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The essence of A-type granitoids: A discussion on the opinions held by Prof.
Zhang Qi and some other researchers

WANG Yang, JIAO Yong-ling, TONG Li-hua and YAO Yao
(School of Earth Science and Resources, China University of Geosciences, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The essence of A-type granitoids is the enrichment of iron and the depletion of magnesium, and the A-
type granitoids mean the collage of the felsic igneous rocks formed under the reduced environment. The term
“A-type granitoids” is purely descriptive, and has no petrogenetic implications. The origin of the common meta-
luminous and peraluminous A-type granitoids needs high geothermal gradient, whereas the low pressure is not
the essential condition for generating these melts.
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