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Skarn mineral characteristics of the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
in Guangdong Province and their geological significance
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Abstract: The large Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic skarn deposit in Yuexi area is hosted in limestone of Devo-
nian Tianziling Formation, and the ore bodies occur in the skarn and skarnized marble in stratoid, lamellar,
lenticular and irregular forms. Metallic minerals consist mainly of chalcopyrite, galena, sphalerite and pyrite,
whereas gangue minerals are composed of garnet, diopside, epidote, wollastonite, chlorite etc. With skarn min-
erals as the study object and by using electron microprobe technology, the authors investigated the mineralogical

characteristics. Electron microprobe analyses show that the skarns in the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
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belong to typical calcic skarns. Garnets in the ore deposit are mainly andradite-grossularite and varied with time
from grossular to andradite, suggesting that the ore-forming fluid had a evolutionary trend from acidic to basic.
Augites are mainly diopside. Components of garnet and proxene are Adry 99647 Grsy j0—94. 28 ( Prp +
Sps)g.a1~3.88 and Digg 519509 Hdz 31 -9 76 Jop. 283 03, respectively, and their wide compositional variation range
suggests that skarns were not formed under a totally enclosed equilibrium condition. The end member of the epi-
dote group is dominated by epidote, and contains a little zoisite. The Mn/Fe ratio of pyroxene may be related to
mineral metals. Characteristics of skarn in the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit shows that it is a typical
skarn deposit resulting from the replacement of the marble by granitoid magma.

Key words: Yuexi area; Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit; mineral characteristics; electron microprobe

analysis; skarn minerals
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Fig. 1 Simplified geological map of the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
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1—Quaternary alluvial-diluvial material; 2—Devonian Tianziling Formation consisting of limestone, argillaceous limestones 3——adamellites

4—marble: 5—hornstone: 6—skarn: 7—copper ore body: 8 —lead-zinc ore body: 9—limonite ore body: 10—vein of barite:
11—translational fault; 12—drill hole
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Fig. 6 Mineral association and features of wall rocks in the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
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Table 1 Representative electron microprobe analyses of garnets from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit

Na,O  MgO ALO; KO SiO, P,0s CaO MnO Cr,O;  FeO TiO, NiO Total

H95-2-2 0.01 0.13  20.85 0.01 40 0.01 36.2 0.1 - 2.77 0.3 0.01 100.37
T-17 1 -4 0.14 0.02 19.31 0.04 38.606 - 35.19  1.78 - 4.53 0.01 0.01 99.68
T-101 2 -1 0.11 0.18 11.74 0.03 37.49 0.03 35.98 0.18 - 12.51 0.5 0.03 98.8
T-49-1 - 0.06 21.04 0.01 39.2 - 36.63 0.9 0.02 2.86 0.03 - 100.74
T2-2 2 -1 0.2 0.18 7.63 0.04 36.33 0.01 34.34 0.3 0.04 18.94 0.03 - 98.05
. T-7-1-1 0.03 0.11 0.4 0.02  36.76 - 34.64  0.09 - 13.55 0.83 - 96.43
T-112-2-1 0.09 0.11 19.56 - 38.05 - 36.92  0.48 - 3.27 0.68 - 99.16
T-112-2-2 - 0.04 21.31 - 39.13 0.06 37.44 0.44 0.02 1.49 0.07 - 99.99
T-112-2-3 - 0.04 18.95 0.01 39.95 - 36.72  0.42 0.01 5.08 - - 101.19
T-23-1 - 0.04 9.74 0.01 36.36 0.02 34.65 0.24 - 15.17  0.27 0.05 96.56
T2-3 1 -1-2 - 0.1 9.32 - 38.8 0.05 35.73 0.22 0.05 16.77 0.15 0.01 101.19
T2-3 1 -2-1 0.03 0.22  10.05 - 37.84 - 35.59 0.44 - 14.55 1.53 - 100.24
T-7-4-2 0.11 - 12.83  0.01 36.17 0.01 34.73  0.31 - 10.82  0.29 - 95.27
T-7-4-3 0.23 0.09 17.31 0.12 37.45 - 35.71  0.28 - 5.08 0.45 - 96.72
T-74-1-1 0.01 0.06 7.04 - 36.42  0.02 35.4 0.08 0.01 19.66 0.12 S 98.82
2 T6-45 1 -1-1 0.05 0.26 10.73  0.02 38.7 - 34.38 0.32 0.06 14.22 0.79 0.04 99.55
T6-45 1 -1-2 0.01 0.27 0.09 - 34.13  0.04 33.24 0.14 - 27.79  0.03 0.03 95.77
T6-45 1 -1-3 0.02 0.12 5.63 0.01 36.39 - 34.19  0.18 0.03 20.59 0.00 - 97.21
T6-45 1 -1-4 - 0.24 0.05 - 34.61 0.04 33.01 0.04 0.03 27.33 0.02 0.02 95.4
Si Ti Al Cr Ft Fe't Mn Mg Ca Ura  Adr Prp Sps Grs  Alm
H95-2-2 3.01 0.02 1.85 0 0.14 0.04 0.01 0.01 2.92 0 6.87 0.5 0.22 91.15 1.26
T-17 1 4 2.97 0 1.75 0 0.27  0.02 0.12 0 2.9 0 13.51 0.06 3.82 82.02 0.59
T-101 2 -1 2.98 0.03 1.1 0 0.83 0 0.01 0.02 3.06 0 40.27 0.7 0.4 58.64 0
T-49-1 2.95 0 1.87 0 0.16 0.02 0.06 0.01 2.96 0.07 7.8 0.23 1.89 89.29 0.7
T2-2 2 -1 2.96 0 0.73 0 1.29 0 0.02 0.02 3 0.13 63.67 0.73 0.67 34.79 0
1 T-7-1-1 2.99 0.05 1 0 0.92 0 0.01 0.01 3.02 0 45.48 0.43 0.21 53.87 0
T-112-2-1 2.93° 0.04 1.77 0 0.21 0 0.03 0.01 3.04 0 10.23 0.4 1.01 88.36 0
T-112-2- 2.96 0 1.9 0 0.09 0 0.03 0 3.04 0.04 4.6 0.15 0.92 94.28 0
T-112-2-3 3.01 0 1.68 0 0.32 0 0.03 0 2.96 0.04 15.81 0.15 0.9 82.97 0.13
T-23-1 2.97 0.02 0.94 0 1.04 0 0.02 0 3.04 0 50.89 0.15 0.54 48.42 0
T2-3 1 -1-2 3.02 0.01 0.86 0 1.09 0 0.01 0.01 2.98 0.16 54.47 0.38 0.47 44.52 0
T2-3 1 -2-1 2.97 0.09 0.93 0 0.96 0 0.03 0.03 2.99 0 47 0.83 0.96 51.22 0
T-7-4-2 2.96 0.02 1.24 0 0.74 0 0.02 0 3.05 0 36.23 0 0.69 63.08 0
T-7-4-3 2.97 0.03 1.62 0 0.34 0 0.02 0.01 3.04 0 16.49 0.34 0.61 82.56 0
T-74-1-1 2.95 0.01 0.67 0 1.33 0 0.01 0.01 3.07 0.03 64.76 0.22 0.19 34.81 0
2 T6-45 1 -1-1 3.04 0.05 0.99 0 0.93 0 0.02 0.03 2.89 0.19 47.58 1.04 0.71 50.47 0
T6-45 1 -1-2 2.94 0 0.01 0 2 0 0.01 0.03 3.06 0 96.47 1.1 0.32 2.1 0
T6-45 1 -1-3 3 0 0.55 0 1.42 0 0.01 0.01 3.02 0.09 69.9 0.46 0.41 29.13 0
T6-45 1 -1-4  2.98 0 0.01 0 1.97 0 0 0.03 3.04 0.11 95.86 0.99 0.1 2.94 0
‘o 0.01% FeO Fe'
~1.01% 0.46% 4
Mn Fe Mn Fe Si0,
Ca 37 . 65 0() A1203 24 . 24 (%) F€203
10.29% CaO 23.71% MgO 0.06%
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5.4 Al Ca Fe Mg
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Fig. 8 End members of garnets a and pyroxenes b from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
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Table 2 Representative electron microprobe analyses of pyroxene from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
Na,O MgO AlLO; K,O SiO, P,05 CaO MnO Cr,04 FeO TiO, NiO Total
Tf3871—17 0?(78 16.55 0.13 0.01 53.87 - 25.25 0.21 0.02 1.67 0.02 - 97.81
T-62-1 0.34 17.30 0.17 0.14 53.43 0.02 25.26 0.54 - 1.38 - 0.02 98.59
T-113-1 0.12 17.52 0.46 0.01 54.07 0.22 26.80 0.09 - 1.67 - - 100.95
T-115-1-1 0.07 17.32 0.14 - 55.79 - 26.12 0.42 0.05 2.00 - 0.02 101.94
T-116-3-2 0.07 17.13 0.34 0.01 53.18 - 26.24 1.01 0.09 0.68 0.02 - 98.76
T-130-1-2 0.12 16.77 0.14 0.01 52.89 0.01 26.22 0.58 0.12 1.88 - - 98.74
T2-8-1-4 0.09 18.15 0.13 0.02 55.99 - 26.44 0.53 0.06 0.92 0.03 0.03  102.37
T2-8-2-2 0.04 17.73 0.14 - 55.13 0.05 25.99 0.53 0.07 1.10 - 0.02  100.80
T3-9-1-1 0.02 16.62 0.04 - 53.93 - 25.19 1.29 - 2.00 - 0.02 99.09
T6-21 1 -1 0.03 16.24 0.13 0.01 55.17 0.04 25.45 0.63 - 2.25 - - 99.97
T10-8-1-3 0.06 16.47 0.09 0.02 53.82 0.01 25.66 0.62 0.01 1.85 - - 98.62
T10-8-3-1 0.09 17.27 0.16 0.02 55.48 0.03 25.38 0.34 - 1.62 0.03 0.03  100.44
Si AN ALY Ti Cr  Fe* Fet  Mn Mg Ca Na K Di Hd Jo
T-38-1-1 2.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.01 0.92 1.01 0.01 0.00 94.00 0.67 5.33
T-62-1 1.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.02 0.95 1.00 0.02 0.01 89.00 1.57 9.21
T-113-1 1.96 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.95 1.04 0.01 0.00 90.36 0.28 9.37
T-115-1-1 1.99 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.92 1.00 0.00 0.00 92.72 1.28 5.99
T-116-3-2 1.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.00 0.03 0.94 1.04 0.01 0.00 89.43 2.98 7.58
T-130-1-2 1.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.02 0.93 1.04 0.01 0.00 88.51 1.73 9.76
T2-8-1-4 1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.02 0.9 1.01 0.01 0.00 95.09 1.56 3.34
T2-8-2-1 1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.02 0.95 1.01 0.00 0.00 95.08 1.61 3.31
T3-9-1-1 1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.04 0.04 0.91 1.00 0.00 0.00 89.97 3.98 6.05
T6-21 1 -1 2.01  0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.02 0.8 0.99 0.00 0.00 90.89 2.02 7.09
T10-8-1-3 1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.91 1.02  0.00 0.00 92.24 1.96 5.80
T10-8-3-1 2.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.001 0.93 0.98 0.01 0.00 93.99 1.06 4.95
o= 0.01% FeO Fe'
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Table 3 Representative electron microprobe analyses of wollastonite from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit

SiO;, CaO Na,O MgO ALO; K,O P,Os MnO Cr,05 FeO TiO, NiO Total
T-23-2 49.71 47.54 0.12 0.01 - 0.01 0.05 - 0.01 0.02 0.01 - 97.48
T-49-3 52.45  48.50 0.01 - - - 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.04 0.02 0.02  101.08
T-100-1 49.81 48.27 0.02 0.08 - 0.13 - 0.21 - 0.17 0.02 0.03 98.73
T-110-2 52.30  48.50 0.03 - - - 0.02 0.46 - 0.10 0.01 0.03 101.44
T-118-2 52.50  48.67 - 0.07 - - 0.01 0.51 0.03 0.12 - - 101.92
T2-8-1-3 52.09 49.13 0.08 0.01 - 0.01 0.01 - 0.01 0.02 - 0.06 101.43
T6-27-1 49.41 47.42 0.02 0.01 - - - 0.12 - 0.07 - 0.02 97.07
T6-38-2 52.07 48.02 0.01 - 0.01 - - 0.32 - 0.08 0.04 - 100. 56
Si AN AlY Ti Cr Fe* Fe?* Mn Mg Ca Na K Wo En Fs
T-23-2 .98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.03 0.01 0.00 99.51 0.02 0.04
T-49-3 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.99 0.00 0.00 99.88 0.01 0.09
T-100-1 1.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.11 0.00 0.01 0.00 2.04 0.00 0.01 99.10 0.22 0.60
T-110-2 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.001 0.00 1.98 0.00 0.00 98.99 0.00 0.90
T-118-2 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.02 0.00 1.98 0.00 0.00 98.78 0.21 1.01
T2-8-1-3 1.99 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.01 0.01 0.00 99.64 0.03 0.04
T6-27-1 1.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.03 0.00 0.00 99.58 0.03 0.31
T6-38-2 2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 1.98 0.00 0.00 99.28 0.01 0.66
v 0.01% FeO Fe'
4 wpy %
Table 4 Representative electron microprobe analyses of epidote from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit
SiO, TiO, ALO; FeO Fe,O3 Cr, O3 MnO MgO CaO Na,O K,O Total
T-72-1 38.61 0.17 26.44 - 9.91 0.02 1.23 0.06 22.83 - - 99.27
T-72-2 38.52 0.12 26.67 - 9.36 - 1.28 0.11 22.44 - 0.05 98.55
T-109-1 37.91 0.07 25.31 - 10.58 - 1.31 - 22.01 - - 97.19
T34 2 -1-1 38.42 0.03 29.52 - 4.05 - 0.17 0.21 22.79 - 0.04 95.23
T34 2 -1-2 38.32 0.17 26.53 - 8.49 0.02 0.43 0.12 23.02 - 0.01 97.11
T34 2 -1-3 38.33 0.03 26.44 - 9.64 - 0.17 - 23.44 - 0.02 98.07
T3-6-1 37.98 0.02 24.29 - 11.85 0.03 0.09 0.07 23.30 - - 97.63
T3-9-1-3 34.74 0.05 10.28 - 15.35 - 0.27 - 34.06 - 0.11 94.86
T4-2-1-2 37.18 0.09 23.17 - 11.80 0.03 0.22 0.02 22.85 - 0.01 95.37
T4-2-2-2 37.59 0.06 24.38 - 11.58 0.05 0.37 0.03 22.82 - - 96.88
T4-2-3-1 37.20 0.06 24.50 - 11.22 - 1.05 - 22.05 - - 96.08
T6-41 1 -1-2 37.76 0.07 22.54 - 11.67 0.01 0.40 0.15 23.78 - 0.01 96.39
Si Al Al Ti Cr Fe?' Fe’ Mn Mg Ca Na K
T-72-1 3.00 0.00 2.41 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.58 0.08 0.01 1.90 0.00 0.00
T-72-2 3.00 0.00 2.45 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.55 0.09 0.01 1.88 0.00 0.01
T-109-1 3.01 0.00 2.37 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.63 0.09 0.00 1.87 0.00 0.00
T34 2 -1-1 3.03 0.00 2.74 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.24 0.01 0.03 1.93 0.00 0.00
T34 2 -1-2 3.02 0.00 2.46 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.03 0.01 1.94 0.00 0.00
T3-4 2 -1-3 3.00 0.00 2.44 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.57 0.01 0.00 1.97 0.00 0.00
T3-6-1 3.01 0.00 2.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.71 0.01 0.01 1.98 0.00 0.00
T3-9-1-3 3.06 0.00 1.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.02 0.02 0.00 3.22 0.00 0.01
T4-2-1-2 3.03 0.00 2.22 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.72 0.02 0.00 1.99 0.00 0.00
T4-2-2-2 3.01 0.00 2.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.70 0.03 0.00 1.96 0.00 0.00
T4-2-3-1 3.00 0.00 2.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.68 0.07 0.00 1.91 0.00 0.00
T6-41 1 -1-2 3.05 0.00 2.15 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.71 0.03 0.02 2.06 0.00 0.00
“o 0.01% FeO Fe’
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Table 5 Representative microprobe analyses of chlorite from the Tiantang Cu-Pb-Zn polymetallic deposit

Si02 Tl’O;_ A12 03 Cl‘z O3 FeO Fe2 03 MnO MgO CaO Naz O Kz O Total
T-19-1 28.28 0.02 19.35 0.02 17.92 - 1.15 20.79 0.01 0.02 0.07 87.63
T-19-2 28.71 17.99 0.05 17.69 - 1.12 20.98 0.03 0.12 0.05 86.74
T1-18-1 28.12 21.15 - 32.73 - 0.30 4.52 0.23 0.23 1.36 88.64
T5-3-1 33.75 0.01 23.43 - 20.73 - 0.04 3.41 0.09 0.12 3.58 85.16
Fe Fe Mg Fe

Si Al Al Ti Fet Rt Cr Mn Mg Ca Na K

+Mg +Mg

T-19-1 2.05 1.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.09 0.00 0.07 2.25 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.33 0.67

T-19-2 2.10 1.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.08 0.00 0.07 2.29 0.00 0.02 0.01 0.32 0.68

T1-18-1 2.17 1.93 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.12 0.00 0.02 0.52 0.02 0.03 0.13 0.80 0.20

T5-3-1 2.52  2.061 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.30 0.00 0.00 0.38 0.01 0.02 0.34 0.77 0.23

- 0.01% FeO Fe'

1
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Fig. 10 Classification of chlorites from the Tiantang
deposit modified after Foster 1962 b
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