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Water content and element geochemistry of peridotite xenoliths hosted
by Early-Jurassic basalt in Ningyuan, Hunan Province
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Department of Earth Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Even a small amount of water can have a disproportionately large effect on physical and chemical prop-
erties of minerals or rocks, and hence knowledge of its speciation, concentration and distribution is crucial for
understanding the composition, structure, physical and chemical characteristics and geodynamics of the litho-
spheric mantle. Peridotite xenoliths hosted by alkali magma are representative samples from the lithospheric
mantle, and their water content may provide information about the distribution of water in the lithospheric man-
tle. Peridotite xenoliths are hosted by both Mesozoic and Cenozoic basalts in eastern China. Although some re-
search work has been done for peridotite xenoliths hosted by Cenozoic basalts, investigations on peridotites host-
ed by Mesozoic basalts remain insufficient. This paper presents major and trace element concentrations of miner-

als from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Early Jurassic basalts in Ningyuan, Hunan Province, which were obtained
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by EMP and LA-ICPMS respectively. Covariations between major and trace elements suggest that the peridotite
xenoliths are relicts of primary mantle after low-degree partial melting. Elevated content of highly incompatible
elements (Th, U, La, Ce etc.) in some clinopyroxenes demonstrates that the Ningyuan lithospheric mantle has
undergone mantle metasomatism. Based on low La/Yb and high Ti/Eu ratios of clinopyroxenes, the authors
hold that the metasomatic agent was silicate melt rather than carbonatite melt. Micro-FTIR analysis demon-
strates that both clinopyroxene and orthopyroxene display prominent absorption bands in 3 000~3 700 cm ™' re-
gion, which resulted from hydroxyl defect in their structure. The calculated water content (H,O wt.) of
clinopyroxene and orthopyroxene ranges from 147 X 10 % to 461 X 10 ® and 40 X 10 ® to 126 X 10 ¢ respec-
tively. Based on the water content and mineral model, it is estimated that the whole-rock water content of the
Ninyuan peridotites should vary in the range of 34 X 10 *~108 X 10 °. In combination with the previously re-
ported data, it is held that the water content of the Mesozoic lithospheric mantle of Ningyuan is much higher
than that of the Cenozoic lithospheric mantle of the North China Craton (mostly <30 X 10 ). The low water
content of the Cenozoic lithospheric mantle in the North China Craton is attributed to the heating action by an
upwelling asthenosphere flow in consistent with NCC lithospheric thinning during the Late Mesozoic to Early Cenozoic
period. Therefore, the difference between the Ningyuan Mesozoic lithospheric mantle and the Cenozoic NCC lithospheric
mantle probably reflects the temporal evolution of water content in the lithospheric mantle of eastern China.
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Fig.1 Location of Ningyuan in eastern China
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Table 1 Chemical compositions of clinopyroxenes from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Ningyuan Mesozoic basalts
NYO1  NY(02  NYO5S NYO8 NY09 NY10 NYIl NY13 NYI4 NYI7 NYI9 NY20 NY22 NY24
SiO, 51.85 52.34  51.69 51.67 52.00 52.55 51.44 52.09 51.76 51.94 52.30 52.02 51.75 51.91
TiO, 0.51 0.24 0.49 0.61 0.30 0.49 0.48 0.45 0.44 0.47 0.16 0.47 0.52 0.44
ALO; 7.47 6.01 7.73 7.77 6.69 7.07 7.64 6.80 7.19 7.51 5.79 7.14 7.37 7.38
Cr,04 0.61 1.26 0.67 0.60 1.06 0.74 0.66 0.99 1.04 0.88 1.30 0.85 0.59 0.81
FeO 2.69 2.66 2.41 2.34 3.30 2.88 3.26 3.13 3.13 2.86 2.42 3.04 3.07 2.99
MnO 0.06 0.07 0.04 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.06 0.07 0.09 0.08
MgO 14.60 15.61 14.44 13.58 16.16 14.94 14.80 15.62 15.31 14.91 15.56 14.96 14.85 14.84
CaO 21.10 20.73 22.37 21.92 20.21 20.36 20.32 20.55 20.13 20.18 21.37 20.32 20.75 20.38
Na,O 0.85 0.66 0.86 0.77 0.47 0.65 0.62 0.56 0.62 0.69 0.52 0.61 0.57 0.61
K,0O 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01
NiO 0.06 0.05 0.04 0.08 0.08 0.05 0.03 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.05
Total 99.82 99.63 100.75 99.43 100.36 99.80 99.35 100.34 99.74 99.57 99.52 99.54 99.59  99.50
Si 1.87 1.90 1.86 1.88 1.87 1.89 1.87 1.88 1.87 1.88 1.90 1.88 1.88 1.88
Ti 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01
Al 0.32 0.26 0.33 0.33 0.28 0.30 0.33 0.29 0.31 0.32 0.25 0.30 0.31 0.31
Cr 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.02 0.02
Fe 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.07 0.09 0.09 0.09
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 0.79 0.84 0.77 0.74 0.87 0.80 0.80 0.84 0.83 0.80 0.84 0.81 0.80 0.80
Ca 0.82 0.80 0.86 0.85 0.78 0.79 0.79 0.79 0.78 0.78 0.83 0.79 0.81 0.79
Na 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.03 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ni 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 3.97 3.97 3.99 3.96 3.98 3.95 3.97 3.97 3.97 3.96 3.97 3.96 3.97 3.96
Mg" 90.64 91.28 91.45 91.25 89.95 90.25 88.99 89.88 89.70 90.30 91.99 89.76 89.65 89.83
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Table 2 Chemical compositions of orthopyroxenes from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Ningyuan Mesozoic basalts
NYO1 NYO02 NYO5S NYO8 NY09 NY10 NYIl NY13 NYI4 NYI7 NYI9 NY20 NY22 NY24
SiO, 54.89 55.92 54.57 55.84 55.62 55.10 55.01 55.46 55.25 54.87 55.39 55.11 54.86 55.05
TiO, 0.12 0.05 0.09 0.12 0.07 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.08 0.08 0.04 0.09 0.10 0.07
ALO; 4.97 4.14 4.23 4.94 4.46 4.72 4.61 4.63 4.50 4.75 3.88 4.58 4.86 4.67
Cr,0;5 0.26 0.52 0.36 0.23 0.48 0.33 0.26 0.50 0.43 0.37 0.56 0.37 0.27 0.35
FeO 6.93 5.99 4.98 5.48 5.74 6.55 6.66 5.97 6.22 6.21 5.77 6.37 6.93 6.90
MnO 0.13 0.11 0.18 0.13 0.12 0.12 0.15 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.14
MgO 32.07 32.95 32.82 32.10 32.58 32.32 31.77 32.48 32.62 32.49 33.60 32.37 31.58 32.76
CaO 0.83 0.71 0.72 0.73 0.92 0.70 0.67 0.85 0.82 0.65 0.68 0.72 0.70 0.70
Na,O 0.05 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.03 0.04
K,O 0.00 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00
NiO 0.06 0.11 0.11 0.08 0.09 0.11 0.10 0.10 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.09 0.08 0.11
Total 100.30 100.57 98.17 99.72 100.13 100.10 99.38 100.25 100.20 99.71 100.17 99.89 99.56 100.77
Si 1.90 1.92 1.91 1.92 1.91 1.90 1.91 1.91 1.90 1.90 1.91 1.91 1.91 1.89
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al 0.20 0.17 0.17 0.20 0.18 0.19 0.19 0.19 0.18 0.19 0.16 0.19 0.20 0.19
Cr 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01
Fe 0.20 0.17 0.15 0.16 0.17 0.19 0.19 0.17 0.18 0.18 0.17 0.18 0.20 0.20
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 1.65 1.68 1.71 1.65 1.67 1.66 1.65 1.67 1.68 1.68 1.73 1.67 1.64 1.68
Ca 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03
Na 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ni 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 4.00 3.99 3.99 3.97 3.99 3.99 3.98 3.99 3.99 4.00 4.00 3.99 3.99 4.00
Mg" 89.19 90.76  92.17 91.27 91.00 89.80 §9.48 90.66 90.34 90.32 91.22 90.06 89.04 89.43
t C 1007 970 978 977 1031 968 959 1011 1005 952 962 975 970 966
Brey & Kohler 1990 Ca-in-Opx 1.5 GPa
3 wWp %
Table 3 Chemical compositions of olivines from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Ningyuan Mesozoic basalts
NYO1 =~ NYO02 NYO5S NYO8 NY09 NYI0 NYIl NY13 NYI4 NYI7 NYI9 NY20 NY22 NY24
SiO, 40.83  39.69 40.21 40.96 40.96 41.13 40.69 41.42 41.07 41.22 40.77 41.06 40.70 40.93
TiO, 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
ALO; 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02
Cr, 03 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.03 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01
FeO 9.95 9.94 9.91 10.54  9.19 10.16 10.93  9.62 9.28 9.70 8.51 9.91 10.73  9.82
MnO 0.16 0.12 0.00 0.14 0.12 0.10 0.13 0.11 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.13
MgO 48.55 49.34 49.84 48.14 49.46 47.94 47.54 49.02 49.02 48.90 50.15 48.16 47.52 48.02
CaO 0.07 0.08 0.05 0.05 0.11 0.07 0.07 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.08
Na,O 0.020 0.010 0.003 0.001 0.000 0.005 0.003 0.005 0.007 0.009 0.012 0.014 0.009 0.008
K,O 0.014 0.005 0.004 0.005 0.000 0.004 0.005 0.005 0.005 0.000 0.004 0.007 0.002 0.010
NiO 0.33 0.38 0.02 0.36 0.37 0.36 0.36 0.37 0.39 0.37 0.37 0.39 0.38 0.38
Total 99.94  99.62 100.06 100.23 100.24 99.81 99.77 100.65 100.01 100.45 100.03 99.77 99.58 99.42
Si 1.00 0.98 0.99 1.01 1.00 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.00 1.01 0.99 1.01 1.01 1.01
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fe 0.20 0.21 0.20 0.22 0.19 0.21 0.23 0.20 0.19 0.20 0.17 0.20 0.22 0.20
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 1.78 1.82 1.82 1.76 1.80 1.76 1.75 1.78 1.79 1.78 1.82 1.76 1.75 1.77
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Na 0.001  0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.001 0.000 0.000
K 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Ni 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Total 3.00 3.02 3.01 2.99 3.00 2.99 2.99 2.99 3.00 2.99 3.01 2.99 2.99 2.99
Mg" 89.69 89.85 89.97 89.06 90.56 89.38 88.58 90.09 90.40 89.99 91.31 89.65 88.76 89.71
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Table 4 Chemical compositions of spinels from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Ningyuan Mesozoic basalts
NYO01 NY02 NYO5 NYO8 NY09 NY10 NYI11 NY13 NY14 NY17 NY19 NY20 NY22 NY24
SiO, 0.03 0.03 0.07 0.03 0.06 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.06 0.05
TiO, 0.04 0.06 0.07 0.08 0.12 0.08 0.10 0.13 0.10 0.09 0.05 0.10 0.09 0.07
AlLOs 62.98 50.82 62.29 59.97 53.62 59.30 60.92 56.47 55.46 59.20 50.16 57.76 60.85 58.99
Cr, O3 7.17 18.38 7.62 8.74 14.88 9.13 7.23 12.21 12.99 9.86 19.20 10.16 7.42 9.21
FeO 8.04 10.76 7.93 10.64 11.42 10.08 10.59 10.64 11.09 9.69 10.03  10.58 10.61 10.31
MnO 0.06 0.12 0.13 0.10 0.12 0.09 0.11 0.12 0.12 0.09 0.12 0.12 0.11 0.10
MgO 21.02  19.74 20.80 20.71 20.45 20.64 20.59 20.48 20.54 20.98 19.88 20.47 20.44 20.67
CaO 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.01
Na,O 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.01
K,O 0.05 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
NiO 0.36 0.30 0.37 0.41 0.36 0.37 0.41 0.39 0.34 0.36 0.31 0.40 0.41 0.36
Total 99.78 100.24 99.31 100.69 101.04 99.72 100.01 100.49 100.69 100.33 99.84 99.65 100.02 99.77
Si 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al 1.87 1.59 1.86 1.80 1.65 1.80 1.84 1.72 1.70 1.79 1.58 1.77 1.83 1.79
Cr 0.14 0.39 0.15 0.18 0.31 0.19 0.15 0.25 0.27 0.20 0.40 0.21 0.15 0.19
Fe 0.17 0.24 0.17 0.23 0.25 0.22 0.23 0.23 0.24 0.21 0.22 0.23 0.23 0.22
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 0.79 0.78 0.79 0.79 0.80 0.79 0.78 0.79 0.80 0.80 0.79 0.79 0.78 0.79
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Na 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
K 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Ni 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Total 2.99 3.01 2.99 3.01 3.02 3.01 3.01 3.01 3.01 3.01 3.01 3.01 3.00 3.01
Cr 7.09 19.53 7.58 8.91 15.69 9.36 7.38 12.67 13.58 10.05 20.43 10.56 7.56 9.48
Mg# 82.33 76.58 82.39 77.64 76.15 78.50  77.61 77.43 76.75 79.43 77.94 77.53 77.44 78.15
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Table 5 Trace element concentrations of clinopyroxenes from peridotite xenoliths hosted by Ningyuan Mesozoic basalts
NYO01 NY02 NYO05 NYO8 NY09 NY10 NYI11 NY13 NY14 NY17 NY19 NY20 NY22 NY24
Li 1.58 1.28 1.57 3.03 3.60 1.78 1.65 2.31 2.36 1.85 1.88 2.98 1.72 2.51
Sc n.d. 64.78  65.47 n.d. 59.81 61.96 61.36 n.d. 58.67 54.79 n.d. 59.46  65.79 57.88
A\ n.d. 253 289 n.d. 232 267 260 n.d. 252 242 n.d. 256 261 259
Mn 835 666 794 813 773 734 817 757 710 717 650 733 781 751
Co n.d. 21.93  22.82 n.d. 25.81 22.20 22.91 n.d. 22.68 20.26 n.d. 22.08 22.75 21.55
Ni n.d. 401 402 n.d. 453 364 370 n.d. 391 331 n.d. 370 376 355
Zn n.d. 9.71 10.29 n.d. 15.37 11.14 8.49 n.d. 11.06 8.86 n.d. 13.40 9.29 10.45
Ga n.d. 3.55 4.83 n.d. 4.45 4.79 4.90 n.d. 4.40 4.59 n.d. 4.80 4.45 4.83
Ba 0.085 0.053 0.221 0.180 4.908 0.090 0.693 0.331 0.244 0.220 0.240 0.051 0.138 0.192
Th 0.000 0.013 0.005 0.002 0.628 0.001 0.004 0.084 0.139 0.003 0.029 0.044 0.003 0.241
U 0.000 0.002 0.004 0.005 0.189 0.003 0.009 0.032 0.054 0.008 0.008 0.019 0.002 0.084
Nb 0.01 0.15 0.05 0.02 6.71 0.02 0.03 0.16 0.60 0.04 0.09 0.01 0.06 0.05
La 0.59 0.51 0.73 0.61 4.33 0.23 0.37 1.16 3.05 0.51 0.33 0.36 0.36 0.56
Ce 2.74 1.82 3.01 3.18 9.05 1.65 1.70 3.91 6.82 2.07 0.96 2.20 1.59 1.97
Pb 0.10 0.06 0.23 0.08 0.44 0.01 0.28 0.15 0.37 0.05 0.07 0.06 0.16 0.23
Pr 0.54 0.34 0.62 0.70 1.02 0.47 0.39 0.70 0.90 0.44 0.22 0.49 0.34 0.46
Sr n.d. 43.47  62.69 n.d. 92.39 37.60 30.03 n.d. 87.41 53.04 n.d. 36.05  29.05 34.81
Nd 4.04 2.09 3.93 4.73 4.90 3.42 2.98 4.37 4.31 3.21 1.18 3.51 2.70 3.26
Sm 1.51 0.80 1.76 2.08 1.70 1.51 1.53 1.66 1.41 1.35 0.58 1.70 1.65 1.47
Zr 29.06 13.01 28.11 34.57 33.24 19.93  22.23 28.40 28.77 24.34 12.64 22.60  23.806 20.75
Hf 1.02 0.52 1.09 1.18 0.84 0.80 1.08 1.07 0.97 0.79 0.33 1.03 1.15 0.81
Eu 0.79 0.37 0.78 0.82 0.71 0.72 0.65 0.68 0.66 0.57 0.30 0.72 0.67 0.64
Ti 3348 1473 3101 3540 1841 2932 3016 2 866 2 640 2705 1056 2 656 3107 2915
Gd 2.83 1.48 2.93 3.16 1.91 2.60 2.60 2.60 2.33 222 1.16 2.86 2.65 2.65
Th 0.54 0.28 0.56 0.62 0.50 0.52 0.52 0.47 0.41 0.41 0.29 0.50 0.53 0.47
Dy 3.53 2.05 3.86 4.06 2.93 3.29 3.51 3.24 2.92 2.74 1.88 3.68 3.66 3.31
Y 20.01 11.83 20.44 21.68 16.51 18.35 20.58 17.92 16.00 16.62 10.54 19.05 20.91 18.12
Ho 0.76 0.53 0.86 0.89 0.70 0.70 0.79 0.71 0.64 0.58 0.40 0.83 0.82 0.76
Er 2.30 1.31 2.33 2.56 2.00 2.11 2.16 1.97 1.72 1.72 1.11 2.19 2.30 2.01
Tm 0.333 0.215 0.320 0.368 0.270 0.292  0.341 0.276  0.233 0.249 0.172 0.347 0.351 0.285
Yhb 2.22 1.30 2.21 2.50 1.79 1.88 2.09 1.75 1.54 1.57 1.17 2.11 2.12 1.99
Lu 0.29 0.17 0.32 0.33 0.24 0.25 0.31 0.26 0.22 022 0.16 0.30 0.34 0.28
n.d.—
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Fig. 3 REE and trace element patterns of clinopyroxene from 3.4
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Table 6 Mineral model and water content of Ninyuan peridotites
<20% ~ wg % w H,O 107°
30 %
NY13 3 Ny N, NYO1 10 35 55 247 74 52
N, NY02 15 25 60 264 70 58
6 NYO05 15 30 55 285 74 66
53%10 NYO08 15 30 55 147 40 35
61 x10°° 9.8% NY24 NY09 15 25 60 302 91 69
NY10 10 30 60 357 103 68
~6 NYI11 15 25 60 248 67 55
295 %10 NY13 15 30 55 234 61 54
320x10°° 7.8% NY14 15 25 60 461 126 102
NY19 15 25 60 211 71 51
1 <10% NY22 10 20 70 425 114 67
0 0% NY24 15 25 60 320 105 75
Kovacs et al. 2008
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