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Brazil’s emerald industry
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Abtract: Since the 1970s, Brazil has been a consistent source of emerald. Emeralds are mostly produced from
the states of Minas Gerais, Bahia and Goias. Now there is still steady production from the Itabira/Nova Era belt
in the gem rich state of Minas Gerais. Along with successes there have also been challenges to the Brazilian
emerald industry. Increasingly strict environmental regulations and higher labor costs have made production
more expensive. Another challenging issue facing the mining, cutting, and trading sectors is the rapid rise of the
Brazilian real against the U.S. dollar. The independent miners can’t make a living on emerald mining for the
mines were becoming too deep and it was difficult to work on the hard rock using hand tools at that depth. The
cutters from Brazil are facing the challenge from Indian buyers who can offer a good price. Mining companies use
advanced mining and sorting technology to reduce the cost of production, some mining companies cut its own
rough emeralds, thus moving up the value chain and recording higher profits per tonne of ore mined. The cutters
from Brazil only cut the emeralds of better quality and sizes, and this helps them stay competitive in the global
market. Brazilian cutters have found a niche in fine-quality calibrated goods that are enticing manufacturers
worldwide. This enables them to hit a profitable price point, and they can also cut larger, good-quality emer-
alds. The future of the Brazilian emerald industry looks very encouraging.

Key words: Brazil; emerald; industry

2013-12-15
1979 - E-mail 3554040@qqg. com Andy LUCAS 1958 - GIA

E-mail alucas@gia. edu


Absent Image
File: 1


132 "H AWV @ % 2 &

#azdk

1

A M LA 70 £ RUR, ELVE FF AR IR TR A Wit
HFE R, B4R EERESTEAT BAKH
BriEfu sl M B Ttabira/Nova Era BB 1 R E
ARG ENR.

FL P 4 A 4 7= MU 7E B 78 R Th 14 R B, R T IR 9
ZHiE. HiEME R RIEA AN _ LAkK 373
RRAE R T A BRF 1L B H R R A #E i s T 4H
BN TFRANA L hEH Z K E LS
B2, R A ERMETFRE 2 RIEH — 5%
B, FEEESSFAR M TMASKRPE
TG Y 53 S — A ) R R 2L 0 B R R % 3B ST L R IR
HIHE .

B L JF A 2 A5 GE 1 4R I AH B 47 7 H, (A&
AXMASEESNEE. K H Itabira/Nova Era %
TR R IR P e L2 2 34 5 730 00038 7T
Nova Era #iX 7= IR SZ 2R EHE B B B T2 10 A
[ ERER ., IX B = HY ARE A5 S DX H 80 AR FY SR R
FRIZE A Z 2 TG RBE.

2 RGH T DTN Belmont HEEERH

Belmont 2t @ &40 K BW Ak, E4RE
_MER e, BM 1978 £, Belmont 4 7 JT # I
K AR E A A RS L. XTI T
FENFEEEE. —~MIREYS, ENFHH
LA LB T B, BT A T XM

Bl 1 Belmont AFIBRARE, FERKEWET fi2
ZHES ] (Lucas 8
Fig. 1 Open-pit mining at Belmont is conducted on a large
scale. Trucks are constantly being filled with ore to be taken
to the processing plant (Photo by Lucas)
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Fig. 2 A conveyer belt brings ore into the optical
sorter at Belmont for the OCD cameras to scan
(Photo by Eric Welch?
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Fig. 3 Much of the production at Capoeirana is done by in-
dependent miners, the processing of the ore is accomplished
by simple hand washing (Photo by Lucas)
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Fig. 4 At Montebello, miners drill into the hard schist
to prepare it for blasting ( Photo by Lucas)
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Fig. 5 Emerald crystals recovered from the schist at
Capoeirana can be large (Photo by Lucas)
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Fig. 6 The wholesale emerald trade in Brazil is quite active.
Businesses such as Sergio Martins’ Stone World (shown here
in his former office at Teofilo Otoni} enjoy a thriving inter-
national and domestic market {Photo by Lucas)
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