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Geochemiical characteristics and Ar-Ar dating of different deposits
in Qinghai Province

YU Hai-yan, RUAN Qing-feng, LIAO Bao-li and LI Dong-sheng
( College of Earth Sciences, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: In order to explore the metallogenetic substances, environment and ore-forming age of Sanchakou, Tuo-
lahaigou and Dazaohuo nephrite deposits in NS-trending metallogenic belt of Qinghai, the authors conducted Ar-Ar
dating and analysis of major elements, trace elements and rare earth elements ( REE). Major elements analysis
shows little change in all samples from three deposits, which is in accordance with theoretical value of tremolite.
The content of rare-earth elements in all samples is generally lower (0.29 x 10 ~® ~40.72 x 10 °), with moderately
negative Eu anomalies (0.49 ~0.84). Except for green nephrite, the chondrite-normalized REE patterns of sam-
ples exhibit relative light REE ( LREE) enrichment and right-declined REE distribution patterns, with ( La/Yb)
values ranging from 2. 87 to 6. 34. Green nephrite samples are characterized by the enrichment of heavy REE
(HREE) in the left-declined REE distribution patterns, with (La/Yb) y values ranging from 0. 16 to 0. 61. REE
distribution curves of samples from Sanchakou and Tuolahaigou nephrite deposits are similar to the patterns of Nach-
itai basic gabbro, and yellow nephrite samples from Dazaohuo deposit in northern metallogenic belt are similar to

monzonitic granite, whereas green nephrite samples are similar to plagiogranite. The results indicate the source
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of mineralization of different deposits. The change of the content of Ti and Al,O, in the sample shows changes in

metallogenic temperature and pressure. The ratios of Zr/Hf, Nb/Ta and Sr/Ba in viridite and yellow nephrite sam-

ples are significantly lower than those of other samples, indicating that the alkalinity of metallogenic environment

was obviously enhanced. The Ar-Ar dating shows that ore-forming ages of three deposits (301.38 ~237.28 Ma) are

between Late Devonian to Middle Triassic, later than the geological age of intrusive rocks. The results indicate that

Qinghai nephrite was mainly formed in the Hercynian-Indochina period, corresponding to multiple mineralization

processes.
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Fig. 1 Map of metallogenic belt and main deposits

of Qinghai nephrite
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Fig. 2 Antagonite classification of Qinghai nephrite



37 %

7

s

658

100 000 000 000 000 €0°0 €°0 1000 000 000 000 TOO 000 1000 II'0 [0 610 +2%y
10c 00T S0’ 00T 00T 80T 8'C 8'CT 00T 00T 00T 10T 10T 10T 10T 10T 10T g ung
100 100 SO0 SO0 90 80 80 80 80 80 00 100 100 100 100 100 100 +®Ng
06°T L8°1 88T §81 681 161 16T 00T 981 L8T S6°1 8T S6°1 T6'1 L81 00T 961 +¢%yq
100 200 T0 000 000 100 1000 100 000 000 000 000 000 100 1000 000 100 + Mg
6000 600 OI'0 L0°0 SO0 900 900 000 90 ¥O0O F0O TOO €00 00 TOO0 000 F00 +%dg
000 000 000 TO0 000 €0 TOO 000 000 100 000 000 €0 €00 00 000 000 oWy
00°S 00§ 00°S 00°S 00°S 00°S 00°S 00°S 00 00°S 00§ 00°S 00§ 00°S 00§ 66F  00°S D "ung
0000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 1000 000 + U
61°0 920 T¥'0 000 000 000 000 0O 1000 000 1000 000 000 000 000 00 000 vy
8Ly 89Y ¥ €6v T6F  00°S 00°S 96v I8Y 6Lv  9%6v 66v  96F  86F  00°S  ¥6F  00°S N,
¥0°0  L00  ¥I'0  L00  ¥00 000 0000 000 SO0 €00 €00 100 TO0 WO 000 000 000 w2y
0000 000 000 100 00 000 000 000 €0 8°0 0000 000 €00 000 000 0000 000 welVy
00’8 008 008 008 008 8L 86°L 66°L 008 008 008 008 008 008 F6L 96°L I6L 1L T ung
00 €00 00O 000 000 €00 ¥O €00 000 000 00 1000 000 90 Y00 800 900 vl
01’0 0’0 LI'O 800 900 0 TO W0 €0 S0 600 110 €0 €00 0 W0 100 welVy
S8°L  L8L 8L'L €L ¥6'L T6'L 16°L 6L L8L S8°L I6°L 88°L L8L I6°L 8L 98°L  €8°L +'Sy
R T
0 vr'66  89'86 8566 8L°66 ST66 PI'66 OL66 Y966 €8°G6 S9°66 LL'6G6 TO66 TI'66 YT66 6£°66 Y066 68°66 0866 [e10],
L0 00°¢ 88T L6'T 981  L6'€  88°¢ €S°¢ STE IT'E  ¥S'€  99°¢  ThE  88°€  8I'€ 81  ¥81  9S°T 8yl 101
19°0 ¥0°0  $¥0°0  ¥0°0 T0O0  ¥0°0 €10 1000 ¥0°0 €00 SO0 00 Y00 OO0 900 €00 €00 €0 00 0%
0S°0 90°0 900 90 L000 ¥I'0O IO 00 600 OO0 Y00 OO 9070 900 LOO  FO0O 900 €00 €00 0™
SI°0 820 620 60 0£0 I€E0 9T0 8C0 80 9T0 80 ¥EO STO 9T0 STO €0 STO  vT0  1T0 0N
16°0 90'0 TI'0 00 LI'O  TO0  TO0 L0 80°0 900 €0 TO0O OO 1000 100 00 00 $0°0 00 OUl
$9°0 €60 T80 L8°0 €T €90 Ir0 620 THO 9C0 80 LgO €0 TIO LI'O  ¥LO  6E0  €L°0 8570 f0 %l
66T 0600 €T 66T IL¥ 190 I¥'0 80 €0 €0 80 TEO TP0O SI'0  TCO TEO LIO 8€0  I€0 0°d
60 650 1970 €9°0 90T 6r0 LSO SI0 SI'O SI'0  SSTT - €0°T  SS0O 690 S6°0 ITO  0I'0 €10 6070 v
¥0°0  I8°€C  ¥8'CC €S°TC Iv'IT  T8ET  69'€EC OF¥T OP'HT 61°YT G6E'ET  SEEC  S6'E€T  €0°YT  6LVT  89VT  P6VT  9I°VT  SLHT 0%
S0°0  PI'El  TLTL €STT ¥9TI 6T 89°TI TIEl TI'El 6SET  SSTI 89Tl TI'El  SEEl  SI'El  LIEL  6FEl TEVT  I8°¥I 0®)
100 €0°LS L6°SS  LF'9S 10°9S €8°9S 86795 €€LS €E€°LS ILLS 10°LS 8679 88°9S €595  66°9S 86°LS TKLS TELS 6L'LS 018
VRt S
WMEHR Kl 0 =0 -0 TH I-H eL Tl Tl €D (6] (S TA IFA Tdd 140 4 vd Loy
48 [N ae [ARUIRRAS LR

spsodap juasopIp woay uydau rey3ur)) Jo viep siskfeue (,_ L/ M) SHUIWI YIIEd AIBI PUE SJUIUB[ MBI} “ (% /"M ) SHUIUBP U] T JQEL

BRI O/ O EUTUNEUERY (% /M EUEFEWHTYEX by 1%



659

ARV DX U BRA 245 AIE e Ar-Ar JE S0P

Hr

F4 M

00 600 €0 6.0 66T 100 600 ¥0O0O T89 88°€ LI'O 0CO TCO 00 LOO 000 Y00 UL
69°0 LI'T 9T 000 tr0O ¥0'0 SE0O TCO  ¥O 000 TIO €0 1000 IS0 060 SO0  9¢°0 4
96y S0'€E  L9°0  10°8 I8TIT  L8°0 69T I¥O  ¥S'S  9L°€ €99  €9%  I¥b  Shv TT9 00T 9L'I 9d
160 680 900 L6 T6EC 6C0 TEOD 6L0 TOE  90'€ €T 9Ty IrvI 990 0.0 €0  ¥S0 A
00 90 ¥0°0 690 990 100 100 100 S90 90 00O €00 €00 WO WO WO 0 el
0£0 I€0 620 IL0O 9.0 TOO OO WO ¥9°0  ¥9'0 S0 €0  TI0 100 100 700 200 JH
£8°9  LI'L 0€'8 €9°LT I¥'8L 6€°S 89 0TS STEl 0601 STIT €9°SI 0SOI TTE 80FY TET  €9F g
LL'T 9670 9.0 TI'T L0l TOT 9L°€ L0E  §9°0 L9081 vSO 810 Ir0 80 680 60°€ D
19°0  0£'T 0000 8'€ L9€ €0 TS0 L0 ISTE  08€ 96T 00F OLO €90 090 920 ¥TO ug
ST0 89T 89°1 IZ0 $T0O 80 €0 <TI0 0O['0 600 SO0 L000O 90°0 66T TTT 80 870 oW
0’1 T1€T T80 960 I¥'l TT0 IT0 TCO0 99v SSy  TEO IS0 80 0S0  8°0 SO TS0 IN
SSTLT  €8°L1  90°LL  SL°OT 90°0C 9¢T STT  6I'T  €LTC  66TC  €6°L €69 €9 690 990 €T vyl 8/
160 290 Lyl TLE TV LOO 810 810 906 6TL €90 €0 €0 1T0 920 vI'0 LIO X
§§°6 9001 S8°0I TE6 9TOL 9L'8 90°0I 956 II°0I TS'8 €EEl  vp6l  €TEl 95T ¥8°0I  10°8  60°0I 1S
er’c 0ST  9%6¥  6TT  ¥ST ¥9°0 T90 ¥E0O ST L0°€ Il 6€T  OP'T 0Tl T80 890  ¥S0 G
L0 180  6I'T 9TT €T 80 TEO 80 680 690 HLO LEO 0SE 810 810 910 TCO 9
8y°ve  vI'vy  OL'¥E YL'6TI  €L'S6  8O'PS LI'HS T6'ES FIT9El TS'Y8I STLOI 8LLOI  SF'€9  L8°ST  8I'ST  SEOI  9T'II uz
£9°¢  SI'9  08'F 80T PE'IT T€T L9C 96T S8¥I 6EFI  TOST €06l 8IS 60°€E  66°€ S TP ny
68°1C 9¢°0C 188 PPLE SSHE  ¥8L 89°¢ SOF  PI'SE 808 90°0I S80I  69°6 LLIT 001l tvTE  Y8°€ N
v6'L  €8'8 89°vC 09T OvT 0Sl TL0O 080 16T L6'T 680 S80 T80 0£'8 086 69T  99°I )
79190 T ST'6ST 00°061 T OT'I91 L8°S6T 6L 0SS 00 €¥9 OCT'9SS S9°SST T1°8CI +9°6IT 9€°'LE 9I'LL TI'SIE S6°€6T 00 ¥9€ LS €EEE up
vS8T  9L'ST  6TPT  68'¥E  EL6E  SOY 66°6 OY9l ¥E'96T 9T°09T €L°0T S8°61  LS'ST  LOYT  I¥6l  9I'S  TS'OT e}
o€y I¥'9  99°6¢  II'L 198 /81 ¥6'T IL'y 6L°T8 8€°89 HT'SI  LL'9 910l LOT  ¥I'T 190  6€T A
€L°L6T L8°LOT 00°€IT LT'¥IE €9°9ST SV 0E 9T'TH LI'LE 98°€60T €I'VIST Sy'SIT ¥0°€91 OI°'€91 €€°0T T9'ST  T9'0T 9L'¥T 1L
180 S€0  OF0 00T €80 STT ¥I'0 0£0 LEE  SOF  TY0O  6F0  6r0 €80 €0 0T0 810 S
66°6 SL'6 L9€ TOY €St SE0 9¢°0 LEO  LOO 900 6C0 9T°0 O[O0  ¥00 SO0 800 6070 og
ov'0 €01 IT0 S0O'€  t9E  8TE FI'b S8°€ LSS L9V €81 ST IST  v60  TW'T  SET 60T 41

U
S6°0 €60 060 6650 660 660 660 660 660 6650 660 00T 660 660 00T 660 660 (+2dF AN/ AN
0I'0 80 O0I'0 90 +00 <TI0 TIO 600 €0 TWO L0000 OI'0 800 LOO 610 LI'O STO v ung
100 1000 100 €00 0 100 TO0 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 Ay
800 L0CO 800 €00 TO0 80 800 0O 200 100 900 000 LOO 900 LOO 900  90°0 +BNy
W EHT Kk 0 -0 1-0 TH I-H &L Tl Il €D 1-D €A TA I-A zdd 1190 td -d £y
WL R R BT LIRS ae

1-1 d[qe], panunuo))

LI



37 %

7

s

660

v20  §T0  vI0 960 10T 8T TOL 1Tl ¥8'T 69T €Il 60T €91  L6°0  ¥60 6.0 €60 N(4x/P9)
ov’T  8I'C 96T 89°¢ L0t €8T 60°€ 8°€ $6°0 980 ¥E'E E 9T  I€T 9T WE 8T N (g )
91°0 190 €0 6£F 8I°S 0€9 68°€ ¥E9 I8F 80v  FE'S  98°SC  0£S  vE'E  T8F  L8T  00°€ NGIVASD
IS0 60T IL0 9V ¥ES  LPL L9F 9T9 659  FO9 €9 00L STY9 9§F  0€S  0l'E  8I€ YH/YT
180 6V'0 80 LLO VL0 190 $9°0 990 TS0 ¥SO ¥80 LSO TEO SP0O €0 TS0  0S0 nge
€1 LgT STL w0l IO Tl $ICL TIl 60T SO°T 8I°T 81T 81T T80  LL'O  S8°0  +8°0 20Q
860 9¢0 €'l LI't ISTT 110 I1°0 600 €S L9% 0FO0 SP0  OF0  SI'0 600 600 LO'O AHYH
620 6£°0 180 600l THEl T80 €0 €50 9L°SE ST8  ¥ST TI'E  0ST 690 6V0 LTO  €C0 clcttgl
Tl 9Tl €T 88°TI 98°ST 80 LL'O TLO TLOF 6LTE ¥I'E  SL°E ITE S8°0 860 SE0  6C0 CICE IS
€0°0 00 600 SO0 900 000 000 000 LOO 900 1000 100 100 0000 0000 0000 000 g
00 TI'0 80 660 PO OO O 100 ¥SO 80 LOO 800 900 €00 100 WO 100 9x
€00 700 SO0 900 L00O 000 000 000 O[O 600 I00 [000 100 0000 000 000 000 wy,
0I°0 L00 120 I€0 80 100 TOO0 0 (90 SO 90 900 90 WO WO 100 100 a9
€00 W0 00 €0 FI'O 1000 100 000 L£O ¥CO TO0 OO T00 1000 1000 1000 000 oH
TI0 L00  9T°0 9970 SL0O €00 €0 0O 9T IpT 110 TI0  II°0 00 €00 TO0 200 La
00 100 TO0 010 TI0O 1000 000 000 0£0 LZO TO0 TO0 TO0 100 000 000 000 qL
900 ¥0°0 80 90 SS0O €00 €0 <0 8T 8T 00 10 IO 00 WO WO 00 P9
00 1000 100 [0 €0 100 100 100 60 ¥°0 €00 20 0 100 000 000 000 ng
W00 €00 SO0 €0 O ¥0°0 €0 WO €T I’ 10 €0 TIO0O ¥00 €0 W0 700 wg
010 600 810 8T 9I'C LI'O OI'0 O[O0 T6GTI 888 80 LSO 650 LI'O €10 SO0 900 PN
00 W0 SO0 ¥S0 950 SO0 C00 TOOD 8T €T IO ¥I'0O  ¥I'0O 00 €00 1000 1070 i
€°0 €90 SL0O TS 199 €0 LEO 9€°0 ¥8El 86T vPI  vLT 8T 60 610 II°0 8070 A
00  I1°0  91°0  ¥S'T Le€  LIO €10 IO I8¢ L8T LSO TLO S¢O  SI0O II°0 800 9070 v
EUTY
61 OvT  I€T €S0 9§70 €9°1  SSTI ¥8'L 9.0 8.0 8T vTl 9Tl 06'€ 99T  8I'€ 8T g /18
00°1c €8'1T 0$°0C 66T  ¥I'T 00°CC 00°Ic 00°Cc LI'L ~ T1°L 00°91 0Q0'LI €€°61 00°SC 00°vC 00°LZ 00'9T ®L/IN
0S°8S TS'LS €8°8S €T'6C 6£°9T 00°€9 0STY 0S°6S €ELVE T6'SE  L8°TS IE€ES  THHS 00769 0099 OSIL 00°TL JH/Z
v 10S T OL°6€8 T 1€ I8S T ¥8°€8L SO'6EL 98°9L9 TS O6L O €OL SV 1167 0T'EHE € 1V 19 ¥6°9Ty TT'90F €S°8Iv LSOl VL 6Tv 61 6Tk ¢
€20 600 ¥I'0O €1°T 00T 0S0O $SO SLO $00 €00 LEO THO 80 €0 ¥r0 STO  STO n
WEEHTT Kok 0 =0 1-0 TH I-H &L Tl Il €D ) €A TA I-A zdd 1140 td -d oy
& B% R ¥ M [RUIR RS LR

-1 dIqe L panunuoy)
CIEH



F4 M

T AR K R IR E & Ar-Ar S ERFST 661

7B K B B BOREEE ) 4 0,01 ~0.05C K 1), £
TR b B AR Ao AN RRE, TR G E FeO,
Fe,0,.A1,0,MnO % & ) 2 7 REHA LB = C > 0.
9), 1t B Ll B BE AN AL
3.2 WETEFE
REFFMMEITENTREZNLRS AT
410.57 x107° ~3343.20 x 10 2 8] (% 1). Ti fl
Mn (¥ 7 35 & & LB, 4 0 387. 66 x 10 ° il
432.03 x 10 7%, HH3E £ Ti & & s, 155 Mn
1) F5 5 dpe e » SLA AR R T R ISP B R AT 100 x
107°CER Do BB 3 AT LA, W — 4 SO [F] 6
BB S R R 70 3R o A SRR A AR [R], AR R
S F]— A AN [ B 11 5 R A ol Al i G 36 1 2 T A
N EMER. F3a A5 HFOLE MEES
FE 3b PR R A G 3R 4 o SR AR AR 4B,
BUKE T2 A U0 % CLILE) 304 & 4R, Wi oot &
CHFS) 80 48, HAT I 21 Cs U Al Ph IFE 745 %

T R LILE JCH & 999, Cs Th 1 Pb IFE ¢
W, U A Se IR A8 (B 3a) . 3K LILE JC&R
s 45, Cs U A1 Pb B (2 1E 5517 Ti AT Sr oA B 5 1)
o (K 3e): F ook Ti HEIVE R e, 1
sk B 76 %5 8 1E 7, JL b Rby Cs U, Ta. Pb 1 Hf
Vg RTATEN
3.3 WL EREHE

RN I Lot R R ZE R LLROR, AT 0.
29 x107° ~40.72 x 10"° 2 [i]. BRI £(32.79 x
10°° ~40. 72 x 10°°) fil i & (12. 88 x 10 ¢ ~
15.86 x 107°) 4b, At 20 €5 FF i #5052 % =
AR, 1B H AL B Lo Z 58T 1
x107°, i+ 62 (LREE) 24 0.23 x 10 ™° ~35.75
x 10, ®Hi 1+ JCZ (HREE) 4 0.07 x 10 ° ~5.43
x107°, LREE/HREE = 0. 51 ~7. 47, (La/Yb), =
0.16 ~6.34, (La/Sm), = 0.86 ~4.07, (Gd/Yb),
= 0.14 ~1.84,5Eu = 0.45 ~0.84, F. Eu P44 7%,

Fedh /B G o

N T N NN TR TN NN NN NN TN NN NN TN NN TN N NN TN N N |

Cs Jhirifg i TH

Fedh /I 0 3

TN T N SN TR TN TN NN TN TN N SN TN NN TN NN N TR SO TR

RbBaCs Th U NbTa La CePb St NdZr Hf SmEuTi Tb Y Er YbLu

/I

11 L 1 | - 1 11 ] L 1 11 ] 1 11 ] 1 1

Ak K ET

RbBa CsThU NbTa La CePbSrNd ZrHf SmEuTi Tb Y ErYb Lu

3 AT DR b R O ER LA P

Fig. 3 The spider diagrams of trace element of Qinghai nephrite samples from three deposits
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Fig. 4 The rare earth element distribution patterns of Qinghai nephrite samples from three deposits
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Fig. 5 Ar-Ar plateau age and isochron age map of Qinghai nephrite samples from three deposits
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Fig. 6 Characteristic element ratio diagrams of Qinghai nephrite samples from three deposits
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