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Mineralogical characteristics of emerald from Malipo, Yunnan Province
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Abstract: Emerald from Malipo in Yunnan Province was studied in this paper by using electron probe microana-

lyzer (EPMA), XRD and other technologies and, on such a basis, the characteristic features of Malipo emerald

have been established: it contains two sets of trace elements (femic and alkali); the content of V,0js is signifi-

cantly higher than that of Cr,O3, which shows that V is the main element causing color; the refractive indices
are No=1.584~1.586, Ne=1.576~1.579, and the specific gravity is 2.70 =0.01; the isomorphous substi-

tutions of Malipo emerald are of “octahedral-type”.

used to determine the origin of the emerald.

The mineralogical characteristics of Malipo emerald can be
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Table 1 Electron microprobe analyses of emerald from Malipo, Yunnan
1-1 1-2 1-3 1-4 1-5 1-6 1-7 1-8
SiO, 66.13 66.35 66.63 66.39 66.49 66.30 66.22 66.71
AlLOs 17.18 17.38 17.26 17.3 17.62 17.32 17.83 17.58
FeO 0.45 0.32 0.38 0.35 0.32 0.37 0.29 0.34
MgO 1.05 0.78 0.93 0.81 0.73 0.79 0.65 0.81
CaO - 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
S, 05 0.01 - - 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
TiO, 0.06 - 0.04 0.03 - 0.01 - 0.03
V505 0.30 0.29 0.34 0.42 0.30 0.35 0.29 0.38
Cr,05 0.03 0.06 0.02 0.03 - 0.09 0.03 0.08
MnO 0.03 - 0.02 0.02 - 0.02 0.03 0.02
Na,O 0.14 0.18 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.16 0.17 0.16
K,O - 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.04 - 0.02 0.03
Rb,O 0.16 0.16 0.12 0.15 0.15 0.14 0.16 0.14
Cs,0 0.11 0.12 0.10 0.12 0.13 0.15 0.11 0.11
BeO 13.58 13.59 13.68 13.63 13.64 13.61 13.57 13.68
Li,O 0.11 0.13 0.11 0.11 0.12 0.11 0.13 0.12
g 99.34 99.38 99.82 99.54 99.69 99.44 99.52 100.21
Si 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
Al 1.837 1.853 1.832 1.843 1.874 1.848 1.905 1.863
Fe 0.034 0.025 0.029 0.027 0.024 0.028 0.022 0.025
Mg 0.142 0.105 0.125 0.109 0.098 0.107 0.088 0.109
Ca - 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001
Sc 0.001 - - 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001 0.001
Ti 0.004 - 0.003 0.002 - 0.001 - 0.002
\% 0.022 0.021 0.025 0.03 0.022 0.025 0.021 0.027
Cr 0.002 0.004 0.001 0.002 A\ 0.007 0.002 0.005
Mn 0.002 - 0.001 0.002 - 0.002 0.002 0.002
Na 0.025 0.032 0.028 0.025 0.023 0.028 0.029 0.028
K - 0.001 0.002 0.002 0.004 - 0.002 0.003
Rb 0.01 0.01 0. 006 0.009 0.009 0.008 0.01 0.008
Cs 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.004 0.005 0.005 0.004 0.004
Be 2.961 2.953 2.956 2.96 2.959 2.959 2.954 2.957
Li 0.039 _0.047 0.041 0.04 0.041 0.041 0.0046 0.043
19 1-10 2-1 2-2 2-3 2-4 2-5 2-6
SiO, 66.54 65.70 67.09 66.45 66.78 66.63 66.60 67.13
AL O3 17.41 17.85 17.75 17.98 18.03 17.93 17.99 17.83
FeO 0.37 0.33 0.33 0.34 0.38 0.31 0.43 0.26
MgO 0.82 0.58 0.66 0.61 0.58 0.84 0.78 0.59
CaO 0.02 - 0.01 - 0.02 0.02 0.02
Sc,0; 0.01 - 0.01 0.01 - 0.02 0.01 -
TiO, - - 0.02 - - 0.01 -
V,0; 0.44 0.34 0.26 0.21 0.11 0.22 0.17 0.22
Cr,Os 0.06 0.06 0.02 0.06 0.05 - 0.04
MnO - - - 0.01 0.02 - 0.06 0.02
Na,O 0.16 0.10 0.15 0.19 0.12 0.16 0.16 0.23
K,O 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 - 0.01 0.02
Rb,O 0.16 0.15 0.16 0.17 0.16 0.15 0.14 0.15
Cs,0 0.10 0.07 0.08 0.09 0.13 0.07 0.06 0.08
BeO 13.64 13.54 13.78 3.60 13.73 13.68 13.68 13.72
LiO 0.12 0.08 0.11 0.14 0.10 0.11 0.11 0.15
Sy 99.88 98.80 100.43 99.82 100.21 100.19 100.23 100.46
Si 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
Al 1.851 1.922 1.871 1.913 1.909 1.904 1.91 1.879
Fe 0.028 0.025 0.025 0.026 0.029 0.023 0.033 0.019
Mg 0.11 0.079 0.088 0.082 0.078 0.113 0.105 0.078
Ca 0.002 - 0.001 - - 0.002 0.002 0.002
Sc 0.001 - 0.001 0.001 - 0.001 0.001 -
Ti - - 0.002 - 0.001 0.001 -
Y 0.031 0.025 0.018 0.015 0.008 0.016 0.012 0.016
Cr 0.004 0.004 0.001 0.004 0.003 - 0.003
Mn 0.001 - - 0.001 0.002 0.001 0.004 0.002
Na 0.028 0.018 0.026 0.034 0.021 0.028 0.028 0.04
K 0.003 - - 0.002 0.001 — 0.001 0.002
Rb 0.01 0.009 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.009 0.008 0.009
Cs 0.004 0.002 0.003 0.003 0.005 0.002 0.002 0.003
Be 2.954 2.971 2.961 2.951 2.963 2.961 2.961 2.946
Li 0.046 0.0029 0.039 0.049 0.037 0.0039 0.039 0.054
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L—liquid; V—vapor; ? —unidentified matter
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