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Mineralogy, mineral chemistry and genesis of the Hongyuntan iron deposit
in East Tianshan Mountians, Xinjiang
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Abstract: The Hongyuntan iron deposit is hosted in pyroclastic rocks of the Lower Carboniferous Yamansu For-

mation. The ore bodies occur as layers, stratoid bodies or lenses. The principal ore mineral is magnetite, together
with minor maghemite, specularite, pyrite and trace chalcopyrite. The gangue minerals include garnet, diop-

side, actinolite, chlorite, tremolite, epidote, biotite, albite and quartz. The ore structures are mainly of massive

and disseminated forms, with occasional banded or veined forms. The ore textures are of subhedral-anhedral

granular and metasomatic types. The wall rock alteration shows symmetrical zoning, and the alteration colors change
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from dark to light from ore bodies outwards. On the basis of observed mineral assemblages and ore fabrics, two
periods of ore deposition were recognized, i.e., skarn period and hydrothermal ore-forming period, which could
be further subdivided into four metallogenic stages, namely skarn stage, retrograde alteration stage (main ore-
forming stage), early hydrothermal stage and quartz-sulfide stage. Electron microprobe analyses show that the
end member of garnet is mainly andradite-grossularite. The composition of pyroxene is mainly diopside-asteroite.
The amphiboles is composed mainly of actinolite and tremolite with minor magnesiohornblende. The composition
of these skarn minerals suggests that skarn in the Hongyuntan iron deposit is calcic skarn, belonging to metaso-
matic skarn. The characteristics of main and trace elements suggest that the formation of magnetite was closely
related to the skarn. In combination with geological characteristics, the authors suggest that the skarn might
have resulted from interaction between Ca-rich pyroclastic and Fe-rich magmatic hydrothermal fluid which was
transported along the fault system. The formation of magnetite was hence related to the regressive metamor-
phism of the skarn.

Key words: magnetite; skarn; chemical composition typomorphy; Hongyuntan iron deposit; East Tianshan
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Fig. 1

Geological map of the East Tianshan Mountains and iron deposits Cafter Wang Jingbin ez al. > 2006)
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Fig. 3 Characteristics of skarn ores from the Hongyuntan iron deposit
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Fig. 4 Characteristics of hydrothermal ores from the Hongyuntan iron deposit
a—JHCHR B R AT A VPR O AR AT T 45 W« b7 28 L R A R O AT B IR BB R s 6 A —RE R 4 v S SR 23 AT I WA R d— TR %
LT A Hh S 5 JeR A ) 0 AT B REART OOl ) s o—1E &0 A1 s BRI S B R IR, BAG 99 8 W 0 AR AT s F— 58 LBk A 141
PRI -G AT @8 L RIS Ry AT I BRI s h—E 2 L TR ACE R R A I IR AR (OB s i— s Bk ARk ™
(BRI

a—pyrite vein causing recrystallization of magnetite on both sides; b—magnetite vein crosscutting andestic tuff; c—magnetite vein crosscutting acti-

nolite-magnetite ore; d—dense disseminated and directional magnetites filling in andestic tuff(transmitted light); e—dense disseminated and direc-

tional pyrites filling in magnetites; f—pyrite + quartz + epidote vein crosscutting poor ore; g—pyrite vein crosscutting andestic tuff; h—magnetite

vein crosscutting andestic tuffCreflective light); i—magnetites replaced by pyrites(reflective light)
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Table 1 Representative data of electron microprobe analysis of garnets from the Hongyuntan deposit

HYT-28- HYT-28- HYT-28- HYT-4- HYT-4- HYT-4- HYT-4- HYT-7- HYT-7- HYT-7- HYT-7-

13 22 2.3 12 22 32 42 1-1 12 13 21
S0, 36.79  35.87  37.57  37.24  37.40  36.50  37.95  37.62  37.47  37.34  37.25
TiO, 0.15 0.03 0.07 0.16 0.16 0.23 0.15 0.04 0.09 0.00 0.20
ALO; 3.85 4.35 5.87 5.35 7.19 4.28 7.10 4.08 3.80 4.75 4.77
Cr0s 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.01
TFO  23.92  22.84  20.71  22.35  19.44  24.82  19.52  23.23  24.93  201.75  22.09
MnO 0.13 0.13 0.13 0.10 0.02 0.19 0.08 0.05 0.13 0.07 0.11
MgO 0.05 0.04 0.27 0.13 0.22 0.06 0.24 0.16 0.06 0.12 0.19
Ca0 31,35 30.11  33.42 32.22 33.69  31.63  33.54  33.64  31.33  33.29  33.56
Total 96.35  93.44  98.09  97.59  98.14  97.80  98.61  98.82  97.83  97.38  98.27
Si 3.07 3.08 3.05 3.05 3.02 3.0 3.05 3.05 3.08 3.06 3.03
Ti 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
Al 0.38 0.44 0.56 0.52 0.69 0.42 0.67 0.39 0.37 0.46 0.46
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
P! 1.57 1.51 1.40 1.44 1.29 1.56 1.29 1.57 1.58 1.49 1.51
Fe2* 0.10 0.13 0.00 0.09 0.02 0.15 0.02 0.00 0.14 0.00 0.00
Mn 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01
Mg 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.02
Ca 2.80 2.77 2.90 2.83 2.9 2.80 289 2.9 2.76 2.93 2.93
Ura 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00  0.00 0.09  0.00 0.00 0.08 0.03
And 80.54  77.37 7145 73.59 6537  78.94  65.64  80.17  81.06  75.98  76.30
Pyr 0.23 0.18 112 0.52 0.91 0.23 0.98 0.66 0.24 0.49 0.78
Spe 0.32 0.32 0.30 0.24 0.05 0.45 0.18 0.10 0.31 0.17 0.25
Gro 15.45 1752 27.09  22.57  32.96  15.29  32.34  19.03  13.63  23.27  22.65
Alm 3.46 4.61 0.03 3.03 0.72 5.10 0.78 0.03 4.77 0.00 0.00
S0, 36,56 37.02 37.03  37.22  36.45  36.47  37.63  37.17  36.83  36.46  36.31
TiO, 0.08 0.04 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.10 0.14 0.01 0.11 0.06 0.12
ALO; 3.57 4.41 4.02 4.59 2.44 3.65 6.58 3.70 3.93 3.68 3.37
Cr0; 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.03 0.03 0.00 0.00
TFO 2623 22.66  22.8  23.00  27.13  25.50  20.58  24.26  24.49  24.40  23.50
MnO 0.26 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.14 0.16 0.23 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11
MgO 0.03 0.12 0.10 0.14 0.02 0.04 0.14 0.07 0.11 0.06 0.10
Ca0 31,33 33.66  32.71  33.45 3147 3111 3415 32.05 3215  32.05  32.44
Total 98.15  98.09  97.04  98.58  97.70  97.07  99.47  97.47  97.81  96.90  96.00
Si 3.02 3.03 3.06 3.03 3.03 3.04 3.01 3.07 3.04 3.04 3.04
Ti 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
Al 0.35 0.43 0.39 0.44 0.24 0.36 0.62 0.36 0.38 0.36 0.33
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fo* 1.63 1.55 1.56 1.54 1.74 1.61 1.36 1.59 1.59 1.61 1.63
F* 0.18 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.15 0.16 0.01 0.08 0.10 0.09 0.01
Mn 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Mg 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Ca 2.77 2.95 2.90 2.9 2.81 2.78 2.93 2.83 2.84 2.86 2.91
Ura 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.01 0.04 0.02 0.01 0.09 0.08 0.00 0.00
And 8.45 7831 79.8¢  77.73  87.8  81.80  68.68  81.51  80.59  81.73  83.06
Pyr 0.14 0.47 0.42 0.58 0.06 0.17 0.55 0.29 0.46 0.27 0.40
Spe 0.60 0.16 0.16 0.16 0.33 0.37 0.52 0.26 0.27 0.26 0.27
Gro 10.82  21.06  18.88  20.58  6.66 12,00  29.74  15.08  15.27  14.8%  15.76
Alm 5.99 0.00 0.60 0.94 5.05 5.55 0.50 2.78 3.33 2.91 0.50

Alm— And— Gro— Pyr— Spe— 0.00 0.0 n%
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Table 2 Representative data of electron microprobe analysis of clinopyroxenes from the Hongyuntan iron deposit

HYT-31-3-1 HYT-31-3-2  ZK1403-1-2 7ZK1403-2-2  HYT-31-2-3  HYT-31-3-2  HYT-16-1-3  HYT-14-1-1

SiO, 54.13 52.89 50.35 49.99 53.54 53.57 52.39 52.10
TiO, 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00
AlLOs 2.34 2.61 1.51 1.91 0.53 0.48 0.82 0.65
Cry,04 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.04
FeO 11.47 12.59 12.85 14.09 8.73 9.07 13.22 10.59
MnO 0.01 0.01 0.12 0.10 0.07 0.06 0.22 0.06
MgO 16.10 15.68 10.29 9.84 12.60 12.93 9.77 11.08
CaO 12.31 12.36 23.35 23.42 23.32 23.11 23.48 23.72
Na,O 0.46 0.46 0.29 0.36 0.41 0.40 0.27 0.26
K,O 0.17 0.21 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.03 0.01 0.00
Total 97.02 96.83 98.78 99.85 99.22 99.67 100.18 98.59
6 4
Si 2.03 2.01 1.95 1.93 2.01 2.01 2.00 2.00
Al v 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al Vi 0.10 0.12 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.03
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fe&' 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.11 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fet 0.37 0.40 0.34 0.34 0.28 0.28 0.42 0.34
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
Mg 0.90 0.89 0.59 0.57 0.71 0.72 0.55 0.63
Ca 0.50 0.50 0.97 0.97 0.94 0.93 0.96 0.97
Na 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02
K 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
3.94 3.96 4.02 4.03 3.99 4.00 4.00 4.00
Mn Fe 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01
Mg Fe ~ 2.46 2.20 1.44 1.26 2.57 2.54 1.31 1.86
Di 71.08 68.70 58.71 55.51 71.81 71.59 56.39 64.95
Hd 28.89 31.28 40.90 44.18 27.96 28.21 42.89 34.84
Jo 0.02 0.02 0.40 0.31 0.22 0.20 0.71 0.21
Wo 27.57 27.50 48.38 48.06 48.11 47.20 48.86 49.49
En 50.16 48.53 29.66 28.09 36.17 36.76 28.28 32.17
Fs 20.39 22.11 20.86 22.52 14.20 14.58 21.86 17.36
Ac 1.88 1.85 1.10 1.32 1.52 1.46 1.00 0.99
0.00 Di— Hd— Jo— 0.0n% TFeO
6 43.38X10 °® Ni=14.6x10 °~39.1x10°
Co=28.8x10 °~67x10 ° 44.04 x 24.7x10 ° Sc=0.75%x10 °~5.45%x10 °
10°° Ni=1.53x10 ©~8.92x 10 ° 2.08x10° % V=166%x10 °~687x10 °
5.44X10 ° Sc=0.18x10 °~2.84x10 ° 436.6 X 10 ° Cr=6.32 %10 °~ 169 x
1.05X107% V=24.4x10°~134x10° 10°° 44X 107° Cu=9.47%x10°~43.2 %
70.96 X 10 % Cr=6.2x10 ©~41.4x10° 10°° 21.09X10 % Zn=27.7x10 %~
18.02X10°°% Cu=15X%X10°%~54.7x 57.2x10°° 40.5X10°°% Ga=16.5 %
10°° 34.34X10°% Zn=20.2%X10"°~ 10 °~24.9x10°° 20.42 X 10°°
69.2x10°° 40.58 X 10 7% Ga=3.94 X \Y%
107 °~15.5x10°° 11.24 x10°° Cr Ni Ga Sc

Co=25.6X10"°~57.1x10"°
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Fig. 8 Classification of amphibole from the Hongyuntan
iron deposit after Leake et al. 1997
4 wpR %
Table 4 Representative data of electron microprobe analysis
of epidote from the Hongyuntan iron deposit 5.2
HYT-28- HYT-28- ZK1403-3- ZK1403-3- ZK1403-3-
2.3 33 -1 14 23 1979
NoO 005 0.03  0.04  0.01  0.00
MgO 0.00 0.02 0.15 0.02 0.01
ALOs 20.38 22.12 6.88 29.52 28.72 1979 Al
K,O .0 .01 . .01 . .
<2 0.00 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 MnMgSl
CaO 21.20 22.48 31.82 23.21 23.17
P,0s 0.00 0.21 0.00 0.00 0.03
TFeO 12.64 13.33 19.60 4.97 5.23
MnO 0.07 0.07 0.15 0.08 0.00 9
TiO, 0.03 0.00 0.28 0.00 0.01
SiO, 35.97 37.47 35.88 39.97 39.45 . 1
CnO; 0.2 0.02 0.0l 0.02  0.01 TFeO SO, ALO;
V05 0.01 0.02 007  0.00  0.00 10
Tol  90.36  95.78  94.87  97.81  96.62 V Cr Ni Ga Sc
TFeO 0.00 0.0n%
1984 11
5.1
1981

OBuunHukOB 1980
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Table 5 Representative data of electron microprobe analysis of magnetite from the Hongyuntan iron deposit

Na,0 MgO ALO; KO CaO P,Os TFeO MnO TiO, SO, Cr0O; V,0;  Total

HYT-31-1-1 36-1-1 0.000 0.000 0.037 0.021 0.000 0.000 90.584 0.000 0.087 0.000 0.015 0.060 90.804
HYT-31-2-1 36-2-1 0.011 0.038 0.246 0.062 0.000 0.000 89.767 0.003 0.000 0.272 0.017 0.093 90.509
HYT-31-4-1 36-4-1 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 91.362 0.000 0.004 0.017 0.050 0.147 91.580
ZK1403-3-1-3 55-1-3 0.002 0.000 0.027 0.040 0.488 0.046 90.831 0.000 0.020 0.047 0.000 0.000 91.501
HYT-28-1-1 33-1-1 0.017 0.006 0.020 0.000 0.009 0.055 92.730 0.019 0.000 0.023 0.045 0.034 92.958
HYT-28-2-1 33-2-1 0.076 0.000 0.164 0.004 0.519 0.135 89.521 0.000 0.000 0.238 0.027 0.000 90.684
HYT-4-1-1 5-1.1 0.000 0.006 0.050 0.000 0.000 0.000 92.044 0.000 0.000 0.018 0.011 0.093 92.222
HYT-4-3-1 5-3.1 0.004 0.000 0.065 0.000 0.000 0.000 91.730 0.000 0.000 0.064 0.037 0.040 91.940
HYT-4-4-1 5-4.1 0.037 0.000 0.092 0.000 0.000 0.023 90.740 0.000 0.009 0.023 0.023 0.016 90.963
HYT-31-2-1 36-2.1 0.074 0.000 0.030 0.044 0.053 0.000 91.498 0.019 0.000 0.067 0.069 0.109 91.963
HYT-16-1-1 18-1.1 0.000 0.000 0.117 0.000 0.000 0.000 91.708 0.003 0.011 0.105 0.000 0.006 91.950
HYT-16-2-1 18-2.1 0.000 0.034 0.120 0.021 0.000 0.000 92.590 0.025 0.000 0.038 0.007 0.056 92.891
HYT-15-1-1 17-1.1 0.067 0.000 0.038 0.000 0.000 0.000 89.192 0.000 0.023 0.044 0.072 0.387 89.823
HYT-6-2-1 7-2.1 0.226 0.019 0.046 0.009 0.000 0.000 91.711 0.000 0.000 0.131 0.047 0.047 92.236
HYT-6-5-1 7-5.1 0.000 0.008 0.054 0.000 0.000 0.000 91.550 0.000 0.000 0.119 0.067 0.000 91.798
HYT-6-6-1 7-6.1 0.017 0.006 0.033 0.003 0.000 0.000 92.096 0.009 0.000 0.183 0.051 0.011 92.409
HYT-6-7-1 7-7.1 0.054 0.009 0.006 0.001 0.000 0.000 91.200 0.000 0.000 0.075 0.048 0.038 91.431
HYT-11-2-3-2 13-3.2 0.080 0.038 0.024 0.000 0.055 0.012 89.999 0.000 0.000 0.047 0.027 0.063 90.345
HYT-11-2-4-1 13-4.1 0.019 0.020 0.043 0.000 0.000 0.046 90.940 0.000 0.000 0.029 0.050 0.003 91.150
HYT-1-2-1-1 2-1.1 0.039 0.000 0.020 0.000 0.000 0.000 92.654 0.003 0.000 0.050 0.048 0.257 93.071
HYT-1-2-1-2 2-1.2 0.024 0.035 0.015 0.000 0.000 0.029 91.400 0.000 0.007 0.018 0.059 0.291 91.878
HYT-1-2-3-1 2-3.1 0.067 0.013 0.014 0.000 0.000 0.000 90.693 0.032 0.000 0.137 0.030 0.110 91.096
HYT-20-1-2 22-1.2 0.023 0.000 0.100 0.000 0.000 0.000 90.002 0.064 0.043 0.015 0.011 0.029 90.287
HYT-20-2-1 22-2.1 0.000 0.018 0.208 0.000 0.000 0.000 90.883 0.000 0.077 0.036 0.002 0.015 91.239
HYT-20-3-1 22-3.1 0.000 0.009 0.158 0.007 0.000 0.024 88.746 0.000 0.087 0.012 0.028 0.006 89.077
HYT-26-1-1 HYT-26-1.1 0.026 0.001 0.111 0.005 0.000 0.000 92.764 0.000 0.152 0.044 0.021 0.024 93.148
HYT-26-2-1 HYT-26-2.1 0.117 0.011 0.042 0.000 0.000 0.000 92.555 0.019 0.079 0.047 0.000 0.033 92.903
HYT-26-2-2 HYT-26-2.2 0.037 0.008 0.026 0.070 0.000 0.000 91.907 0.044 0.008 0.015 0.061 0.021 92.197
HYT-31-1-1 36-1.1 0.015 0.005 0.103 0.000 0.000 0.078 92.302 0.003 0.000 0.038 0.058 0.095 92.697
HYT-31-1-2 36-1.2 0.020 0.052 0.126 0.000 0.000 0.003 91.764 0.000 0.000 0.073 0.026 0.092 92.156
HYT-11-2-3-3 7-1.1 0.000 0.029 0.000 0.004 0.000 0.000 92.533 0.000 0.015 0.099 0.026 0.024 92.730
HYT-11-2-3-1 13-3.1 0.056 0.000 0.008 0.000 0.000 0.006 91.844 0.057 0.029 0.032 0.018 0.026 92.076
HYT-3-1-1 HYT-3-1.1 0.011 0.010 0.103 0.000 0.000 0.003 91.538 0.035 0.033 0.044 0.010 0.036 91.823
HYT-3-2-1 HYT-3-2.1 0.015 0.030 0.115 0.018 0.000 0.040 91.874 0.009 0.052 0.029 0.034 0.052 92.268
TFeO 0.00 0.0n%
6 wg 1079
Table 6 Trace element content of magnetite from the Hongyuntan iron deposit
Sc \% Cr Co Ni Cu Zn Ga In
HYT-19-1 0.689 134 11.5 39.1 4.09 54.7 69.2 14.9 0.146
HYT-20 2.84 85.3 16.4 55.4 6.31 30.5 38.1 12.8 0.092
HYT-24 0.422 54.2 41.4 29.9 6.37 44.2 50 9.08 0.06
HYT-29 0.179 24.4 14.6 28.8 1.53 27.3 25.4 3.94 0.015
HYT-30 1.14 56.9 6.2 67 8.92 15 20.2 15.5 0.091
HYT-31 5.45 687 169 46.3 23.5 28.2 27.7 24.9 0.052
ZK1402-1 1.3 297 21.1 57 39.1 13.6 57.2 19.9 0.06
ZK1402-2 1.59 511 15.2 25.6 14.6 9.47 44.3 22.9 0.067
ZK1401-2 1.29 522 8.4 30.9 21 11 35.8 17.9 0.06
ZK402-1 0.75 166 6.32 57.1 25.3 43.2 37.5 16.5 0.104
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Fig. 10 Oxides correlation diagram of magnetite from the Hongyuntan iron deposit
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Fig. 11 Genetic diagram of magnetite from the Hongyuntan
iron deposit after Wang Shunjin 1984
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