42 WWIE 4, SRR 2 d N3RS
BRUTTER FTIR 546 F 693 em ™' AbH B O—H---S0,
FIYRshIE 1 122,981 Fi1 605 em™' 4b i B T HiL AU )
SO, #E A1 #iz sl W i) We e 1%, 5 SCHR ( Xie et al.
2017 ) R At L™ A 2T A8 6 i 2k AR — B, 4l
YkeRBEFRE 4 d B, BR T S020 F1 SO40 Ab FH gk
W= FTIR 35265 4l R JeAR — 800k, Hay
SEBRTHIY FTIR 154 rh Y47 78 BN R AR 1Y) 45 4 2
P IO A R A 0 7 d BRUTTE Y FTIR 354k T 1 195
1630 ecm™ A ELT SO, i 45 4k B, 1 087 FNI
1 005 em ' AbHIEE T B PRI SO, Wi, 7E 508
em™ AEHILT FeO 1E /\TH AR 4R 2l 16, SX UESE 7 d
BRAT W7 1 A S B AR
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Fig. 3 XRD patterns of the iron precipitate products
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Fig. 4 FTIR spectra of the iron precipitate products
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2.3.2 FESEM JES /0 #T

A LR ENER 2 AL FRZE (BD5 A RE RN AT TR
BFISE SRR N0 a b Fl ¢ 3 ZHARIR) thER AN )
FESEM JESZ5A NI 5 firR . Fe Sk #a 35 % i
A F— 3 ) S A HLER R AR B (S010,S020 ,SC20 FlI
SM10) JE S48 1 7= W ) T B 45 2 1 7, B S020 1)
P R D AR R B HIR R ( AR 2 0.4 ~
2 wm) , FE RN A (B BT - R AR ERORL,
2 2.5~5 pm) ; HAy 3 AL B A BRITTE P 7E 5

(a) SO10

(a) SO20

(a) SO40

(b) SC20

(¢) SM10

&l 5

4 d B 2RSS B K B A LU, SC20 AbFE P
BRI FCH (A2 0.5~0. 8 wm ) FIEE A0 2R AL A 5
BRGH(£90.4~1.5 pm) B /N T SO10 A1 SM10 H
TE LR TTIE ) (B FC ™ AR AR 2 1~2 um; B
BRILORL N ST 29 1~2.5 wm) . SO10 Fil SM10 4b
PP Rt EC A B ORI S R AR AL, (H e AT Ak
TV B B B R AL 1) ORI B A7 A I I 25 5% (T
NN IEE-SSEE N T§ s RN B3
K)o

B Wi vE o sh A LS

Fig. 5 Dynamic morphologies for the iron mineral precipitates
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WA WEE S B IR AN (a 4) 20 T4 15 35 W SO10 .,
S020 F1 S040 i 3 MAbFEH 2 4 F1 7 d =Y HITES
AR L B R B B A TR R B T T o, W AR AR T
TEPE BRI FC A (] A2 B2 Al C2; & C4) ]
ZE PRSP (&) A4 Fi B4, &I A7 B7 I C7)
AL 2 B 9E . £75 XRD FTIR 1 FESEM
S5 WTHIESE SO40 Kb b4 Wy =Wy i AH % 1L I
S, R R AT R Fe Bk 57 4 AL A B
() 4 % 2 HAB AL FRAER T 72 h s, ih—Amigd T
RIS FE R 4 d B BRI S04 ~ SO40 (HH 1A |
A4 B4 FI C4) F5 37 SRR g AL B SM4 (4 &) i
SM10( &l E4) JE Bk P I 3, % 3032 08 Btk
PP ERBILIURE 9 55 A0 T BB 25 S A LR A 46 vk 132
)T 22 2

2 b EERA A ferrooxidans W) NV IE R, 24
Fe™ W52 &AL K Fe™ J5 (48 h J5) , B T it FC B 14
HEANNAH 2 AL ( Nazari et al. |, 2014) , SEFFREN
BRSO RN ) T e 0 2 it [ ) i
BRONEG fh ., e Ah, ok B 0 AT HLIR 4h &k (S040 Al
SC20 b3 2 il X P AP A ) 7% 1L (Ren et al. |
2009 ) B FI T Py RIE 1 (SC40 Fit SM20 Ak
TCRRUTTE ™26 ) o WP 4t TR 55 32 W e s B )
P AHFDE S 2544 35 2552 21 AMIMIS 4 HLIR A
ER AR B B

(1) MRS FA HURR Fh R 1% v B S5 AR e %o 4
WAL Fe™ B RE T VE AN I HOk B e e (2R
R | Fr A TR BN RN B R A AR IR A 20, 40 T 40
mmol/ L) W25 7= A= B I8 () 3 i) ( AR BN () I o
SRR NS AT R RR AN > FERR AN ) .

(2) AHLER AN R FE B AR, A1) T4 R BRIk
Jiti FC AT ) 22T S B ARG b, FErh R DTTE 7™ W) A 4
WA BT BL (2 d ) EZONIEICHT, A0 P 15 5%
G50 (7 d) J5 BRI 7E Fe* B 2 A AL
(2~7 d) , BRUTTE ™ Wy ) b A [ 5 1) o B Ak L
4k,

(3) A HLIR BN R B 55 B BRIV 77 ) %
Rt AT 5 e A Mt FC BT T B 5 o B A 1Y) % AT
B2 32 B

(4) SEETREN BN A BB R B0 AN AT G TR AN 1) Jon
A B G R i B FRER ALY e Ak
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