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Genesis of mafic-ultramafic rocks in Ulan Obo of Sonid Left Banner,
Inner Mongolia: Indication for metallogenic potentiality

Ablimit EBEY, CHENG Zhi-guo, JIN Zi-liang and ZHANG Zhao-chong
(China University of Geosciences, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Ulan Obo mafic-ultramafic rocks, located along the Inner Mongolia-Da Hinggan Mountains orogenic
belt, consist of harzburgite, gabbros and diabase. Geochemical data indicate that serpentinized peridotites are
mantle-derived peridotite. Gabbro and diabase are tholeiitic rocks and similar to N-MORB in LILE components.
They together consist of ophiolitic complex. Mineralogical analyses reveal that the olivine in peridotite is
forsterite (Fo=91.10~91.81), and chromite has high Cr* and Mg” (61.04—64.44, 50.40~56.37) and be-
longs to pecotites. Clinopyroxene occurs in both mafic and ultramafic rocks, it is endiopside in peridotite and
augite in diabase and is different in scale from sahlite to augite in gabbros. Orthopyroxene only occurs in
harzburgite and belongs to cilinoenstatite. Zircon U-Pb weighted average age of gabbro is 344.5+ 1.5 Ma, sug-
gesting that the ophiolite formed in early Carboniferous period. Geochemical and mineralogical researches suggest
that Ulan Obo ophiolitic complex formed at the fore-arc setting of the Paleo-Asian Ocean in late Paleozoic period.
Petrogenesis of Ulan Obo ophiolitic complex shows favorable conditions for chromite deposit formation, and

therefore emphasis must be paid to the chromites in further exploration and prospecting.
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Fig. 2 Sketch geological map of Ulan Obo area
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Table 1 Electron microprobe analyses of olivines in Ulan Obo harzburgite
W R b108-1 b108-2 b108-3 b108-4 b108-5 b108-6 b108-7
SiO, 41.20 40.70 41.57 40.10 41.23 40.60 41.53
TiO, 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.01 0.08
ALO; 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01
Cr,05 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.08 0.00 0.06
FeO 8.32 8.47 8.74 8.29 8.45 8.47 8.11
MnO 0.08 0.10 0.13 0.14 0.11 0.16 0.12
MgO 50.56 51.26 50.17 51.00 50.76 51.34 51.06
NiO 0.37 0.37 0.36 0.37 0.43 0.37 0.40
CaO 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.03
Total 100.59 100.93 101.00 100. 05 101.09 101.00 101.39
A 4 AU Bk AR BH 2 7 4
Si 1.00 0.98 1.00 0.98 0.99 0.98 1.00
Ti 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Al 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Cr 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Fe? 0.17 0.17 0.18 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.16
Mn 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Mg 1.83 1.85 1.81 1.86 1.83 1.85 1.83
Ni 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Ca 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Total 3.00 3.02 3.00 3.02 3.00 3.02 3.00
Fo 91.55 91.52 91.10 91.64 91.45 91.53 91.81

¥H: Fo=100 Mg/(Mg + Fe).
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TR A R 0 A Y TR 2 Y B 400 ) I AR S
‘@ftﬁ@rﬂﬁ"*EPfﬂ?‘ii‘f%E%ﬂﬁ?%ﬁEi@ﬁ? L& S
FI 1 SR g 2 A5 LA BV A B2 (B 4) . 7E Wo-

En-Fs JIEIEEﬁFﬁ DA SRR RE L, AR (R
B A BE T 1 200°C , 7R KSR 5 il B AR AL 3 [
L (600~ 1 200°C D, AEMEK 7 Hhil B Le e &) B
FEIATLEL 100C P CE 5.

Wo

® i
A FEERE
fﬂtr‘

Fs

1% R R B (P5 Ross and Huebners
1975)

Diagram of relationshio between end members

Fig. 5
and temperature Cafter Rose et al., 1975)

3.1.3 KBRS

TARRA™ H B A o v, 3 3 B R 40 AR AL
(K 3)H: FeO(78.96% ~88.03% )~ Ti0,(0.15% ~
3.16%)-MgO(0.01% ~0.26% )+ AlLO;(0.14% ~
1.11% A1 Cr,05(0.00% ~0.08% )

AR 3 B ILAE R A b, SE T R o b
i Ti0,(50.44% ~52.36% ) FeO(42.83% ~
45.08% )~ MnO(3.78% ~ 4.38% )~ CaO(0.00% ~
0.33% ), HAt sl & EARMG . 55 3R B 22 VG 20 A% LA
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WA AR A AH L B A AH ALK FeO(44.97 % ) 1
B Ti0,(50.92 % )7 &t
3.1.4 BN

TERE SO A 1) 7 RERNE 6 vh A7 A0 5% R R
WRK 25 R o TR 4, o ZATE Bl Cr0;
(48.90% ~ 50.83%)> FeO (16.42% ~ 19.22%),
MgO (10.93% ~ 12.22%), ALO; (18.82% ~
20.95%). Cr7 ZALiuE A 61.04 F 64.44, Mg™ A%
Va2 50.40 3 56.37, HAT & Cr M Fe MHFE,

F 4 SZHEFIEEBE PRET R TFRENS
ﬁ*ﬁ gél:% UJB/ %
Table 4 Electron microprobe analyses of chromites

in Ulan Obo ultramafic rocks

FEd WLP-9 WLP-9 WLP-9 WLP9 WLP-9 WLP-9
Na,O 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
MgO 12.03  10.93 12.00 12.22 11.87 11.84
ALOs 19.46  18.82 19.93 19.97 19.96  20.95
K,O 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00
CaO 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
SiO, 0.01 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.01
FeO 17.66  19.22  17.39 17.88  16.42 17.27
Cr,O;  50.51 50.83 48.90 49.64  49.55  48.90
TiO, 0.08 0.13 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.07
P,0s 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
MnO 0.35 0.40 0.27 0.24 0.26 0.25
NiO 0.06 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.07
Total  100.17  100.40 98.61 100.06 98.25  99.35
Cr® 63.53  64.44  62.21 62.51 62.49  61.04
Mg” 54.90  50.40  55.21  54.97  56.37  55.05

i CrF = 100 (Cry05/76)/(Cry03/76 + ALOs/51), Mg” = 100
(Mg0/40.3>/(MgO/40.3 + FeO/76)-

3.2 fERYFMEF U-Ph Fi

N TSR 2 SR SR N A T TE
I AR, A S0 e & 2 iy v IRRE R BEAT B A LA-
ICP-MS &EF(K 5). #5118 AN s Ph % &
AR A R RO, FEME M 2.07 X 1076 ~ 342.49 X
10 % BT FEM wl-1-8€0.33) wl-1-6(0.30) LA 4k,
HABFESS Th/U (HC0.42~1.50O KT 0.4k
0.65, Th M1 U F= B2 18 HA W W IEAH G R R, 75
A % BCR BS AT 1R AE (Hoskin and Blacks 2000
BT AR i AR /N T 1 Ga, BAS SR FH2°Ph/ 28U AR
W o MRS R IR, 18 T B2 Ph/ 2 UAF#E L
BAET, B T I AL wl-1-9 [120Ph/28 U8 (334.47
Ma) B/ LU, HoAth () #58 th 7E 340.9 ~ 349.7 Ma
ZAA], A AT U-Ph R 26 b al S LB T, R B

e, U AR 3445+ 1.5 MaC( &l 6), AT L
RIS 25 T
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Fig. 6 Concordia curves of zircon LA-ICP-MS U-Pb data
for the gabbro of Ulan Obo complex

3.3 ERMIRILFIHE

KUFFCREL 5 e S 2 S HERESR S
H 6 MK A A S AT B0 TR 0T, AL
J8 53 MRS RT3 6.
3.3.1 MRS

1T 5 B4 1 e 80 Ak, BORE SA B e Ok & AR
13.87% —21.60% 2 . 34, i MERIE A 1 SiO,
AR IEE Y 34.52% ~37.45% , MgO % i AR {t
YA R 35.29% ~42.06% » "Fe,O5 % B A0 4
6.03% ~ 8.09%, ALO; 1L Y5 [l A 0.24% ~
0.69% > CaO~Na,O Fl K,O 1) & S AR AK. 5 )5 4f Hh
WA A3 AH Lh, 1 22 B0E Hh X RO 2 B AT 5 MgO-
it CaO~ ALO;~ TiO,~ P,Os [ %5 4E ( Plame and
O’ Neill, 2007). 5 EEEME A FIEA LG, Sk
FRAMEE SiO,« ALOs~ Na,O+ K,O+ CaO~ TiO,
P,0s K=l MgO T s HF1E, Fe,05 & 21T T3
HRIE,1963). AA Mg™ {5 91.1~92.3 2 IHl,
JE B TR R R

J7 RN A 1A ot = SRS, SREE =0.21
X10°°~0.33x10 %, #i L ou R fe A LK 7a,
PR “U B, BIERAR - 0 2R A L oo R AR T
s LG R A, XM IER I A R AR
AT AE FH B BCIE (Mahe o er al. > 2004, 1H 5 A& AT
EIHERMF LR SR AR R SR
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Table 6 Major (wg/% ) and trace (wy/10™ %) element compositions of mafic-ultramafic rocks in Ulan Obo
=k TR WGk
FE S WLP-5 WLP-7 b107 ZK117-1-238 WLR-2 WLR-3 WLR-5 WLR-6
SiO, 35.72 34.67 34.52 37.45 48.12 48.70 46.44 51.28
ALO; 0.57 0.24 0.40 0.69 10.24 11.19 10.89 11.92
Fe,05 6.03 8.09 6.93 7.45 15.48 15.66 16.67 11.88
CaO 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.05 6.99 5.01 6.77 6.70
MgO 35.29 41.60 42.06 39.29 12.27 10.48 11.09 9.88
K,O 0.00 - - - 0.41 1.30 0.71 0.52
Na,O 0.00 - - - 2.70 2.74 2.23 3.27
MnO 0.070 0.101 0.112 0.09%4 0.182 0.203 0.206 0.145
TiO, - 0.003 0.002 0.003 1.210 1.307 1.282 1.255
P,0s 0.001 0.002 0.001 0.003 0.084 0.084 0.065 0.077
LOI 21.60 14.52 15.00 13.87 2.16 3.17 3.44 2.92
Total 99.69 99.82 99.69 99.68 99.84 99.84 99.79 99.84
Mg* 92.1 91.1 92.3 91.3 61.3 57.2 57.1 62.4
Li 0.31 0.14 0.13 0.54 8.53 9.43 10.19 11.83
P 5.71 11.18 8.55 9.08 559.39 522.54 421.94 469.07
Sc 6.26 4.06 6.09 6.38 52.09 56.97 52.23 57.86
Ti 16.59 33.10 11.40 21.86 7 885.66 8561.02 7758.35 8030.78
\ 18.05 10.66 14.44 22.66 430.18 461.92 473.97 438.89
Mn 582.10 723.30 811.89 728.45 1420.81 1572.04 1517.88 1075.49
Co 93.57 109.41 113.84 107.18 49.69 50.64 59.21 54.20
Cu 6.70 9.28 2.15 3.00 75.52 153.69 179.77 178.98
Ga 1.12 0.20 0.21 0.32 13.97 15.59 16.47 14.83
Rb 0.07 0.05 0.02 0.14 10.38 28.51 16.34 16.07
Sr 1.63 20.75 3.76 33.05 69.43 83.91 60.05 103.04
Y 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.03 34.36 36.40 35.79 27.25
Zr 1.01 0.49 0.42 0.21 64.46 70.90 64.46 66.08
Nb 0.12 0.15 0.08 0.02 2.24 2.51 2.11 2.58
Cs 0.06 0.01 0.01 0.21 0.71 1.09 0.57 0.79
Ba 0.53 2.01 0.96 3.86 12.04 39.34 20.41 29.09
La 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.03 2.46 2.89 2.35 2.33
Ce 0.13 0.09 0.09 0.07 7.17 8.41 6.88 7.01
Pr 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 1.25 1.41 1.19 1.20
Nd 0.08 0.05 0.05 0.06 7.21 8.10 6.65 6.70
Sm 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 2.64 2.96 2.59 2.47
Eu 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.82 1.17 1.30 0.78
Gd 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 4.06 4.44 3.96 3.58
Th 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.80 0.87 0.80 0.71
Dy 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 5.56 5.93 5.61 4.85
Ho 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.29 1.37 1.32 1.10
Er 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 3.85 4.03 4.01 3.22
Tm 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.62 0.63 0.61 0.51
Yb 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 4.04 4.08 3.97 3.33
Lu 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.64 0.64 0.62 0.52
Hf 0.04 0.02 0.01 0.01 2.04 2.20 2.08 2.08
Ta - 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.20 0.27 0.19 0.35
Pb 1.65 2.63 11.11 2.59 1.16 2.95 1.17 2.01
Th 0.00 - - - 0.17 0.17 0.14 0.18
U - 0.01 - 0.06 0.14 0.10 0.10 0.30
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Continued Table 6
FE 5 WLR-10 WLG-8 WLG-9 WLG-18 WLG-20 WLG-22 WLG-24
SiO, 47.30 48.34 49.24 46.066 45.35 46.98 43.74
ALO; 10.94 13.43 13.00 12.62 12.38 12.41 11.32
TFe,04 15.68 13.22 12.35 15.46 16.35 15.67 17.37
CaO 8.55 6.78 7.77 8.86 10.06 8.19 8.62
MgO 8.56 9.18 7.78 9.02 9.25 8.32 10.55
K,O 1.65 0.44 0.29 0.03 0.07 0.03 0.03
Na,O 1.50 3.80 4.37 2.81 2.24 3.31 2.46
MnO 0.368 0.195 0.184 0.206 0.231 0.211 0.229
TiO, 1.266 1.568 1.524 1.127 1.065 1.092 1.356
P,0s 0.083 0.158 0.142 0.075 0.079 0.069 0.080
LOI 3.85 2.54 2.72 2.81 2.79 3.34 2.93
Total 99.74 99.65 99.38 99.68 99.85 99.62 98.69
Mg” 52.2 58.2 55.7 53.8 53.1 51.5 54.8
Li 15.26 2.74 2.44 6.18 6.28 4.05 6.21
P 479.64 540.42 522.52 345.35 321.82 340.01 395.54
Sc 53.06 42.25 39.93 58.38 56.73 56.05 60.41
Ti 7977.73 10625.10 9801.26 6842.76 6695.90 6 874.61 7 529.96
\% 465.62 329.31 343.72 428.96 422.13 432.66 428.39
Mn 2719.49 1481.30 1425.29 1652.02 1 800.78 1704.20 1713.19
Co 59.19 38.54 36.10 55.34 53.31 56.32 59.23
Cu 153.30 38.89 51.51 119.59 115.19 128.48 168.28
Ga 16.24 18.12 19.36 16.44 15.48 14.74 14.11
Rb 42.39 10.84 8.32 0.46 1.31 0.39 0.25
Sr 90.91 244.67 147.65 56.46 129.55 93.27 49.34
Y 35.56 30.95 29.79 32.30 32.21 32.21 34.36
Zr 68.49 59.55 86.45 52.41 51.30 53.30 60.36
Nb 1.99 1.96 1.81 1.10 1.27 1.09 1.84
Cs 0.85 1.84 1.30 1.09 0.80 0.72 0.45
Ba 411.42 41.90 15.89 3.58 16.83 5.87 4.01
La 2.51 3.50 3.15 1.36 1.35 1.40 1.92
Ce 7.65 10.82 9.94 4.80 4.57 4.82 6.02
Pr 1.32 1.82 1.69 0.89 0.87 0.91 1.09
Nd 7.41 9.76 9.00 5.42 5.31 5.48 6.46
Sm 2.78 3.29 3.10 2.31 2.25 2.36 2.59
Eu 1.09 1.34 1.22 0.76 0.84 0.86 0.83
Gd 4.22 4.50 4.23 3.64 3.58 3.70 4.02
Th 0.83 0.82 0.78 0.74 0.73 0.75 0.81
Dy 5.81 5.37 5.10 5.15 5.11 5.25 5.63
Ho 1.36 1.17 1.13 1.20 1.19 1.22 1.31
Er 4.02 3.30 3.21 3.59 3.54 3.62 3.87
Tm 0.63 0.48 0.48 0.55 0.56 0.56 0.61
Yb 4.16 2.99 3.00 3.65 3.64 3.65 3.98
Lu 0.66 0.43 0.46 0.58 0.57 0.57 0.62
Hf 2.17 1.98 2.57 1.76 1.73 1.81 2.01
Ta 0.16 0.25 0.19 0.34 0.16 0.11 0.18
Pb 11.54 1.65 0.93 - 2.31 6.89 1.61
Th 0.14 0.16 0.18 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.12
U 0.13 0.10 0.05 0.06 0.03 0.08 0.03

i Mg® =100 Mg/ (Mg + Fe).
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Fig. 9 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns (a) and primitive mantle-normalized spider diagram (b) of the mafic rocks in Ulan

Obo (after Sun and McDondload, 1989)
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Fig. 10 Ti,O- MnO- P,Os(after Mullen, 1983) and Zr/Y — Zr Cafter Pearce and Michael, 1979) tectonic setting

discrimination diagrams for basic rocks in Ulan Obo complex
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