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Phase composition and color origin of Peru’s pink opals

QIAN Xue-wen', LI Jing-jing', YANG Li* and XU Ya-fen'
(1. College of Jewelry, Shanghai Jian Qiao University, Shanghai 201306, China; 2. Shenzhen Laboratory, National Jewelry Quality
Inspection and Testing Center, Shenzhen 518020, China)

Abstract: X-ray powder diffraction, infrared spectroscopy, electron microprobe, laser ablation inductively coupled
plasma mass spectrometry and ultraviolet-visible spectrophotometer were used to test and analyze the phase composi-
tion and color genesis of different shades of pink opal samples from Peru. The results show that the main mineral
composition of pink opal is Opal-CT, palygorskite, quartz and water, and the type of water is rich, including crys-
tal water, structural water and zeolite water. Combined with X-ray powder diffraction, electron microprobeand in-
frared spectrum analysis, it is considered that the color of pink opal is related to palygorskite, and the content of
palygorskite was quantitatively analyzed by XRD, which was positively correlated with color. UV-visible spectro-
photometer combined with electron microprobe and laser ablation inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry
showed that the color of pink opal was related to the organic quinones, B-carotene and Mn®*, and the more the con-
tent of Mn™, the darker the color. At the same time, the effect of Fe’ on color was proposed, and it was found
that Fe™ only appeared in dark samples.
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fil.(Fritsch et al. , 2004; Caucia et al. , 2015; KM
452017 R4 PREE, 2022) 45 #4 HEAE ( Fritsch
et al. , 2004; Caucia et al., 2015; 9K i B 4§,
2017) , H2EF AT TR F P 3 i pF 0 45 R 3 L e A 4
— AN R LA BT SR R AR P AE 1. 450 ~
1.475 Z[a], FHXT 26 BE R 2. 06 ~2. 17, 59 F AT WL 55
PN, KW NI TC-59 ; 4510 2t AR EF 444, 2F
Y 1] fig S IR AR A sl R P A T 0 1 HES (R X
FWyAHLL K 7 T A AEAE — 5 W3 8, A 2 R
{8 1 1 FH Opal-CT F13% 25 1 41 1 ( Caucia et al. ,
2015) s AT 2= H A FLBR T Opal-CT FldE 24 45,
A IK (Fritsch et al. , 2004; REEZESE ) 2019) ;i
Ao BV Y R E B 2 A T 2 F
Wy, R sk B4R (2007) N B A R E
BN LA, S ATy a i A WA
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gite FE 520 A PLYIER A 5 (Fritsch et al. |
2004; KRB, 2017; REMEE, 2022) WA EHE
P B EFTA ILYIER B-25A 38 b & Mn £ 3¢ ( Cau-
cia et al. , 2015) . BN FEER AT 8] WO
W1 SOGEF S REA EAT 4 BT, ZNEE A R AE
W5 F 0 2 I [ Al DA i oo 2R Ik ) 2 Aty I
TEE AR AT WSO X e e b T,
WA T T G bV TE A €5 2 1A P ) A 2 B S 8 B
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Fig. 1 Photos of pink opal samples
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Fig. 2 XRD pattern of pink opals
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AL, Opal-CT IR G T BJF a7 1 B -l £1 52,
Opal-A N ETCF , L T EESE H A (Jones and Seg-
nit, 1971; FElzea and Rice, 1996; Gaillou et al. ,
2008) , 1 Opal-C Al Opal-CT Z [AlJ&HELE ZR 5, 1M
Opal-C 7€ H SR A h dE % /D UL ( Fritschet al. , 2004) ,
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AU AT E i XRD MR I, R EA R
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26.6 °(d=0.335 nm) &b 7] WL—A B I A A S 0 | 22
i X I & Bl 5 A # ( PDF083-0539 ) Ff43FAIE 16 AH X
N, R 6.5%

B T LL_E Opal-CT Fil 7 3 A9 RRAE I 41, & s
R TARZ AR, U R AE AR A BE X3, A AR
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Fig. 3 FTIR spectra of pink opals
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()38 SC X PN AR AL, H ik 4 DU T AR I 3h 5 1 1)
AU FEAEFTE 1 098 em ™' 787 em ' F1473 em ™' fff
i, Hod 1098 em™ AbiEA IFJE Si—0—Si K FR{H
45P%5)),787 em™ AW S T Si—O—Si X FR{H

AiPRZ,473 em ' A LLAPIIGE T I B 0—S—0 25
thdRzh g e (28K, 1982) . KAM 1 655 em™' BifiE AT
DA 5 21 A0 i i i | T K B H—OH 25 il 3% 35,
3411 em™" Abv] UL — G 06 | J2 i 454 K—OH KXk
iR sl | RS A I WA e (R RN A= 55, 2011) X 261
WS AT B B A PRI S (TR R, 1982)

B3 kR T LA kg 2 Ah i BT Hoh 2T A
W Sc0ge AR DL 1 XRD 2307, & BLRY (L2 (A0 P ik
FETER S, Sk R —Fh B IR EE IR L ik 45
F9JE 2:1(TOT BY) | WA sk DL 2 5B ARG
B[ Si0, ] PO A XS, Hhim, [ Sio, ] PO A4 ) A
XF 3 N TR i 5 8w, [ Si0, ] P T4 [ A I
HE R A E, 8 Si—0—Si # A % (R K IR,
2003) , Hio Si—O0—Si #9207 =U% WA 3 Fiig
M. @ E LT RE B E Si—0—Si #; @ i
12 MO RBEZ I Si—0—Si fi; B HIEMEA
2 BABE N DU TR 1) Si——0—Si 8, IWANATEAE 48
B FAHIERT Si—O0—M HE (RN, 1999; B E
4 2013) .

T AT X AR LA G RS AT A B, & BLIE
1195 em™" &b AT U Ak 55 W Wi e, 2 Ak W i i U i T
Si—O—Si AEXTFRAP AR BN , 703 28 A A5 48 v it 145
FERESADU AR 1 039 em™ F2 8y R A X B
1) Si—O—Si AEXTFRANAEIR S5 L ,986 em™" AbLT4b
Wi A Si—O—Mg 1 45 3k sh A5 %, 651 em™ 1
H,0—Mg—OH, #R2h51 L, 1% b W e e 3= %2 15 o 2%
A B AL AR LA A 25 KA 56,3 545 em™ 1H
J& (OH,) 4 /K B R B 45 IR 30,3 622 em ' J& T
OH ZEH 7K A4 4R 3N , 3 262 em ™ AL AT AR 55 1Y
WU R T 3 2 A K B PR B (B3 B %,
2013) , BEHIR B A T BR T & A Opal-CT Fld
ZEAAN IS A R K A A 4 oK gk
Aok, FEHE 3 AR A 1 039 cm™
g | 7E TR CE R i R A5 B A R R i S B 5 ey
IEIET XRD X TR EREAAMEESEEA A
X, By &m0 5kh 68 0 A W EE ] e
EIEA A
2.3 TESW
2.3.1 FEEILEST

K FHET (EPMA ) X5 R 555 11 47 FE 5 e )
FEIOL R AT TR, WL R R 1, B EiR
FTIR W], B & rh & — o s K, B LRE
FRITELEILT 100%., MR 1 A4, Sio, 2k
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Table 1 EPMA analytical results of pink opals
FEih Si0, Al, 0, MgO Na,0 Ca0 K,0 FeO MnO Total
OP-1 90.429 9 1.113 8 1.458 3 0.0459 0.1327 0.0312 0.369 7 0.008 8 93.590 3
OP-2 90.555 2 1.481 6 1.818 9 0.077 3 0.178 7 0.031 2 0.476 2 0.021 0 94. 640 2
OP-3 85.696 3 2.550 7 3.652 8 0.239 8 0.185 1 0.116 1 0.469 3 0.087 8 92.997 9
OP-4 84.764 4 2.730 2 4.002 5 0.419 1 0.208 3 0.104 6 0.3432 0.0439 92.616 2
OP-5 78.686 7 4.887 4 8.654 3 0.023 8 0.080 0 0.036 4 0.340 1 0.378 5 93.087 2
OP-6 76.001 8 5.452 4 9.654 3 0.052 4 0.061 5 0.017 4 0.3109 0.5151 92.065 8

EHAREERSY, TN 76. 001 8% ~90. 555 2% , H:
HO ELRERAS R AR i R Si0, & S A7 e B B 22 51,
T AR Y Si0, & i fi, X928 77. 344 3%
BEFES T S0, a4k 85.23% ; ki (4
e Si0, St e, R 90,492 5%, HZAH
JLIR 2, AL O, Fll MgO TEGR A b & e de ey, F
Y03 5000 5. 169 9% F1 9. 154 3% ; Ky (ke it b & 1 J
o 5050k 2. 640 5% F1 3. 827 1% ; A (A RE
rhE R, X ) 1,297 7% F1 1. 638 6%, H)
Bl O (5 Y IR, Si0, B W AR, 02
ALO, F1 MgO &t & A 18 fn, #48 LL - XRD
F1FTIR P35 AT, B i AR TE S 2, 1T Mg AT
Al B OGE B3 2 () R, L e A
A2 BRI DI R (U Al D D A i S
T AR, RIS 260 19 & SAE A B8 2 1E
A IZLE BWISIE T XRD 5 FTIR BI4518. LA
FIEE A, B S PR FEAE Na,0, CaO  K,0, FeO Al
MnO 50 E , Hrf FeO &, BATEE H A
ST IREEEMRITE, & AR R ETES T
H ] NS 2 5, A 451 Ca® Mg™ Na' 2550 Kb
L R Fe B2 AATIEREENITER, HEEE
B, TR € 2R 1 A SR B A 2 R e e 2%
A, B3 2 A 50 Wy N AR AL B SUH B Fe TTR
P, T8 A E A A D SAEN &M Fe (Gaillou
et al. , 2008) , RIS AERS AL B TP AR AE T & i AN 55

) Ca Al Na %705 ;K ZEAE S P AR ZEAR OC & i, 32
FERUE T FA A A 1 AR . MnO ZEAS [ B 6 1 2
A H B A 22 01 6 68 R v T A (L it o
i A, e A b B R AR AR B B TR TR
RE S S R, A Mn TR 5 E A AN BGN]
A2 I— R A IE AR D&k
2.3.2 TGRS

Wy L (6 38 R U 42 R B F Fe M Zn |
Ti. V. Ni Cu,Cr Fl Co %A1 ¢, KL EPMA 2L
THRES Y EOTER U35 FeO FI MnO , {HH AT RE
et 4 E TR TR IR R, Iy
T S A MR T A A U 4 B R RE R
FEAE I RE R SR R O 30 ol R R S A B AR T
{L(LA-ICP-MS) XA it #E 47 5k £ o0 22 3k, [) B 7
TEASFE S R PR 3 A s AT I, 8 3 i i B
AT PR S DR 2 SR WL 2, FE Tk 6 4>
BES Y R BT A JE B F Zn Ti V. Ni Cu,Cr
Fl Co, Jrfy Ti () 7 bW &7, H 5 860 2 — 2 IEAH G
PE ATREE FOZoe RO S A2 a ARt R W
i 3 HU ARG, 15 B 35k 6 50 R XA it 23 118 5 ) L
AT L2 AN T (R B AR S 36 U TR L Fe
Fl Mn ()55, & Fe Fl Mn B9 AKRAE S5 EPMA
HRFIE—2, B Mn 59 & 5500 2 IEA G, Fe &
SRR R H Fe 582 [ A 2B B 2
B FAEPEARAE | 455 DL EEPMA BT, A X b 3t

=2 HMBEBAN LA-ICP-MS #1E w,/107
Table 2 LA-ICP-MS analytical results of pink opals

e Fe Mn Ti Zn \% Ni Cu Cr Co

OP-1 0.196 4 0.014 1 0.005 2 0.001 1 0.002 0 0.000 1 0.000 5 0.000 1 0.000 2
OP-2 0.190 8 0.014 0 0.005 8 0.000 8 0.002 1 0. 0001 0.000 5 0.000 1 0.000 2
OP-3 0.201 0 0.025 2 0.006 6 0.000 7 0.002 4 0.000 2 0.001 0 0.000 1 0.000 3
OpP-4 0.193 5 0.027 0 0.007 7 0.000 8 0.002 4 0.000 2 0.001 0 0.000 1 0.000 3
OP-5 0.212 1 0.087 0 0.009 2 0.002 7 0.001 2 0.000 1 0.003 1 0.000 2 0.000 7
OP-6 0.217 8 0.096 3 0.009 8 0.002 5 0.001 2 0.000 1 0.002 9 0.000 2 0.000 7
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S R AT RE 2 R R Fe 7Ry (L8R A TR AN
T 2a% RS BUC Sit fE7e T—
A T UBMER A Fe i 5B Z M RR,
2.4 EEHMRT IS MR AT S i R B R K EL R A

WL LTAMETE RN XRD SE5 A A3, By 8
AMEE 5 & A A A M E, H Gaillou 5
(2008) 5 13k B B8 PE 5 Mapimi B9 OE A A, &
MizE AT EAYESA, IIEL T HEAA W
I FAR GV NIE IS =SSR S &2 SR oS N o A LR
A HBAR Ry 685 A 8 26 B IR 4 BB T R TR TR
AN A (B A A R A 7 58 A0 AT UL S MO G
W (UV-VIS) , M2 H LA 4,

OP-1
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4 /nm
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Fig. 4 UV-VIS absorption spectra of pink opals

R A FE S OP-1 A1 OP-2 1] UL 24 275 520 nm
St Y S8 W AT, DL R 336,362,435 nm [T I
W LA RL 275 nm S G SER IO 32 B F R A B2
N RERRANARTE (Scott, 2001; Fif
Y, 2004; Machatova et al. , 2016; FRAlli%%, 2016) ,
362 nm WICH 5 A PR AT 5,400 ~ 600 nm Z 8] ()
S MR I Ry 2 b € 28 A e MR A W8 X
AYRBES BRI T LLZ 520 nm R HhoO B SE WS 1%
S AN S HE LR A 5 (Fritsch et al. , 2004)
TEZIEHIN, B BB T — 4% 435 nm (U Louis
S5 (1968) FEILT [W) @ e 2 A e W i A TR Y
CYIFG , KIER K B8 NS5 L6 A Ik
TEHFHET 434 nm , PIIACH B 435 nm (9 0% g0
FHMR N B-KNE NEAPLOREA L, HX AL
02 W [ 52 18 3 2k 0 B9 45 F P ((Fritsch et al.

2004) . BRPA LS5 HLE RS RIE R Z A1, i
RIT 336 nm WM, kA VR R RERRER ),
VU T AR AT AR R L2 A v ) S AR 4 A ER T, TR AL
N AN RN VA X @i a2. s AU TR NS
EAR D H B R G R i\ A AR
IRGHAE R A, HoAth /D5 B 710 Fe'™  Mn® %5 25l
TR\ AR H B BH S 1 i A B 2 (BRI,
2003) . McOrist F1 Smallwood ( 1995 ) 7E X # {1, | #%
o S O EE AL R aE A A TR
MR, R TRy B A A5, HABE N E A AT
Mn & BT HAM ; Caucia 25 (2013a, 2013b) 7E X 45
(/S EN Sy T R R S = P Eii N ve-% 081 L L a2 )
JLFREIASE] Mn G, UL UL Mn 7283 (68 LA
T ELA AN A T B R0, RIS 28545 e B T R AT,
A DL PR S i SEAEAE B S 1% Mn T3, Ul R £
B T AL 55 A M Mn TCRA —ER KRR, T
Yrde Mn B 2L Mo® I MoV M85 7, B Mn™ 3
) i 25 €4, Mn™ i 5 90 O 1) A3 € (R 2 R4
2011; FR/NIESE, 2014) , [RlAE X 2% K45 (2011) B 5%
TR EERRER T W R R (435 AR, A B 337 nm B
W 2 /AT ARSL B B A Mo™ 51K, HI, 284
P EIgR AN 4 336 nm BYR IR 5 Mn™ A
K, H Mn #E T /\HEARBLA (Camara et al. , 2002;
Hawthome et al. , 2013) . PR i BA VR By (0 85 A 89
BiERE T SEEA -2 E N EAHLERA KA, B
1 Mn™ A K,

HHERES OP-3 Fil OP-4 {1948 SR G 5 4
e L EEA 3, FUZ AR Mn™ 19 336 nm R L
R ORI b 255 SCH e &R 4T, 1T DL & B
Mn TG R FEG AR S i & B B TR AR, X
2 T 02 W BB S ) R A

B ERE R OP-5 F1 OP-6 51 H 0 FUky (4 ke
A, BT A2 F 380 nm AY W Wl 38 5 LA-ICP-
MS 4341, &3 Ti V Ni Cu,Cr Fl Co %51t V¥ 48 &
T R € BB i ] LA 2 R T, (HJE EPMA
AFER T Fe B R AN LR R, BLES A SCOT X T Fe
M5BT, AR Fe 3 o H6 31 26 40 16 4 T 4R 1) 67
B3 T A (2007 ) 7E I 4% R 1 6 3 2 A b A T
WFSEIT R, B2 A7 Fe JLT-#8J2 LA Fe* (5 4 /\ I
PRECA , [F]} Amthauer F11 Rossman ( 1984 ) YEfF 5T Fe
YN AS TN AR, & 0 375 nm A2 45 B9 28 9 8 T
JNHHATY Fe™ | 530 380 nm HIRILZW) &,
A IZR IR S5 Fe™ 5, [AAF 435 nm {90 I
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U it 25 A i € B N IR, — EL AR I/, g AR il
435 nm F1 520 nm A G B S MSOHT JR — SRR
JEHE T 400~600 nm A9 FEMBCHT , EATTERS INAE—A>
M LT AN ] AR 18 L T )i LRk - X T
AR YR S 55 AR i B € AN, 325 B B A JT
AT FR 2F= 325 B AR b v O #8059 9T 380 ( Fritsch et al.
2004) . UL B A 0 8 A B E R T A LY
Mn™ £ A0, 852 5| Fe™ B9S2, H. Fe™ RAEHM
FES RTINS, Fe FY7E AR 235 i 2060 1 B
FIVERLFINE | (A it B0 € ) B 38 R0 A 0 38 (R ALK, A
fief s P8 AT P 20 0 A8 W (i g, 2021) , SO
EFESL OP-5 F OP-6 5 (4 i OP-3 Fil OP-4 #H
Ll B TR LR A, B it 3 A 1 1 A A T AU
T X B IE & Fe® HH BT B A RE i
) FEER A

(1) XRD SsBb8 b (08 11 A i 20 W 2 A
4 Opal-CT 2k Ff %,

(2) FTIR ki b a8l TR EN
AHEE D AR A 1 098,787 473 em ' 4R AL I K
16553 411 em ' HYZKRFAE 04 [ BN 0 7R 1 2 A
Si—0—Si il Si—O0—M #E3h1 1 195.1 039,986 cm™'
W LA K 651 .3 545 3 6223 262 em ' FULEFK |
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