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Mineral characteristics and tectonic environment of L.ongwuxia Gorge ophiolite

in Tongren, West Qinling area
WANG Hui-ging, ZHU Yun-hai, LIN Qi-xiang and LI Yi-long
(Earth Science Faculty, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Located in Tongren of Qinghai Province, the Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite lies at the juncture between
West Qinling and Middle Qilian orogenic belts and is composed of mantle peridotite (dunite, serpentinized
dunite), ultramafic cumulate units (clinopyroxene-peridotites, olivine-pyroxenites), mafic cumulate units
(olivine-bearing gabbro, gabbro etc.) and diabases. All these units are in contact with faults and have been
weakly altered. Polarized light microscope studies of thin sections reveal that the crystallization sequences is Ol—
Cpx—>(Opx)—PI, consistent well with the marked SSZ-type ophiolite crystallization sequence. EPMA analyses
of the minerals show that olivines belong to the chrysolite family, and clinopyroxenes mostly have the composi-
tion similar to that of augite and diopside. Discrimination diagrams based on clinopyroxene geochemical data in-
dicate that ophiolite originated in a compression tectonic background related closely to volcanic-arc. REE concen-
trations of most samples assume the chondrite-normalized distribution pattern with weak LREE enrichment,
which is very different from the pattern of MORB. The enrichment of large ion lithophile trace elements (e. g.,
Ba, Rb and Sr) and the depletion of Nb, P are similar to things of the subduction zone components. High field
strength elements discrimination diagrams also prove the above conclusion. In addition, the ophiolite is supposed
to have been derived from a mature island arc tectonic environment, with the participation of some continental
crust materials during the formation process.
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Fig. 1 Schematic tectonic background of Tongren Qinghai Province and its adjacent areas after Feng Yimin et al.

2003 and Zhu Yunhai ez al. 2006 @
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Table 1 Chemical composition of olivine in Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite
SiO, TiO, ALO; Cr,05 oM MnO MgO CaO Na,O K,O Total Fo
D2032-2-3-1 40.91 0.01 0.00 0.01 9.51 0.13 48.77 0.02 0.01 0.01 99.38 90.2
D2032-2-3-2 40.96  0.00 0.01 0.00 9.49 0.14  49.85 0.01 0.03 0.01  100.50 90.4
D2032-2-3-3 40.85 0.01 0.02 0.00 9.52 0.12 49.23 0.02 0.01 0.01 99.79 90.3
Pm45-35-1-1 37.42 0.02 0.01 25.14 0.37 37.17 0.08 0.05 0.01 100.27  72.7
Pmd45-35-1-2 37.89  0.01 0.01 0.00 24.53 0.31 37.15 0.08 0.07 0.02 100.08 73.2
Pm45-35-1-3 37.53 0.00 0.01 24.28 0.34 37.52 0.06 0.04 0.01 99.78 73.6
Pm45-35-1-4 37.43 0.00 27.90 0.46 35.76 0.06 0.00 101.62  69.8
Pm45-35-1-5 37.79 0.01 0.06 27.16 0.41 36.57 0.07 0.01 102.07  70.8
Pm45-35-2-1 38.01 0.01 0.03 21.71 0.32  39.09 0.08 0.03 0.02 99.28 76.4
Pmd45-35-2-2 37.73 0.06 23.45 0.31 38.609 0.07 0.01 0.02 100.34 74.8
Pm45-35-2-3 37.85 0.00 0.01 23.81 0.35 38.33 0.04 0.08 0.00 100.47 74.3
Pm45-35-2-4 38.24 0.02 23.68 0.39 38.01 0.02 0.02 100.37 74.3
Pm45-35-2-5 38.50 0.04 0.01 24.04  0.34  37.27 0.08 0.13 0.03 100.43 73.6
Pm80-62-1-1 37.26 0.03 0.02 25.63 0.36 36.70 0.06 0.00 100.05 72.0
Pm80-62-1-2 37.12 25.60 0.37 36.77 0.04 0.04 0.00 99.93 72.1
Pm80-62-1-3 36.90 0.02 0.01 0.02 25.29 0.40 36.11 0.08 0.05 0.03 98.90 72.0
Pm80-62-1-4 37.25  0.03 25.20 0.34  36.59 0.05 0.01 0.01 99.49  72.3
Pm&80-62-1-5 38.18 0.01 0.01 0.02 26.19 0.37 35.73 0.05 0.01 100.57 71.1
Pm80-61-1-1 38.02 0.05 0.01 25.45  0.40 36.36  0.03 0.02 0.02 100.35 72.0
Pm80-61-1-2  37.35  0.02 24.96 0.32  36.71 0.04 0.03 0.03 99.45 72.6
Pm80-64-1-1 36.61 0.02 0.05 25.65 0.33 37.31 0.06 100.02 72.4
Pm80-64-2-1 37.67 0.01 24.90 0.37 37.47 0.05 0.04 0.03 100.54  73.0
Pm80-64-2-2 37.10  0.06 25.13 0.38 37.80 0.01 0.01 0.01 100.49 73.0
FeO" FeO
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Table 2 Chemical composition of clinopyroxenes in Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite
SiO, TiO, ALO; Cr0;  FeO* MnO MgO CaO Na,O K,O Total Mg
Pm45-35-1-1 52.26 0.50 2.50 0.63 5.40 0.19 16.62  20.71 0.30 99.10 0.85
Pm45-35-1-2 52.90 0.26 1.95 0.34 5.06 0.13 16.09  20.86 0.36 0.08 98.03 0.85
Pm45-35-1-3 51.08 0.80 2.89 0.66 6.33 0.18 15.65 21.26 0.25 99.12 0.82
Pm45-35-1-4 51.57 0.54 2.93 0.57 6.67 0.22 15.62 21.61 0.28 100.01  0.81
Pm45-35-1-5 51.91 0.62 2.11 0.58 6.77 0.16 15.07 20.72 0.24 0.01 98.20 0.80
Pm45-35-2-1 53.05 0.23 2.19 0.61 4.70 0.20 16.65 21.10 0.36 0.01 99.09 0.86
Pm45-35-2-2 51.93 0.58 2.86 0.66 5.10 0.20 16.77 19.89 0.38 0.03 98.40 0.86
Pm45-35-2-3 51.94 0.41 1.96 0.60 5.54 0.19 15.24 22.24 0.18 0.01 98.30 0.83
Pmd45-35-2-4 51.53 0.40 2.42 0.57 6.10 0.18 15.90 21.04 0.28 98.43 0.82
Pm80-62-1-1 51.38 0.68 3.01 0.48 5.95 0.23 15.65 20.56 0.48 0.11 98.52 0.83
Pm80-62-1-2 50.63 0.98 2.83 0.57 7.15 0.24 15.62  20.59 0.37 0.02 98.99 0.80
Pm80-62-1-3 51.12 0.56 2.60 0.46 6.72 0.19 15.79  20.39 0.34 0.00 98.16 0.81
Pm80-61-1-1 51.04 0.69 3.39 0.67 8.02 0.22 15.52  19.51 0.53 0.18 99.76 0.78
Pm80-61-1-2 50.70 0.87 2.89 0.48 6.70 0.21 15.02  21.24 0.35 0.03 98.48 0.80
Pm80-64-1-1 52.75 0.71 2.38 0.29 7.73 0.17 17.64 18.08 0.47 0.06 100.28 0.80
Pm80-64-1-2 51.45 0.76 3.20 0.62 5.82 0.16 15.92  20.45 0.45 0.03 98.87 0.83
Pm80-64-2-1 52.12 0.45 2.35 0.38 6.67 0.22 15.11  20.55 0.32 98.16 0.80
Pm80-54-1-1 51.39 0.53 1.72 0.09 11.45 0.18 13.93  19.97 0.31 0.05 99.61 0.69
Pm80-55-1-2 51.51 0.56 1.95 0.45 10.62 0.26 13.70  20.77 0.38 0.03 100.23 0.70
Pm80-56-1-1 51.96 0.48 1.50 0.02 10.38 0.25 13.78  21.45 0.30 0.03 100.15 0.70
Pm80-57-1-1 50.52 0.60 2.86 0.33 9.68 0.23 14.62  18.62 0.39 0.28 98.12 0.73
Pm80-60-1-1 52.06 0.62 2.07 0.39 7:28 0.21 15.80  20.99 0.37 0.01 99.81 0.80
Pm80-65-2-2 55.37 0.19 2.25 0.51 7.16 0.25 21.69  10.42 0.57 0.01 98.41 0.84
Pm80-65-3-1 51.60 0.67 2.71 0.58 7.62 0.26 15.28 21.01 0.37 0.01 100.10  0.78
Pm80-69-1-1 52.18 0.58 2.88 0.53 8.43 0.21 15.99 18.26 0.53 0.01 99.60 0.77
O Pm80-69-2-1 52.05 0.57 2.21 0.50 6.95 0.17 16.34  20.78 0.30 0.01 99.88 0.81
Pm80-70-1-3 52.56 0.52 2.15 0.38 6.47 0.21 16.21  20.70 0.28 99.48 0.82
Pm80-71-1-1 52.23 0.52 2.41 0.63 6.86 0.20 16.11  20.89 0.35 100.19 0.8l
Pm80-68-1-1 51.78 0.40 2.01 0.63 8.43 0.21 17.36  18.26 0.29 0.02 99.38 0.79
Pm8&0-70-2-1 52.47 0.52 2.50 0.52 6.73 0.20 16.20 21.14 0.37 0.02 100.67 0.81
Pm80-53-1-2 52.35 0.37 1.96 0.43 6.50 0.17 15.75 21.74 0.37 0.01 99.64 0.81
Pm80-66-1-1 51.87 0.49 2.06 0.49 8.04 0.20 15.01  21.20 0.33 0.01 99.71 0.77
Pm80-58-1-2 55.24 0.32 1.68 0.19 13.60 0.22 19.60 8.35 0.20 0.04 99.44 0.72
Pm80-59-1-1 51.40 0.45 1.75 0.34 10.09 0.25 14.24  21.04 0.37 99.93 0.72
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Table 3 Chemical composition of plagioclase in Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite

SiO, TiO, ALO;  CrO;  FeO™ MnO MgO CaO Na,O K,O Total An

Pm45-35-1-1 48.02  0.06  32.88 0.22 0.02 15.97  2.25 0.02  99.43 80
Pm45-35-2-1 47.79 0.05 31.87 0.03 0.26 0.01 0.25 15.67 2.19 0.12  98.24 80
Pm45-35-2-2 47.72  0.07  32.55 0.14 0.02 0.01 15.56  2.38 0.06  98.50 78
Pm80-61-1-1 47.73  0.01 32.99 0.17 0.02  15.83  2.55 0.08  99.38 77
Pm80-64-1-1 47.50  0.02  33.00 0.21 0.00 15.86  2.52 0.13  99.23 78
Pm80-64-2-1 48.67 0.06  32.85 0.01 0.22 0.00 0.00 15.81 2.47 0.07  100.17 78
Pm80-64-2-2 48.07  0.02  32.65 0.23 0.01 0.03 15.87  2.26 0.13  99.25 80
Pm80-54-1-1 55.64  0.04  27.91 0.20 0.02 0.06 10.37  4.68 0.22 99.14 55
Pm80-54-1-2 52.91 0.12  28.77  0.00 0.22 0.00 0.00 11.68  4.60 0.38  98.69 58
Pm80-54-2-1 55.54 0.06 27.71 0.01 0.15 0.01 0.02 10.66  4.89 0.30  99.36 55
Pm80-54-2-2 53.46  0.06 28.95 0.01 0.21 0.01 11.98  4.71 0.20  99.38 58
Pm80-55-1-1 54.17  0.01  29.15 0.20 0.01 0.01 11.96  4.52 0.19 100.21 59
Pm80-55-1-2 56.62  0.06  27.32 0.09 0.02 9.87 5.71 0.21 99.89 49
Pm80-56-1-1 53.34  0.03  28.43 0.26 0.03 11.20  4.94 0.28  98.50 56
Pm80-56-1-2 55.83  0.07 27.71 0.02 0.20 0.02 9.60 5.98 0.43 99.87 47
Pm80-57-1-1 54.53  0.08 28.27 0.01 0.31 0.02 11.78 3.22 0.47  98.69 67
Pm80-57-1-2 52.77  0.03  28.97 0.28 0.02 0.01 12.00  4.55 0.22  98.84 59
Pm80-57-2-2 53.23  0.03  29.62  0.02 0.17 0.01 0.02 12.35  4.56 0.28 100.28 60
Pm80-60-1-1 52.30  0.09  30.60 0.24 0.02 0.77 12.04  3.85 0.27  100.19 63
Pm80-60-1-2 51.07 0.03  30.16 0.13 0.01 0.00 13.34  3.79 0.26  98.79 66
Pm80-65-2-1 52.97  0.05 29.98 0.01 0.11 0.02 13.06 4.08 0.17  100.45 64
Pm80-65-2-2 50.78  0.07 30.68 0.18 0.00 0.01 13.85  3.12 0.25  98.94 71
Pm&0-65-3-1 52.69  0.05 29.50 0.02 0.24 0.04 12.66 4.14 0.32  99.64 63
Pm80-65-3-2 53.30  0.09  29.52 0.19 0.01 0.02  12.50  4.49 0.09 100.22 61
Pm80-69-1-1 48.14  0.07  32.44 0.04 0.20 0.01 0.03 15.98  2.23 0.04  99.19 80
= Pm80-69-2-1 53.71 0.04  28.91 0.00 0.27 0.02 0.02 11.45  4.51 0.28  99.20 58
Pm80-69-2-2 53.45 0.06 29.02 0.02 0.22 0.02 0.01 12.06  4.33 0.28  99.66 60
Pm80-69-2-3 56.11 0.06  27.81 0.05 0.27 0.03 0.04 9.81 5.31 0.37  99.86 51
Pm80-69-2-4 53.77 0.05 29.36 0.00 0.23 12.26  4.34 0.19  100.18 61
Pm80-70-1-1 52.01 0.02  29.45 0.03 0.22 0.03 12.00  4.50 0.25  98.50 60
Pm80-70-1-2 51.43  0.07 30.12  0.02 0.21 0.01 0.04 12.83  3.80 0.26  98.80 65
Pm80-71-1-1 52.00 0.08  30.58 0.21 0.02 0.01 13.27 3.91 0.18 100.22 65
Pm80-71-1-2 53.13  0.08  29.11 0.01 0.18 0.03 11.59  4.72 0.22  99.07 58
Pm80-71-2-1 52.41  0.05  29.09 0.20 0.00 0.05 11.73  4.35 0.23  98.12 60
Pm80-71-2-2 53.75 0.09 28.53  0.02 0.32 0.02 11.63  4.64 0.31 99.31 58
Pm80-66-1-1 56.08 0.07 27.12 0.22 0.01 9.84 5.72 0.31 99.37 49
Pm80-66-1-2 53.04 0.08 29.08 0.06 0.32 0.02 11.43 4.34 0.32  98.68 59
Pm80-68-1-1 52.43  0.05 29.64 0.24 0.00 0.00 12.05 4.16 0.22  98.77 62
Pm80-70-2-1 54.15  0.07  27.60 0.21 0.02 0.04 10.40  5.40 0.38  98.26 52
Pm80-53-1-1 54.41 0.05 28.37 0.01 0.20 0.03 10.48 4.52 0.14  98.20 56
Pm80-58-1-1 52.78 0.01 29.07 0.01 0.25 12.26  4.38 0.27  99.03 61
Pm80-58-1-2 55.85 0.05  27.49 0.24 0.02  10.30 5.78 0.18  99.91 50
Pm80-59-1-1 53.92 0.03  28.59 0.32 0.06 11.73  4.89 0.32  99.86 57
Pm80-59-1-2 52.92  0.04 29.24 0.02 0.31 0.01 002 12.40 4.47 0.21 99.62 61

FeO" FeO
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3.2.2 Irvine Baragar 1971
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Harker 4 -
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Table 4 Major elements wyp % and REE wy 107 ¢ analyses of Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite
D2032-2-1 D2032-2-3 D2032-3-1 D2032-3-2 D2032-2-2 D2032-3-4 D2032-3-3
SiO, 36.05 36.19 38.93 43.18 44.00 44.86 49.66
TiO, 0.34 0.32 0.29 0.21 0.30 0.24 1.29
ALO; 1.15 1.20 2.46 13.63 11.40 15.40 16.72
Fe,05 17.96 11.25 14.99 1.28 5.88 3.19 2.93
FeO 6.93 8.86 6.84 7.45 4.77 6.02 6.28
MnO 0.30 0.23 0.28 0.16 0.15 0.14 0.14
MgO 32.34 30.35 29.64 16.49 14.88 12.79 7.70
CaO 1.43 2.39 3.34 8.75 11.17 11.80 8.99
Na,O 0.02 0.03 0.15 0.74 0.70 1.15 3.61
K,O 0.10 0.11 0.63 2.24 0.50 0.60 0.88
P,0s 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.22
L.O.1. 2.57 8.17 1.84 5.49 5.79 3.42 1.19
Total 99.21 99.13 99.43 99.63 99.56 99.62 99.61
La 1.36 1.95 3.42 1.42 1.79 1.41 13.59
Ce 3.00 4.74 7.17 3.33 4.15 3.11 30.57
Pr 0.39 0.66 0.89 0.50 0.62 0.45 4.10
Nd 1.68 3.11 3.71 2.48 3.25 2.35 18.50
Sm 0.47 0.83 0.90 0.74 1.02 0.72 4.68
Eu 0.13 0.18 0.22 0.42 0.47 0.50 1.22
Gd 0.49 0.97 0.95 0.95 1.25 0.87 4.91
Tb 0.08 0.15 0.15 0.17 0.21 0.15 0.81
Dy 0.53 0.99 0.98 1.05 1.34 0.94 5.07
Ho 0.11 0.21 0.21 0.22 0.28 0.20 1.06
Er 0.34 0.54 0.55 0.60 0.75 0.52 2.81
Tm 0.06 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.11 0.08 0.43
Yb 0.46 0.55 0.60 0.59 0.64 0.47 2.90
Lu 0.09 0.09 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.07 0.41
> REE 9.26 15.05 19.94 12.64 15.98 11.83 91.05
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Fig. 5 NaO+K,O- SiO, diagram from Irvine 1977

and Rock series from Miyashiro 1974 of Longwuxia

Gorge ophiolite  Symbols as for Fig. 4
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Fig. 7 Chondrite-normalized rare earth element patterns of Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite Chondrite normalization
values from Boyton 1984 symbols as for Fig. 4

5 wp 10~ 6
Table 5 Trace element analyses of Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite

Ba Rb Th Nb Ta Sr Zr Hf Y Cr Ni Co A% Cu Pb Zn

D2032-2-1" 13.2 2.52 0.46 0.54 0.06 10.7 12.6 0.33 3.25 3118 935 178 18  3.04 1.05 195
D2032-2-3" 9.25 3.12 0.55 0.81 0.07 11.5 19.2 0.60 5.52 43683 834 142 210 6.16 0.80 144
D2032-3-1" 38.4 21.1 1.00 0.95 0.10 14.5 24.1 0.67 5.44 1463 766 151 130 38.2 0.91 133
Pm45-35-1 64.3 9.6 0.43 0.43 0.05 29.4 14.6 0.5 5.24 29.4 751 109 141 11.4 3 124
Pm45-35-2 85.1 17.6 0.98 0.96 0.09 41.3 27.1 1 8.2 41.3 742 110 155 13.1 4 127
D2032-3-2" 65.3 110 0.11 0.22 0.03 126 7.33 0.30 5.86 727 320 61.7 105 7.56 1.52 67.4
Pm80-62-1 177 85.6 0.86 1.3 0.25 151 35.4 1.1 13.3 1202 296 60.8 193 136 7.3 77.2
D2032-2-2° 7401 21.2 0.28 0.30 0.04 243 13.0 0.46 7.28 1053 572 102 130 7.26 3.31 87.9
D2032-3-4" 56.1 18.9 0.08 0.10 0.02 307 6.45 0.29 5.13 777 320 79.6 111 41.6 3.09 74.6
Pm45-30-1 120 10.6 1.14 0.92 0.11 238 20.4 1.2 11.6 687 251 54.7 123 79.7 5 100
Pm80-61-1 156 59.8 0.58 1 0.24 232 29 1 8.94 484 201 44.9 140 33.5 5.5 064.6
Pm80-64-1 97 40.8 0.72 0.6 0.2 18 29.8 1 10.6 1230 309 65.3 205 23 3.8 76.2
Pm80-64-2 81.9 46 0.26 0.39 0.19 211 14.8 0.6 6.72 808 242 48.4 126 7 37.4 72.3
Pmd5-34-1 134 31.3 2.12 2.53 0.21 259 43.9 1.6 10.9 429 104 29.5 130 24.3 7.8 60.2
Pm45-36-1 180 70.6 1.06 1.08 0.12 311 20.8 0.9 6.7 311 181 42.5 143 10.2 5.7 064.5
Pm80-54-1 565 95.7 9.5 20 1.6 217 29 8.1 50.5 10.5 15.1 28 127 2066 32.5 125
Pm80-54-2 922 110 6.7 22.8 1.6 352 210 6.5 34.7 13.7 17.1 25 140 225 24.1 104
Pm80-55-1 416 101 4.4 5.3 0.47 248 101 2.9 20.3 372 92.3 26.5 156 52.6 7.8 54.3
Pm80-56-1 113 63.2 0.93 1.7 0.24 217 32.1 1.1 8.86 369 140 36.5 131 27.4 5.1 53.5
Pm80-57-1 211 52.2 1.4 2.3 0.33 314 36.2 1.1 12 352 105 29.4 152 36 6.2 58.6
Pm80-57-2 280 86.4 1.2 1.4 0.26 299 40.1 1.3 9.71 452 159 41.8 136 62.8 7.5 65.3
Pm80-60-1 238 41.8 0.93 0.9 0.23 358 32.5 1.1 9.01 363 128 29.6 146 15.2 1.4 50.2
Pm80-65-2 140 53.9 0.71 0.38 0.17 394 13 0.7 5.49 308 97.2 26.8 148 21.6 3.6 50.6
Pm80-65-3 122 73.5 0.16 0.3 0.19 328 14.2 0.7 6.13 308 93.4 36.7 273 36.3 8.1 51.6
Pm80-69-1 280 40.1 1.1 4.2 0.46 366 47 1.9 17.8 257 76.1 34.5 170 101 11.6 71.9
Pm80-69-2 307 58.2 5.2 7.6 0.68 285 130 3 20.1 70.5 21.7 27.4 162 41.9 19.2 91.3
Pm80-70-1 196 166 5.1 7.1 0.65 239 142 3 19.5 63.4 20.3 24.2 154 41.6 12.4 73.8
Pm80-71-1 484 112 13.7 11.8 1.1 599 154 5.4 23.9 85.3 30.4 35.4 121 7955 15.1 173
Pm80-71-2 538 131 15.2 12.5 1.4 573 136 5 31.9 63.2 30.9 42.5 105 8003 21.5 163
Pm80-66-1 127 22.6 0.49 1.3 0.27 291 21.1 1 11.9 327 93.3 36.2 177 12.3 3.5 68.8
Pm80-68-1 183 29 1.8 3.8 0.42 291 47 1.7 16.7 234 73 30.7 159 20.3 8.3 55
Pm80-70-2 273 51.6 3.4 6 0.57 299 115 2.8 20.3 232 66.1 31.9 178 114 14.7 78.9

Pm80-53-1 260 151 9.5 22.3 1.6 131 390 8.4 46.5 11.4 11.7 19 91.2 179 23.5 127

D2032-3-3" 198 16.2 0.96 5.59 0.36 218 &85.0 2.37 28.9 330 143 44.8 212 132 5.99 86.2
Pm80-58-1 179 33.2 1.4 1.8 0.29 312 40.3 1.3 9.77 318 116 32.4 134 19.6 5.9 60.1
Pm80-59-1 317 75.6 1.1 1.5 0.26 311 37.8 1.1 15.6 469 156 38.3 155 146 2.8 62.3

*
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Fig. 8 Chondrite-normalized trace element patterns of Longwuxia Gorge ophiolite Chondrite normalization values
from Thompson 1982 Symbols as for Fig. 4
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